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R ussell Vet
w elcom es
new fa cility
>> The la rge a n im a l fa cility w ill
a ccom m oda te the grow in g n eed
to p rovide m edica l trea tm en ts
RAC HEAL FLIN TO FT
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The Russell and District Veterinary Clinic
(RDVC) has recently welcomed a newly built
large animal facility, accommodating the
growing need to provide medical treatments
for both large and small animals.
The new space, separate from the original
vet building, is available for large animals
only and offers both a cattle chute for sick animal examination, as well as semen testing.
A calving panel for c-sections and birthing
difficulties is also available, as well as a horse
stock for procedures on horses and an area
for small ruminants and calves to be examined.
“We have a large open space for a tipping
table to do cattle feet trimming,” explained Dr.
Cathy Clemence. “At present, we do not have
the cash for the tip table, but we did plan for
it – there are also two large box stalls for animals that may need to stay overnight. The facility is bright, open and very inviting.”
Beginning over three years ago with a necessary expansion project, the RDVC is owned
and operated by Dr. Clemence and along with
her staff, have served the community for over
three decades.
“I have been here for 32 years, taking over
the clinic in 1989,” she said. “I am very proud
of what we have developed here for a veterinary service.”
The original clinic was constructed in 1976
following the provincial Veterinary Service
District program. This platform paved the way
to ensure a clinic was built in every district
for livestock producers to access veterinarian
care. Since its inception, the needs within the
RDVC have changed considerably from a large
animal clinic – providing dog and cat vaccinations along with spays and neuters during
slow times – to being comprised of predominantly a demand for small animal services.

SEE N E E D F O R M O R E SPACE , PAGE 2-A

BEEF PRODUCTION

DAR R E L L N E SBIT T / CR O SSR O ADS T H IS W E E K

Canada is one of the largest exporters of red meat and livestock in the world, exporting around 45 percent of beef and cattle production
from the country. Indeed the success of the Canadian cattle industry relies on healthy, well cared for cattle, no matter the setting.
Within the region, along with cow-calf producers from small or large farms, there are cattlemen and women who opt to fill pens with
feeder cattle, including Hamiota Feedlot Ltd. where thousands of animals are fed and marketed to a customer base from Canada and the
United States. The industry, as a whole, is great for jobs and that’s no different in our neck of the woods.

M a n ito b a Pa rks s e e re co rd-b re a kin g re s e rva tio n s
RAC HEAL FLIN TO FT
Cro ssro a d s This W e e k

Opening on April 5, reservations for Manitoba campgrounds,
cabins and group-use areas saw
the highest number of reservation bookings in a single day.
The Manitoba Parks Reservation Services experienced over
12,825 people signing in by 7 a.m.
opening day, drastically up from
the mere 2,804 the same day a
year ago in 2020.
In an effort to accommodate
for all outdoor enthusiasts, the
province offered staggered dates

this year to ease in the congestion in booking sites at provincial
campgrounds.
By 11 a.m. on April 5, the
Manitoba Parks Reservation
Services had taken in an astounding 10,668 reservations, compared
to the 6,153 reservations made
last year.
“Our government thanks
Manitobans for their commitment during the COVID-19 pandemic in acting on the advice our
health-care experts to stay home
for the benefits of themselves,
their loved ones and their communities,” said Conservation and

Climate Minister Sarah Guillemard.
The province stated that they
experienced technical issues
right from the start since of
server hits by Manitobans were
in the 1,000s; however, it was
quickly resolved.
The Manitoba parks reservation system accepted bookings in
three segments:
•April 5 – campsite reservations opened for the Birds Hill
Provincial Park campground;
•April 7 – campsite reservations opened for the Winnipeg
Beach,
Betula
Lake,
Big

Whiteshell, Brereton Lake, Caddy
Lake, Falcon Beach, Falcon Lakeshore, Nutimik Lake, Opapiskaw,
Otter Falls, West Hawk Lake and
White Lake campgrounds; and
•April 12 at 7 a.m. – campsite
reservations will open for all remaining provincial park campgrounds.
Last year, provincial parks
saw record-breaking numbers as
many took to nature to enjoy
some much-needed seasonal fun.
There’s a clear indication that
the growing trend to enjoy the
great outdoors is here to stay for
the 2021 recreation year.
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Lotto N um bers
Saturday, April 3
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•Extra
1011838

Equipm ent inside the new large anim alfacility in Russell

N eed for m ore sp a ce
“The expansion has been
driven by a huge need for
more space for a small animal practice,” Dr. Clemence
stated. “The large animals
are still an important part of
the practice but make up a
lot less of the business because of the change in pet
culture.”
Dr. Clemence noted that
the change to small animals
has allowed for the hire of a
second veterinarian and
more staff, resulting in the
additional space needed.
“So far we have just completed the large animal barn
and have been using it since
early March,” she stated. “We
plan to renovate the old large
animal space to accommodate
a larger reception area and
more examination rooms…
that is the design we are following.”
Plans for the small animal
expansion will include three
examination rooms for two
veterinarians in the existing
space. The number of dog
kennels will also be increased, and will contain a
separate room for cats, “so
poor kitties don’t have to listen to whining dogs all day,”

NKM RTM #2001 1,344 sq. ft.

from p age 1-A
chuckled Dr. Clemence. “The
flow for animals in the clinic
will improve and the staff
should be able to stop tripping over each other!”
The Russell District Veterinary Service Board has
been a great support to the
area veterinary services, Dr.
Clemence noted. Adding to
that, the Board has successfully saved for the expansion;
however, with rising building
costs, a Clinic Improvement
Fee was also implemented to
assist.
The facilities will serve as
a Regional Veterinary Clinic,
owned, serving, and supported by the four surrounding municipalities: Rural Municipality (R.M.) of Riding
Mountain West, the Municipality of Russell Binscarth,
Rossburn Municipality, and
R.M. of Ellice-Archie.
“The completed facility
should be in use by late summer,” Dr. Clemence said.
“Hopefully when COVID-19
goes away we can have a
grand event to celebrate the
opening.”

NKM RTM #2006 1,440 sq. ft.
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G ROW ING
NATION

Ga m bler F irstNa tion is brea kin g ba rriers
a n d ta kin g a p roa ctive a p p roa ch to
lon g-term p rosp erity for the com m un ity
By RAC HEAL FLIN TO FT
There’s a distinct change
that is happening…
Gambler First Nation, located just eight kilometres
east of Binscarth, is quietly
replacing its narrative – providing a look into a progressive and forward-thinking
blueprint designed to stamp a
future for those within Gambler’s quaint, indigenous
community.
The picturesque hillside of
the Assiniboine Valley serves
as a backdrop that lends to a
calm and quiet atmosphere
for Gambler and its visitors.
Notably, this First Nation
is creating a positive ripple
effect that is paving the way
for its members, but unfortunately it is often overlooked.
What stands out though,
is that Gambler is looking to
their future, rather than staying stagnate in their past. Vibrant, sustainable, and engaging in new relationships,
Gambler is proudly working
with the surrounding communities to stand as an example of what it truly takes to
grow a First Nation in 2021.
“They say no man is an island unto themselves,” Gambler First Nation’s Chief
David LeDoux nodded. “We
as a representative of the
First Nation, have developed
longstanding
relationships
with the Municipality of Russell Binscarth, the City of
Brandon, Indigenous Services
Canada (ISC), along with nu-

Cro ssro a d s This W e e k

merous business and community leaders.”
For many First Nation
communities, nonetheless, being unrecognized and heavily
misunderstood is common,
and the lack of community
integration takes a front seat
as an overwhelming obstacle.
To create a self-sustaining future that is both impactful
and collaboratively moving
forward, it is imperative for
growth to collectively work
together.
As a community, Gambler
employs over 30 staff in both
the band and health departments, “and collectively has a
great program with amazing
department staff that get
things done,” exclaimed Gambler’s Emergency Services Officer Wes Anderson. “Gambler’s future has never looked
better.”

BR E AK IN G BAR R IE R S
At times, First Nation reserves can be widely misunderstood, and cultural fallacies occur. Looking back, media headlines can paint a picture that is easily accepted
and then widely publicized.
Being correctly informed
though, through transparency, is key to breaking this
barrier.
“Gambler, with all of the
negative issues that the entire world is dealing with in
this day and age, has greatly
affected us,” Chief LeDoux

said. “We are, however, very
resilient,
hardworking,
proud, and loving people…
we also enjoy a good laugh!”
So, what exactly is a reserve?
By definition, a reserve,
specific to the First Nation
People, is an area set aside
for the use and benefit of a
band. Gambler First Nation
is one of the smallest Aboriginal communities in Manitoba, with a total membership of 293, of Ojibway descent. The majority are nonresidents, meaning they
choose to live off-reserve.
Only a mere 97 Gambler residents live on-reserve, a number slowly growing with
change.
“Because of our small
size, everybody matters, and
nobody is just a number or a
name,” explained Kellie LeDoux, councillor with Gambler First Nation. “When I
first moved to Gambler, we
had a run-down band office, a
decrepit health centre and a
run-down and under-utilized
community building. Since
then, all of the above have
been updated, fixed and are
being used to their full capacity daily by programming in
place for our community.”
That change Councillor
LeDoux mentioned is becoming very noticeable… those
that grew familiar with the
lack in resources, as well as
the previous less than posi-

“We are slowly getting the community
working as a team… as a house divided
cannot survive. What sets Gambler apart
from other communities is that we are
a dynasty, we are from one family.”
-Gambler First Nation Chief David LeDoux

tive Gambler dialogue are beginning to see such progressive changes – including
across the board equal access, notable strategic development, and a transparent financial structure.
“We are slowly getting the
community working as a

team… as a house divided
cannot survive,” Chief LeDoux declared. “What sets
Gambler apart from other
communities is that we are a
dynasty, we are from one
family.”

CO N T IN U E D O N PAGE 4-A

PHO TO ABO VE,from left:
Gam bler First N ation
FN T2T C ircle K eeper
Boh K ubrakovich,
C hiefD avid LeD oux and
Elder Patrick Tanner
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Securing the future for next generations
from p age 3-A
Chief LeDoux explained
that Gambler originally was
made up of a total 85 square
kilometres. After surrendering land in 1898, the community now makes up less than
six square kilometres; however, as a result Gambler has
begun to use ingenuity to
move forward and ensure a
future for its youth.
Heavy in the media is the
debate of living standards, resources, opportunities and
benchmarks on reserves for
Aboriginal Canadians. Taking note, Gambler has been
working to raise reserve standards by assuming community responsibility and no
longer marginalizing First
Nation needs.
“We have a well-kept community and compared to a lot
of other reserves our housing
is exceptional,” Councillor
LeDoux stated. “Our university students are very well
taken care of. We have now
consistently been in the black
in our audits for five years
and all monies received from
ISC has been properly distributed for all resident members; we have consistent programs running for our members even during the COVID19 pandemic, as well as continuous job opportunities
available.”

SH APIN G T H E CO M M U N IT Y
“Securing the future for
all Gambler members means
economic development, infrastructure development, government structure, housing
needs, and prosperity for our
future
generations,”
described Chief LeDoux. “Traditionally First Nations prepare
for seven generations into the
future. It is the responsibility
of parents to make sure that
their children have a better
and brighter future, and as
Chief I look at securing the
future for my membership in
the very same way.”
Investing in programs
that enhance the lives of community members, a strong
strategic economic development focus has been obvious.
Gaining attention first, Gambler completed on-reserve
projects directly related to its
membership: having built
two new senior homes, renovated and updated the health
offices; provided a water
transfer station with potable
water for members; purchased a new medical van
and new school bus; built a
playground, baseball diamond, basketball court, as
well as implemented many
new programming services.
Gambler has worked to
develop a public works fleet
of vehicles and equipment including a bulldozer, backhoe,
skid steer, zoom boom, an excavator, as well as two semitrucks and trailers. A renovation of the community complex was completed also, to
include the Jordan’s Principle program as well as some

O ne ofm any new initiatives,construction ofthe Gam bler First N ation playground projectwas finished in fallof2020
additional band offices.
Gambler is also home to a
1,000-yard Hunter Training
Range and is currently in the
process to create an on-site
Hunter Training program.
Four side-by-sides are also
available to the membership
for use through the landbased healing program.
“I have seen an extreme
amount of growth in our
community,” Councillor LeDoux said. “In addition to all
of the extracurricular projects that are intended to encourage our membership to
enjoy physical activities, we
also designed and installed a
top-of-the-line playground and
basketball court for our families to enjoy – I am most
proud of the playground park
because I love to see how
much joy it brings the children.”
Gambler is actively working towards completing a few
other notable projects this
year, including a new cultural centre which began construction last fall and is set
for completion in the summer
of 2021. A traditional arbor
for powwows will also be
completed this year.
Additionally,
Gambler
successfully partnered with
the City of Brandon for the
development of a Gambler
Urban Reserve. On this space
the construction of a Brandon gas bar and convenience
store has been underway and
is set to be completed this
year.
“We have a brand-new
Level 1 water transfer building that acts as a fill station
for our members’ water
needs, as well as 34 total
homes – many of which have
received upgrades and renovations.
The
additional
homes will be renovated this
year,” Chief LeDoux proudly
stated. “We engaged in a waterline contract in 2017 with
Russell to bring clean fresh
water to our homes. Where

we lack resources, the Municipality of Russell Binscarth was more than willing
to meet the demand of our
growing population in terms
of waste disposal and fire
protection agreements.”
Chief LeDoux outlined
that Gambler, and the Municipality of Russell Binscarth both share in similar
views and a common vision
for future growth and development amidst their cultural
diversities.
“Working with other municipalities and the business
community benefits both
First Nations by sharing
costs and accessing funds
from different government
agencies, along with giving
benefits to our membership
and ratepayers,” Chief LeDoux commented. “It makes
projects viable and sensible.”

L O O K IN G F O R W AR D
To-date, Gambler has successfully worked together
with a wide range of partners
for the betterment of those
living and working within all
communities. Gambler is
“open for business” and excited to form partnerships
that contribute to the regional economy as a whole.
“Some of our future projects that will begin shortly
are to build four single family homes as well as a new
duplex,” Councillor LeDoux
exclaimed. “We also will be
doing major renovations on
12 band homes. In addition,
we plan to construct an archery range, well covers are to
be built, and potash mining
will also begin in the very
near future.”
With so many progressive
projects and partnerships
taking place in Gambler, it is
hard to isolate which is fundamentally changing the
community’s future landscape.
“Our community has seen
such evolution because we

have a great team of employees,” Councillor LeDoux said.
“Even more than that, we
have a forward-thinking
Chief who cares about our
current and our future generations to come.”
Explained was that ISC
only funds for resident mem-

bers and from that the capital
must stay in the community.
However, Chief and Council
have worked to create a sovereign source of income to
ensure on and off-reserve
members can and will continuously benefit.
“We are working to find

more land into the future,”
said Councillor LeDoux.
“This will advance our economic growth for the membership as a whole and secure a future for current and
expected generations, so we
in fact do not have to rely on
one-time land claim payouts.”
There’s no hesitation that
Gambler’s outlook is prosperous because of the vast expansion in business ventures
and formed alliances, but it is
also accredited to flexible
leadership that has taken a
step back and let appointed
boards, committees, and departments take the lead.
Our people, especially our
youth, are our future, Chief
LeDoux expressed… Gambler’s future is bright.
Through an inclusive
process to engage community
members, as well as provide
good overall governance to
guide in the process, Gambler
is on the path toward a viable
and autonomous future.
“As Chief of Gambler, I
extend an invitation for you
to join me for coffee and conversation… my door is always open as I strive to make
myself available for members
and neighbours alike,” Chief
LeDoux humbly said. “I look
forward to new and exciting
ventures exploring the vast
opportunities this land has to
offer.”
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ALL IN THE

FAMILY
After 35 yea rs of busin ess, Bob a n d Lin da
M offa ttof Stra thcla ir a re p a ssin g the torch
to the n ex t gen era tion , en surin g thin gs a t
R TM Tra n sp ort Ltd. keep rollin g a lon g
By D ARRELL N ES BITT
Currently rolling through
its 35th year in business,
RTM Transport Ltd. of
Strathclair, remains among
the top Manitoba trucking
companies focusing on the
grain and fertilizer market
between
Manitoba,
Saskatchewan and Alberta.
Back in 1986, Bob and his
wife Linda Moffatt formed
the company, now owned by
their daughter Deenna and
son-in-law Ken Wozney, after
acquiring the running rights
of McKietiuk Freighters of
Rossburn.
“Basically it was a two
truck operation up to 1993
and then the business grew
up to its present size,” commented Bob in a 1998 Crossroads This Week article. He
began his career as truck
driver with T.P. Moffatt &
Sons in 1973.
In 1997 the running rights
of Bemax Transport Ltd. of
Shoal Lake and Veterans
Freighters of Oakburn were
purchased and in the fall of
2002 RTM purchased MGM
Trucking of Dauphin. These
companies under the RTM
flag were operated from the
office in Strathclair and the
service shop at Shoal Lake.
The former Bemax shop in
Shoal Lake was utilized by
RTM up until 2003 at which
time the former Bradley’s
Sand & Gravel Shop at
Newdale was purchased and
RT’s Repair became part of
the RTM family. Along with
handling RTM’s needs the
business is commercially designed offering heavy truck
and trailer repairs and safeties. RT’s has also added Ag
parts and service to its resume.
In 2005 RTM purchased
Redline Transport based in
Rivers. The flat deck and
hopper company was operated out of Rivers for a few
years until the office was
moved to RTM’s Brandon facility where the venture was
operated under “Conquest
Trucking”, which was later
purchased by Ron Bouchard
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ABOVE: Bob and Linda M offatt (seated) w ith fam ily, from
left: Quinn C averly (son), Eric C averly,Tara C averly, M arie
M offatt (Bob’s m om ),S am antha W ozney,Lexie W ozney,K en
W ozney,D eenna W ozney,and Peyton W ozney.
LEFT:a RTM Transport truck readies for its next trip

of Brandon.
“It has been and continues
to be our pleasure to serve
our many customers for three
and half decades,” said
Deenna, on behalf of her dad.
“We are proud of our 50-plus
employees who strive to give
the best “On Time” Delivery
each and every day, no matter what major or minor
route is required.”
Seeing a home-based business stay in the family
touches the heart of Bob and
Linda, who shared these
words…
“Ken has been a part of
the RTM family since 1999
starting on the road and
eventually moving to the office, and running all the dayto-day
operations
since
August 2008. We wish them
all the best and hope they
have many happy and successful years. Linda and I enjoyed our time at “RTM” and
are now retired in Strathclair
spending our time chasing
grandchildren.”

AGGR E SSIVE CO M PAN Y
To see the importance of
semi-tractor-trailer units, one
only has to key in on the livestock industry, as it, along
with the grain industry feature a variety of units. Dry
bulk hoppers, grain trailers,

and Super B units with a capacity of 44 metric tonnes are
pulling into high throughput
elevators, large hog, chicken
and turkey feeding operations, cattle feedlots, grainbased energy companies,
canola crushing, and fertilizer companies.
Presently RTM has 30 dry
bulk hoppers transporting
product, and continues to be
a very active and aggressive
grain hauling company. Conquering the challenges seen

at one time in terms of grain
movement, based on elevator
closures, grain company
mergers, road restrictions,
hours of service changes, and
fuel and repair cost, RTM
Transport was impacted but
survived.
“We had to find a way to
work around these issues,
and make the best of it, for
all the parties involved,” said
Ken. “Over time, the majority
of the small prairie sentinels
(grain elevators) saw doors

shut for good, and larger operations constructed with the
capability of loading 120 cars
at one time.”
While the grain trucks operated by a small family farm
may still haul into one of
these massive elevators, the
majority of trucks rolling in
are of the tractor-trailer magnitude as large corporate
farms are using five-, six- and
eight-axle units to deliver
grain to distant facilities.
But with truck traffic increasing on rural roads each
year, Ken, who once served
as the Reeve of the Rural Municipality of Strathclair, has
concerns about the infrastructure in the region.
“With the abandonment of
rail lines, the massive closures of elevators and the termination of the rail subsidies, we have put an enormous amount of truck traffic
on our roads,” Ken stated.
“Time is money for everyone.
The faster the trucks are put

through the system, companies including RTM are better off.”
For Ken a job with Cando
Contracting back in the 1990s
gave him great knowledge of
road restrictions, municipality/county laws, and how the
railway operated. Those
years have been beneficial
since initiating employment
with RTM as a truck driver.
Taking a step away from the
cab, he has also worked as a
dispatcher, and office manager, prior to taking the
reigns of the business, along
with wife Deenna, which has
a proven track record.
By understanding the
challenges faced by the producer to the receiver, the
couple and parents of three
children, Samantha (19), Peyton (10), and Lexie (7), look
forward in continuing the
small town business, carved
out thanks to the agricultural
industry and all producers
and companies involved.

Le tte rs to the e d ito r:

ctw new s@ m ym ts.net

OPINION

F a rm ing m em ories a re golden
Serving the people of
Manitoba through the Department of Agriculture in a
variety of ways in the field of
horticulture, Peter J. Peters
of Winnipeg, was also a man
who had a passion for poetry.
Citing the Spring Ag Section is part of this week’s paper, I thought it would be
fair to honour and thank the
family man, who grew up in
the Gretna area, by showcasing a few pieces of his work,
which touch on Farming
Memories.
Song ofYesteryear
I’m filled with a wonderful
feeling, Nostalgic warm and
bright, The tale that I find so
appealing, That fills my heart
with delight, The tale of days
on the prairies, Of settlers
breaking the sod, A tale of
great faith and courage, Of
faith and trust in God.
At first it was lumbering
oxen, That broke the grassy
plain, Both man and his wife
smoothed the furrows, And
seeded the corn and the
grain. The pioneers’ hearts
filled with pleasure, When
rain and sun and heat, Rewarded their toll in full measure, With crops of golden
wheat.
As symbols of life on the
prairies, You find the oxen’s
yoke, The flail and the plow
and the buggy, And the steam

Darrell

Nesbitt
AR OUN D T OW N
engine belching smoke. The
past will live on in museums,
That tell of that wonderful
age, Museums that serve to
remind us, Of our great heritage.
So join the thresherman’s
party, Becoming one of the
cast, Reliving the pioneer’s
story, Relieving the golden
past. They built this wonderful country, They loved and
treasured the sod, For the
land and its pioneer people,
Let’s sing our praises to God.
Perils ofYesteryear
The howling blizzards of
the plain, Oft rearranged this
land’s domain, With sprawling snowbanks weird to see,
Winter’s contorted artistry.
But icy bonds could not delay, The pioneers of yesterday.
There were the years the

settlers fled, The floods that
plagued the River Red, Deserting homes to the dirty
tide, The valley was one river
wide. But when the waters
fell, once more, The settlers
tilled the river’s shore.
The dirty thirties saw the
sky, Come scorching hot, the
fields were dry, The earth
was seared, the strong winds
sent, The dusts to fill the firmament. Deserted homes half
filled with soil, The graveyards were of hope and toil.
But when the heavens sent
the rain, The stubborn farmers farmed again.
Not only dusts obscured
the sky, Some springs the
farmers’ hopes were high,
When clouds of hoppers filled
the air, And left the green
fields bleak and bare. No
crops to harvest and no hay,
But the settlers stayed and
worked away.
The pioneers who built
this land, Were daunted not
by calloused hand; With
every peril that they knew,
Their strong determination
grew. It almost seems that
every ill, Would but more
stubbornness instill.
O ur Hum an Heritage
The pioneers of bygone
years, who built this land
with calloused hand, had
faith in God and in the sod;
faith that could see adversity
strike field and plain … then

start again; who understood
that neighborhood meant you
to be right neighborly.
They built their schools
with simple tools. Those
times begot a stubborn lot
with spirits free. And yet you
see humility because they
knew that what they grew
needed the rain to fill the
grain, needed the light of sunshine bright, needed good sod
and needed God.
As we behold those men of
old, a sense of pride can’t be
denied. They’re without age
… our Heritage.
D ays in the C ountry
( b y this c o lum nist)
Yes, give me some days in
the country, where cows and
calves mingle, the grain
trucks rumble, and a friendly
wave says hello.
I want to smell a field of
clover, watch the grain wave,
and welcome the joys that are
born.
Barn or rubber boots, an
old dirty hanky, so fresh, so
exciting, are memories that
ever endure.
Longing for those days of
old, the simple pleasures of
love, all thanks to a holiday
down a sandy road.
An ode to Treherne,
where my grandparents
lived, I walked side by side
with a farmer and his wife.
Truly enjoying those days
known as rural life!

Pro vin ce a im s to re du ce s u rgica l w a it tim e s
The Manitoba government
will be investing at least $50
million to reduce surgical
wait times as part of Budget
2021.
“Protecting the health of
Manitobans is a priority for
our government, especially in
the face of a global
pandemic,” said Premier
Brian Pallister. “COVID-19
has challenged our healthcare system and created a
pandemic pileup of delayed
surgeries and procedures. We
know that every delay represents someone who is suffering while they wait, which is
why we’re making this major
investment to address the
surgical backlog and get
Manitobans the care they
need sooner.”
Budget 2021 will commit a
minimum of $50 million in

new funding to reduce the
wait times for surgeries and
procedures delayed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. This
will address wait times for
priority procedures and services, as well as hip, knee and
cataract procedures. More details on this new funding will
be announced following the
release of Budget 2021.
This investment in waittime reductions is another
example of the province’s actions to deliver better care
sooner for Manitobans, the
premier said. It also highlights the need for a serious,
stable and long-term commitment from the federal government to restore its rightful
role as a true funding partner
to sustain health care in
across Canada, he added.
“Health care is the num-

ber one issue for Canadians
and that has only been underscored by the COVID-19 pandemic,”
added
Pallister.
“While we are making significant investments to address the issue of wait times
here in Manitoba, we continue to call on the federal
government to come to the table as a true, reliable funding
partner on health care. Shortterm promises are not
enough to address the systemic, long-term problem of
ever-increasing health-care
wait times in this country.”
Earlier this March, Canada’s premiers called on the
federal government to increase significantly the Canada Health Transfer (CHT) in
the upcoming federal budget.
Currently, provinces and territories pay for nearly 80 per-

cent of health-care costs with
the federal share continuing
to decline. The Manitoba government supports the call for
the federal government to increase its contribution toward health-care costs to
35%, which will help further
reduce wait times and create
a more secure and sustainable funding framework for
Canadian health care.
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MAKING
GAINS
R ussell’s K a evon K hooza n i is on ta rget to hit
$20 m illion in sa les w ith his e-com m erce
hom e gym eq uip m en t busin ess Bells of Steel
By RAC HEAL FLIN TO FT
Located just a few kilometres north of Russell, Bells of
Steel is just one player
within a massive $483 billion
online retail market sector
across Canada. Projected to
hit a revenue target of $20
million by the end of 2021,
Founder and CEO Kaevon
Khoozani has grown his
multi-national business from
the ground up, accomplishing
big gains since starting in
early 2010.
“We make 100% of our
sales online,” Khoozani explained. “The model is different than your traditional
brick and mortar business.”
Bells of Steel is an ecommerce business that sells
home gym equipment, specifically free weights. Their
bread and butter in sales consists of power racks, squat
racks, barbells, benches,
weight plates, and accessories. Everything is marketed
to those that follow a powerlifting style program, as well
as use CrossFit and free
weight-type
equipment.
There’s a catch… everything
is sold online.

Cro ssro a d s This W e e k
ble to locate free weights specific to his needs in Canada.
Meanwhile, CrossFit was
just starting to reshape the
fitness industry and change
the makeup of traditional
gyms. With free weights and
CrossFit style programming
taking hold, most gyms still
didn’t have anything beyond
a basic machine.
“At the time, I was working at a fitness store and expressed to my employer that
we should be carrying those
types of free weights… there
clearly was a demand emerging,” Khoozani said. “He
quickly turned my idea away
but offered for me to piggyback on his containers from
overseas by placing my direct
order and shipping with
him.”
In short, that’s how Khoozani started… solving a problem by getting equipment for
himself, and then eventually
selling pieces to his friends.
“I began selling kettlebells
(hence the name Bells of
Steel) out of the back of my
’91 Ford Festiva in Calgary,”
he laughed. “From there, it

went from a little side hustle
to a full fledged business.”
One of the more notable
and on-trend qualities of the
Bells of Steel business model
is that revenue is 100% generated
through
an
ecommerce operating platform. With little overhead as
well, Bells of Steel has demonstrated how a proven
framework for success operates, revealed in the significant sales growth recognized
over the last decade.
The company designs
industry-leading
free
weighted equipment, followed
by outsourcing all of the
manufacturing which is then
imported from overseas to
Canada and the USA. Customers buy the products online, often as a pre-order, and
the branded equipment ships
direct to your door from a
Bells of Steel warehouse.
That is forward-thinking ingenuity – a $20 million creative business operation –
right from a rural Russell
home office.

K aevon K hoozaniw ith his w ife Lindsay,holding baby Juno,and daughter Georgia

CO N T IN U E D O N PAGE 8-A

SO L VIN G A PR O BL E M
Khoozani’s story is one of
a modern-day entrepreneur,
utilizing the convenience of a
laptop to grow a business
niche into a company spanning two countries, with 25
employees.
“We’ve definitely seen
substantial
growth,”
he
stated. “We’ve been able to
turn a small ‘rag tag gang’ of
a couple of guys into a successful business with an effective organizational structure.”
Bells of Steel was started
out of necessity. Living in
Calgary at the time, an athletic Khoozani became active
in strength training sports
which included kettle bells,
Olympic weightlifting, and
power lifting type exercises
but found it nearly impossi-

2021S hoal Lake S chool
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P a ndem ic h a s va stly a ccelera ted th e business’s grow th
Khoozani chooses not to
use a popular e-commerce
company like Amazon because Amazon can’t move the
heavy freight – and it’s not
efficient for either party.
Amazon has weight and box
limits, and Bells of Steel’s
products consist of heavy material that is extremely substantial in size. Shipping is
usually completed through
UPS, since they have a high
shipping weight limit, and
will accommodate to allow
multiple things to transport
on one pallet.
“Our Canadian base of operation is in Calgary where
we have our own 6,400 square
foot warehouse and our own
staff,” Khoozani explained.
“Our USA operation is in Indianapolis where we have
what is called a third-party
logistics company – a business that all they do is store
and ship other people’s products. I have a gym that I contract to do things for me as
well.”

A CO M PU T E R BE GIN N E R
It really is amazing what
can be accomplished from a
computer.
“When I first started…”
Khoozani laughed. “Well, I
don’t think that I ever owned
a computer until in my mid20s, and I didn’t have the
Internet growing up either.”
Bells of Steel relies almost

from p age 7-A
entirely on a technology saturated business model that
started in 2010. Khoozani was
only 24 at the time, and his
computer skills were secondrate with the simplest of
tasks.
“My computer ability
went from basic to very advanced; when I started, I used
a few business products along
the way to help grow my
skill,” he explained. “I can
now run the backend of a
website, integrate different
apps, and tech related products used in the business operations… I went from almost
no computer skills to learning basically every piece of
tech that we have with the
company… and I’m completely self-taught.”
The World Wide Web is a
massive space for a consumer, let alone a competitive retailer with branding attached. Through staying current and on top of the market, Khoozani has taken his
online shopping experience
and has become more proficient with operations down to
the delivery of the sale. Bells
of Steel hits on every level –
website and direct sales marketing, paid ad space, and an
active social media presence.
Similar to an in-store environment, this offers a sense

of inspiring discovery rather
than basic product lists and a
searchable database.
“For a breakdown of revenue, it’s always hard to cross
reference,” Khoozani clarified. “Maybe they see you on
social media, but they look
you up on your website... it’s
hard to tell.”
He listed that 50% of generated sales come from an organic google search, 20-30%
are sourced from email marketing, and then 20% is paid
ads. Surprisingly, a trivial 5
to 10% of sales come from social media, a number not reflective in the traffic viewed
on those sites.
“Our social media is helpful for people to explore and
to build trust, but for the
amount of effort put in, it’s
one of the lower kickbacks,”
he said. “Especially since the
pandemic, there has been so
many fitness equipment companies surface that aren’t
there much longer than to
take your payment. People
can be skeptical of new companies, and that worry is
validated… we are not a flyby-night company.”
E-commerce sales have
grown tremendously during
the last years’ pandemic
state. With having a lockdown after lockdown mixed
with a definite stay-at-home
pandemic public order, Internet sales in every industry,

and in every country rose in
unprecedented fashion. Canadian online sales in the second quarter of 2020 skyrocketed 71%, according to data
from Salesforce’s Shopping
Index for Canadian Retailers.
Furthermore, eight out of 10
Canadians have made a purchase online for the first time
during the pandemic, leaving
many to say that after experiencing the convenience to
shop at home, they will continue shopping online into
the future.

H O W T O GR O W
“Pre-pandemic, our sales
were about $3 million,” Khoozani said. “And then in 2020
during the onset of the pandemic we did about $7 million, and then in 2021, we are
still in a pandemic and on
target to do $20 million this
year in sales.”
That’s the crazy thing
about seeing such benchmark
growth… Bells of Steel went
from $3 to $7 million very
quickly, but Khoozani and
his partner invested the majority of the profit back into
the company to do that. By
living rurally within his
means, Khoozani was able to
reinvest to gain more inventory, more staff, more infrastructure… that’s fundamentally how to see growth like
that. Humbly, he credits a
handful of his success to his

back-office location.
“Being in a rural setting
allows you to focus on what
you do best,” he smiled. “If I
were to be in the warehouse
every day in Calgary, I’d
probably be busy but not doing things that essentially
were my core focus.”
As founder and CEO,
Khoozani excels at the highlevel aspects to the Bells of
Steel operation – setting up
technology processes, managing overall operations, making pivotal decisions, and
working to develop a short
and long-term business strategy, among other things.
“Everybody who works
for me is better than me at
what they do individually.
So, it has forced me to focus
on what I do best; I’m not a
good and efficient warehouse
worker, nor a great sales guy,
and I’m just an okay customer service rep,” he explained. “I think that’s how
you become extremely successful in an organization…
making sure that you are doing what you do best.”
Khoozani also stated that
pre-pandemic he only travelled to each of the warehouses once or twice per
year. At the heart of it all,
the business, on its own, is a
well-oiled machine.
“I am a core component to
the growth of the business,
but not the maintenance of

it,” he said. “You have to
delegate, and trust that
you’ve hired the right people,
and then let them do their
job.”
Another unique facet is
the obvious – the core of
Bells of Steel operates out of
a small office in a rural farmhouse north of Russell,
which is the best thing to
have come out of the business. Khoozani is only a
stone’s throw away from his
growing family tucked back
in their country house.
“I can just pop up from
my office and have lunch
with everyone on any given
day,” he smiled. “It’s the
ability to have that time…
the family part is the best
since getting married and becoming a dad.”
Khoozani is quite modest
when talking about his success but being on target to
see a revenue stream of $20
million means that Bells of
Steel is here to stay.
It’s really eye-opening
what someone with initiative, drive, and entrepreneurial spirit can accomplish.
The simple truth amongst big
numbers and an even bigger
accomplishment
is
that
Khoozani is running a multimillion-dollar business from
his five-year-old MacBook in
rural Manitoba… and he’s
darn good at it too.

SALE!!! W illow Heights Sub d ivision
Am enities:fib re to the ho m e inte rne t, b urie d hyd ro , te le pho ne , a nd na tura l ga s.

LIM IT ED T IM E OF F ER : the first 2 lots w illsellat:$18,000 and the next 2 at $20,000.
For m ore details contact K en by phone 204-764-2904 or em ail:K enK irk@ royallepage.ca

Consid er life in Ham iota...
Housing O ptions:
re a so na b ly pric e d ho m e s fo rsa le ,
c o nd o m inium s, a pa rtm e ntsuite s,
a nd a ffo rd a b le se nio rliving
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e le m e nta ry a nd high sc ho o ls,
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unlim ite d inte rne tm a ke s ite a sy
to pa rtic ipa te in o nline c o urse s.

Health and wellness:
m e d ic a l c linic , c a nc e rc a re , 20 b e d
a c ute c a re ho spita l, 24/ 7 ER, la b
a nd x -ra y, d e nta l o ffic e , c hiro pra c tic , physic a l, o c c upa tio na l,
m a ssa ge , a nd re fle x o lo gy
the ra pie s, 30 b e d pe rso na l c a re
ho m e , pha rm a c y, a nd a fully
e quippe d gym o ffe ring yo ga a nd
fitne ss c la sse s.

Activities:
fo llo w Re c re a tio n Ha m io ta o n
Fa c e b o o k, b a se b a ll, so ftb a ll,
ho c ke y, ska ting, vo lle yb a ll, go lfing,
sw im m ing, a qua -fit, hunting,
c ro ss-c o untry gro o m e d ski tra ils
( b o th fre e style & c la ssic ) ,
sno w m o b iling, hiking tra ils,
c urling, a rtc la sse s, quilting,
d a nc ing, a c ting, ga rd e ning, c a rd

ga m e s, b illia rd s, flo o r
shuffle b o a rd , a nd m o re -w ith o ve r
40 c o m m unity gro ups to jo in, yo u
a re sure to find se ve ra l to o c c upy
yo urle isure tim e .
U tilities:a wa te rtre a tm e ntpla nt
pro vid ing a re lia b le supply o f c le a n
pure thirstque nc hing wa te ra nd
we e kly ga rb a ge a nd re c yc ling
c urb sid e pic kup.

HAM IOTA, M B

‘Y our N ew H om e’
w w w.ham iota.com
Em ail:hedc@ ham iota.com
Phone:204-764-0240 (N ancy)

Econom y:a stro ng a gric ultura l
b a se supple m e nte d b y m e d ic a l,
e d uc a tio na l, fina nc ia l, re ta il,
to urism a nd skille d tra d e se c to rs.
C onnectivity:c o m m unity o w ne d
a ffo rd a b le high spe e d fib re
inte rne t, 1 ho urto a re gio na l
a irpo rta nd 3 ho urs to e a c h o f
3 inte rna tio na l a irpo rts.

Crossroads

FRID AY ,A PRIL 9,2021

This week

9-A

R ussell R CM P m a ke a n a rrest, issue COVID -19 fines

On March 24, Russell
RCMP responded to a report
of a disturbance at a local
business on Main Street in
Inglis.
A 51-year-old male entered the business without a
mask, and when reminded
of the public health orders
by an employee, he proceeded to get angry and belligerent. He refused to put
on a mask, and then began
to bang his fists on the
counter and against the
plastic partition, where the
employee was standing. He
then left the store for a few
minutes, then returned and
continued to be belligerent
and act out.
As part of the investigation, officers located the
male suspect a short time
later at his own place of
business. The male was yell-

(with conditions) and is
scheduled to appear in
court at a later date.


RCMP Briefs
Provincial Roundup
ing, swearing and being belligerent towards officers
and was subsequently arrested.
He is facing charges of
Mischief, Causing a Disturbance along with Failing to
wear a Mask x2 ($298) and
Failing to wear a mask in
his own business ($5,000).
He was released from custody on an Undertaking

On April 2, a Portage la
Prairie RCMP officer on patrol observed an off-road vehicle (ORV) side by side, go
through a stop sign, and
continue to drive erratically
on 4th Street NW, in Portage la Prairie.
The officer initiated a
traffic stop however the
ORV fled from police, lost
control and spun out. The
officer stopped his vehicle
and the ORV started driving
and struck the police vehicle, causing damage and injuring the officer. The officer was taken to the hospital with minor injuries.
A short time later, officers received a call about a
male who was trying to get

Prairie View
M unicip ality
N OT ICE O F F IR E BAN
In a c c o rd a nc e with By-La w 2016-05 o f Pra irie Vie w M unic ipa lity to
re gula te b urning within the M unic ipa lity.
As o f April 6, 2021, the re will b e a b urn b a n in e ffe c t.All o utd o o r
fire s a re b a nne d with the e x c lusio n o f b a rb e que s a nd d e signa te d
c a m pfire pits in the M unic ipa lity.
The M unic ipa lity d uring a fire b a n m a y in re spe c to f a ny re la te d
c o sts inc urre d in ta king a ny type o f wild fire pro te c tio n c ha rge suc h
c o sts to the pe rso n who c a use d the wild fire , o rthe o wne ro r
o c c upa nto f the la nd o rpro pe rty in re spe c tto whic h the a c tio n wa s
ta ke n.The b a n will b e in e ffe c tuntil suc h tim e a s the Fire Chie fs o r
d e signa te s re m o ve the b a n.
Ple a se m o nito rthe PVM we b site o rd o wnlo a d the PVM a pp to yo ur
m o b ile pho ne fo rfurthe rupd a te s.
Tha nk yo u fo ryo urc o o pe ra tio n in e nsuring the sa fe ty o f o ur
c o m m unitie s!
D a te d this April 6, 2021.
Birtle & M iniota Fire D epartm ent
C ouncilofPrairie View M unicipality

EM P LOY M EN T
O P P O R T UN IT IES
Pra irie Vie w M unic ipa lity is inviting a pplic a tio ns fo r the fo llo w ing
e m plo ym e nto ppo rtunitie s.
Applic a tio n fo rm s a re a va ila b le o nline a t http://
w w w.m ypra irie vie w.c a und e r Em plo ym e nt Oppo rtunitie s. Ple a se
fo rwa rd yo ur e m plo ym e nt a pplic a tio n to the und e rsigne d b y 4:30
p.m ., April 16, 2021.
C harlene Bonchuk,CAO
Prairie View M unicipality
678 M ain S treet,Box 70
Birtle,M B R0M 0C 0
Phone:204-842-3234
Fax:204-842-3496
Em ail:cao@ m yprairieview.ca
Only a pplic a nts se le c te d fo ra n inte rvie w will b e c o nta c te d .

an ORV started in a field
north of Portage la Prairie.
RCMP attended and located
the male walking away. He
was arrested without incident. He was taken to the
RCMP detachment where he
provided breath samples
that were over twice the legal limit.
The 31-year-old male has
been charged with Dangerous Operation of a Conveyance Causing Bodily Harm,
Operation of a Conveyance
while Impaired, Operation
of a Conveyance with a
blood alcohol content equal
to or higher then 80 mg %
Causing Bodily Harm, Failure to Stop at the Scene of a
Collision and Flight from a
Peace Officer.
The RCMP would like to
thank the numerous civilians who stopped and came

to the aid of the injured officer as well as all the witnesses that provided information that led to the arrest
of the accused.


On March 30, Winnipegosis RCMP received a report
of stranded fishermen and a
missing snowmobiler on
Thompson Island on Lake
Winnipegosis.
It has been determined
that sometime overnight
from March 29-30, a 27-yearold man, of Easterville, had
departed a remote cabin on
Thompson Island on a
snowmobile. When he left,
he also had the keys to a
bombardier, leaving two
other males stranded at the
cabin.
One of the stranded
males was able to make contact with a family member

Birtle O ffice (C orporate)
678 M ain S treet
Box 70,Birtle,M B R0M 0C 0
Phone:204-842-3403 / 204-842-3234
Fax:204-842-3496

by radio, but communication was difficult. The
stranded men did have shelter, food, and supplies. Police immediately checked
the missing man’s residence
in Easterville, but he had
not returned home.
On March 31, searchers
located a damaged snowmobile on Lake Winnipegosis,
approximately 18 kilometres
north of Sapotaweyak Cree
Nation. A short time later,
local search parties located
the body of the missing man
a short distance from the
snowmobile. It is believed
he died from exposure.
The RCMP would like to
thank all the community
members as well as those
who came from outside the
community, for their assistance in the search.

M iniota O ffice (Satellite)
111 Sarah Avenue
Box 70,M iniota,M B R0M 1M 0
Phone:204-567-3683
Fax:204-567-3807

w w w .m yprairieview .ca

F U L L -T IM E PE R M AN E N T
PU BL IC W O R K S O PE R AT O R / L ABO U R E R
The suc c e ssful a pplic a nt w ill b e re spo nsib le fo r o pe ra ting
m unic ipa l e quipm e nta nd m a inta ining ro a d s a s we ll a s a ssisting in
wa ste m a na ge m e nt o pe ra tio ns a nd m a inte na nc e o f pub lic pa rks
a nd pro pe rtie s. M ust ha ve a po sitive a ttitud e , b e ha rd -wo rking,
sa fe ty o rie nta te d , a d he re to po lic ie s a nd pro c e d ure s, ha ve a so lid
kno w le d ge o f e quipm e nt o pe ra tio n a nd b e w illing to wo rk
ind e pe nd e ntly, o ve rtim e a nd we e ke nd s if ne c e ssa ry.
Pre fe re nc e w ill b e give n to c a nd id a te s w ho ho ld a va lid Cla ss 3
d rive rlic e nse with a irb ra ke e nd o rse m e nt.
Pra irie Vie w M unic ipa lity o ffe rs a c o m pre he nsive b e ne fits pa c ka ge
with sa la ry a s pe rthe c urre ntc o lle c tive a gre e m e nt.

F U L L -T IM E PE R M AN E N T
W AST E M AN AGE M E N T O PE R AT O R
The suc c e ssful a pplic a nt w ill b e re spo nsib le fo r o pe ra tio n a nd
m a inte na nc e o f the Birtle La nd fill. Pre fe re nc e w ill b e give n to
c a nd id a te s w ho po sse ss a Cla ss 3 lic e nse o r gre a te r a nd ha ve
e quipm e nt o pe ra ting e x pe rie nc e . This is a physic a lly d e m a nd ing
po sitio n in a n o utd o o rwo rk e nviro nm e nt.
D e ta ile d jo b d e sc riptio ns a re a va ila b le fro m the M unic ipa l o ffic e s.
This po sitio n will re m a in o pe n until fille d b y a suita b le c a nd id a te .
Pra irie Vie w M unic ipa lity o ffe rs a c o m pre he nsive b e ne fits pa c ka ge
with sa la ry a s pe rthe c urre ntc o lle c tive a gre e m e nt.

PAR T -T IM E / CASU AL
PU BL IC W O R K S O PE R AT O R
The suc c e ssful a pplic a nt w ill b e re spo nsib le fo r o pe ra ting
m unic ipa l gra d e rs a nd m a inta ining ro a d s in a sa fe a nd a ppro pria te
m a nne r.
Pre fe re nc e w ill b e give n to c a nd id a te s w ho ha ve e x pe rie nc e
o pe ra ting a m o to r gra d e r a nd ha ve kno w le d ge o f ro a d
m a inte na nc e te c hnique s.
M o re info rm a tio n o n the Pra irie Vie w M unic ipa lity a nd a d e ta ile d
listing o f d utie s a nd re spo nsib ilitie s is a va ila b le a tthe o ffic e .

SU M M E R E M PL O Y E E S
Pra irie Vie w M unic ipa lity is a c c e pting a pplic a tio ns fo rPub lic W o rks
La b o ure rs und e r the Ho m e to wn Gre e n Te a m Pro gra m to wo rk o n
c o m m unity b e a utific a tio n pro je c ts a nd a ssist in the m a inte na nc e
o f m unic ipa l gro und s suc h a s tra ils, spo rts gro und s a nd pa rks.
Eligib le a pplic a nts m ustb e b e twe e n the a ge s o f 16 a nd 29, po sse ss
a full d rive r’s lic e nse , a nd a re re quire d to supply CSA a ppro ve d
ste e l to e b o o ts.The se po sitio ns will b e up to 40 ho urs pe rwe e k fo r
the sum m e rse a so n.

N OT ICE O F P UBLIC H EAR IN G
2021 F IN AN CIAL PL AN
T U E SDAY ,APR IL 27,6:30 P.M .
PUBLIC N OTICE is he re b y give n in a c c o rd a nc e w ith sub se c tio n
162( 2) o f The M unic ipa l Ac t tha t Co unc il o f Pra irie Vie w
M unic ipa lity w ill pre se nt the pro po se d 2021 Fina nc ia l Pla n a t a
Pub lic He a ring he ld o n April 27, 2021 a t6:30 p.m .
N OTE: Give n the COVID -19 re gula tio ns we a re re quiring a ll
m e m b e rs o f the pub lic w ho w ish to a tte nd the m e e ting to PREREGISTER to a llo w the CAO to a rra nge fo r a ppro pria te
a c c o m m o d a tio ns fo rthe he a ring.
Ple a se pre -re giste r b y Thursd a y, April 22, a t 12:00 no o n
b y c a lling 204-842-3234 o r 204-567-3683 o r e m a iling:
c a o @ m ypra irie vie w.c a .
Co pie s o f the pro po se d Fina nc ia l Pla n will b e a va ila b le b y April 19,
2021 o n the we b site a t w w w.m ypra irie vie w.c a . M e m b e rs o f the
pub lic m a y re que st a c o py b e se nt to the m b y e m a iling:
c a o @ m ypra irie vie w.c a d uring re gula rb usine ss ho urs.
Ple a se c o nsid e r re vie w ing the Fina nc ia l Pla n a nd sub m itting
que stio ns o r c o m m e nts to the CAO prio r to the Pub lic He a ring in
lie u o f a tte nd ing in pe rso n.
C harlene Bonchuk,C M M A
C hiefAdm inistrative O fficer
Prairie View M unicipality
Em ail:cao@ m yprairieview.ca
w w w.m yprairieview.ca
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Budget relea sed

Greg

Nesbitt
UN D ER T H E D OM E
lier than planned:
•phasing out of education
property taxes by 50 percent
over the next two years (25 percent per year) for residential
and farm properties, and 10
percent for other types of property, with rebates returning
nearly $250 million to approximately 658,000 property owners
this year, and an average rebate of $1,140 over two years;
•removing the PST on personal services including haircuts and salon services as of
December;
•reducing vehicle registration fees a further 10 percent
starting in July; and
•indexing Basic Personal
Amount and personal income
tax brackets to inflation so an
additional 1,500 Manitobans
won’t have to pay provincial income tax for 2021.
Budget 2021 protects Manitoba’s environment for future
generations by investing:
•$1 million for Conservation
and Climate Fund projects; and
•$20
million-endowment
fund for provincial parks.
Budget 2021 includes more
than $62 million to help businesses retrain employees and
develop e-commerce platforms,
and $25 million for youth job
programs.
Additional tax relief for
small businesses includes lowering payroll tax thresholds to
reduce rates for approximately
1,100 small businesses, and exempting approximately 240.
A record $2.1-billion investment in strategic infrastructure
will help drive construction
jobs and stimulate the economy
with $630 million for road construction and maintenance, including $107 million through
the Manitoba Restart Program,
which will allow safety improvements such as the intersection of the Trans-Canada
Highway and PTH 16.
Budget 2021 also supports
communities through the following commitments:
•$103.5 million increase for
priority strategic infrastructure
projects that match federal
funds under the Investing in
Canada Infrastructure Program;
•flexible basket funding to
municipalities with $172.6 million in operating costs and $137
million in capital costs;
•$5.6 million more for the
Building Sustainable Communities Program to fund more
than 10 larger-scale community
capital projects.
Budget 2021 documents are
available at www.manitoba.ca/
budget2021.

THUNDER ROLLS

DAR R E L L N E SBIT T / CR O SSR O ADS T H IS W E E K

Commodities hauled by CN Rail and CP Rail on lines within the area vary with CN trains passing through the Prairie
View Municipality often being the intermodal container service variety, touching on one container but three different
modes of transportation. Trains on tracks and vehicles on highways often connect at one point or another, as is the case
at the crossing over Highway 24 in the Arrow River area. As the thunder rolls, CN and CP are connected to the
communities and municipalities of which their engines and cars rumble through.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

THE

Budget 2021: Protecting
Manitobans, Advancing Manitoba, will protect Manitobans
and their services through
COVID-19 and advance the provincial economy past the pandemic.
Manitoba has invested more
per person on health care, education and social services combined than any other province,
and Budget 2021 increases funding in these priority areas by
nearly $1.5 billion.
Budget 2021 will provide
$1.18 billion for COVID-19 costs
including personal protective
equipment and vaccine deployment.
Health-care funding increases by $156 million to the
highest level in Manitoba history – $6.98 billion.
Other commitments include:
•$812 million in capital for
rural and northern health care
under the multi-year Clinical
and Preventative Services Plan;
•$50 million to reduce wait
times for hip, knee and cataract procedures, and surgeries
and services delayed by the
pandemic;
•additional $23 million for
cancer treatments and $2.7 million to expand dialysis;
•$9.3 million to add more
than 120 personal care home
beds; and
•continuous glucose monitor
coverage for eligible children
and youth under 25 and increasing insulin pump coverage to 25 from age 18.
The province will provide
nearly $4 million more for
early learning and child care,
with operating grants of $1.6
million to child-care centres
supporting 392 spaces that
opened over the past year, 150
new spaces in capital projects
opening over the coming year,
plus 50 new home-based licensed child-care spaces.
Budget 2021 makes a record
investment above $3 billion in
the public school system. Overall education support includes:
•more than $78 million for
COVID-19 costs through the
Safe Schools Fund;
•$5.5 million for special
needs funding;
•$5 million to advance the
Better Education Starts Today
strategy to improve the education system, plus an Education
Funding Guarantee of at least
$1.6 billion in additional investment over four years;
•nearly $4 million to support online, distance and remote learning;
•a new refundable Teaching
Expense Tax Credit that will allow child-care and kindergarten to Grade 12 educators to
claim a 15 percent refund for
up to $1,000 on eligible supplies
not reimbursed by their employer; and
•an increase of $100 million
in school capital project funding to accelerate construction
of the 20 New Schools Guarantee, build major additions and
make renovations.
Budget 2021 leaves more
money on the kitchen tables of
Manitoba families by delivering in full the $2,020 Tax Rollback Guarantee one year ear-

STILL’S

GENO’S

Septic Service

EXCAVATION
SERVICE SHOAL LAKE, MB

& P o rta ble To ilet R en ta ls
Isabella,M B

SKIDSTEER - BACKHOE - LOADER

• weeping tile &
membrane installation
• topsoil • landscaping
• tree & cement removal
EUGENE HERSAK

(204) 759-2209

Ph. 204

5 68-4 5 74

Cell. 204

764 -0027

Interior & Exterior Painting
Airless Spraying
Textured Ceilings
Paper Hanging
Minor Drywall Repairs

204

764-2578 Hamiota, MB

WHYTES

Eddy’s Septic Service
& Portable Toilet Rentals

LUMBER LTD.

Residential & Commercial

“For products & service
you can count on”

Edwin Szwaluk
204 759-2317
cell:
204 365-0154

DARYL’S PAINTING
& DECORATING
•
•
•
•
•

Your local
information source

Kenton

204

838-2265

Plumbing & Heating

354

plumbheat35@gmail.com
Your Rural
204.848.2101
Plumbing Experts
204.848.0324

Certified Septic System Installer
32 Years Experience

COUNTRYSIDE TRENCHING
BACKHOE SERVICE
Pumps - Ritchie Waterbowls & Parts - Hydrants
Septic & Cisterns - Well Casing - Snow Removal
Call Eric or Judy Brown at:
Cell 204-365-7549
Res. 204-759-3400
“You name it we’ll dig it!”

TED

MATERIAL ON HAND

KOROSCIL

Gravel - Sand - Top Soil
Pea Gravel - Limestone
Clay - Pit Run

M E C H A N I C A L
PLUMBING | HEATING | AIR CONDITIONING

SERVICES

Box 51 Birtle, MB R0M 0C0

New Construction, Renovations & More

CONTACT RICK SNOW

204.365.7789
Box 5 Birtle, MB
R0M 0C0
tedkoroscilmechanical@gmail.com

Res. 2048423832
Cell. 2048470960

Snow Plowing & Removal
Demolition & Excavation
Earth & Gravel Hauling
Landscaping & Leveling
Water & Sewer Line
Installation
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N O T CU RREN TLY
A SU BSCRIBER?
If you’re a subscriber and you’re reading this, we’d like to say thank you for your
readership and support, but you can feel free to flip the page and keep enjoying this
60 page edition (the biggest in our history!) as this message is intended for those who
currently aren’t subscribed to our newspaper.
For those of you who don’t have a subscription, we hope you’re enjoying this
complimentary edition of Crossroads This Week. A lot of love and care went into the
paper you’re holding and we hope that comes through. Frankly, we put this much
care into every edition so if you enjoy the stories you’re reading, we hope you may
consider purchasing a subscription and help keep local journalism alive and well in
our communities.

W e ’d lo ve
to have
yo u abo ard .

If after reading this edition you decide that you would like to join our growing
subscriber base, we have a fantastic deal for you. Below, you’ll find a form you can
fill out that will sign you up until the end of 2021 and save you some money on the
cost of your subscription in the process. This deal is only open to new subscribers.
As a newspaper, we have a long history in our region, a tradition that dates
back over 125 years. The local newspaper has always been the most trusted
source for news and we feel that is no different today. The hard work of our
staff is the reason people continue to turn to us for their news and
advertising. We feel this paper belongs to our communities and we’re
honoured to tell your stories.
I am incredibly proud of the product we produce each and
every week, and I hope as you browse this edition, you
are too. As newspapers we are preserving the history of
our communities, and that’s a job we take very seriously.
Sincerely,

Ryan Nesbitt
Publisher

TH IS O FFE R IS O P E N TO N E W S U BS CR IBE R S O N LY !
P L E ASE SIG N M E UP

N e w s u b s crib e rs o n ly. Ple a s e e n clo s e a che qu e (p a ya b le to Cro s s ro a ds T his W e e k),o r fill in the cre dit ca rd in fo rm a tio n b e lo w .

U N TIL TH E E N D O F 2021
P lea se check o n e o ptio n :

Nam e
A d d ress

S ubcribe rBo x -$22

.40

ta xes inclu d ed

R esid ents o fBirtle, H a m io ta , R o ssbu rn, Sho a l L a ke, R u ssell, Angu sville,
Beu la h, Binsca rth, E lphinsto ne, F o xw a rren, M inio ta , O a kbu rn, Stra thcla ir, Vista .

Tow n/C ity
Phone

Posta lC od e
Em a il

L o cal Are a -$32.96 ta xes inclu d ed

Plea se C ha rg e Subscription to m y C red it C a rd :

Arro w R iver, Ca rd a le, Cra nd a ll, D ecker, E rickso n, Inglis, Isa bella , K ento n,
L a ke Au d y, L eno re, M cAu ley, M enzie, New d a le, O a k R iver, O lha , O na no le,
R ivers, R a pid City, Sa nd y L a ke, So lsgirth, St. L a za re, W a yw a yseeca ppo .

#

E m ail -$15

If yo u w ish to pay by cre d itcard
yo u m ay also call M iche lle ato ur
o ffice at204-759-2644 (ext. 1).

.75

ta xes inclu d ed

W ith this o ptio n yo u w o u ld receive yo u r“pa per” a s a n em a iled P D F ed itio n
to sa ve o n the po sta ge co sts.
O fferexpires M a y 31, 2021.

O ffice hours:M ond a y to Thursd a y, 8:30 a .m . to 4:30 p.m .
C losed over noon hour.

Expiry:

Crossroads
This week

M ail th is form to:NesbittP ublish ing Ltd ., B ox 160, S h oal Lake, M B , R 0J 1Z0 • or call our office at204-759-2644 (ext. 1) to p ay by Visa/M astercard
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How to reb oot your longevity tod ay
Oz & Roizen
H EALT H Y LIVIN G
obesity – and, yes, a shorter
life expectancy. Three crosssectional
epidemiological
studies that lasted six to 14
years show that sleeping five
hours or less a night increases your risk of death by
roughly 15%.
In addition, strengthtraining exercises promote
bone health and help you retain muscle mass and tone as
you age – linchpins of increased longevity.
Your goal: 10,000 steps a
day or the equivalent and two
to three 20 to 30 minute
strength training sessions
weekly.
You become what you eat.
A plant-based healthy diet can
protect and improve your gut
biome, which influences not
only blood glucose levels, bodily inflammation and absorption of nutrients, it directly
impacts
your
immune
strength, cancer risk and
mood.
Avoiding
all
ultraprocessed foods, red and
processed meats and sugarand syrup-added products can
defeat chronic illnesses like

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
B.Comm. (Hons.), LL.B.

Direct Line: 2047258765
Fax: 2047261948
Email: bfilyk@mhlaw.ca

110-11th Street • Brandon, MB • 204-727-8461
What’s important to you?
• Fin an cialPlan n in g
• In vestm en t Plan n in g
• In su ran ce Plan n in g
• Estate Plan n in g
Making tomorrows decisions today.

M e lan ie Po tte r

Your local information source

The best value
for your dollar!
• Minimum 6 month booking

100-105 FortW hyte W a y,Oa k Blu ff,M B R4G 0B1

• Ads billed in advance

1-85 5 -727-3 5 5 3 b arr y@ tw e rd u n w e alth .co m

• Limited copy changes

NOTICE

$11

per
week

Only $264 for 6 months
* Per week rates pre-paid on a yearly basis

Jennifer Seib

Due to the COVID pandemic, we are not
conducting in-person appointments. We are
utilizing telephone and virtual meetings exclusively.
For your convenience, you may leave any
confidential materials for us at any of our secure
indoor drop box locations (retrieved at least once
weekly).

GENERAL, AUTO & TRAVEL INSURANCE
FINANCIAL SERVICES

DROP BOX LOCATIONS

18007998010

CONTACT INFORMATION
204-764-2544
204-726-1995
888-726-1995
allianceaccounting.ca

Wealth Consultant
Credential Asset Management Inc.

www.andrewagencies.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

THE

Alliance Office - 71 Maple Ave. E.
Twin Valley Co-op - 862 Main St.
Alliance Office - 2425 Victoria Ave.

Crossroads
This week

For advertising information call
us today at 204-759-2644

Insurance Representative
Credential Financial Strategies Inc.

204.571.3856

ext. 4300
jennifer.seib@fusioncu.com

Planning and actionable strategies to
help you achieve your financial goals.
Experience and expertise you can trust.
Call today for an appointment.

Your local information source

The best value
for your dollar!
• Minimum 6 month booking

Have your
message
viewed by
5,500 readers
weekly!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Professional Wealth Associate

CFP,CLU,Ch .F.C.

Hamiota
Brandon
Toll-Free
Website

Your local
information source

BLAIR J. FILYK

Barr y Tw e rd u n

Hamiota
Birtle
Brandon

mature aging and cancer
genes could be short-circuited
before they light up. But until
then (and even after that)
spring into action! Nothing
feels as good as taking charge
of – and improving – your
health and happiness! Check
out Dr. Mike’s upcoming
book “The Great Age Reboot”
for more tips.
Mehmet Oz, M.D. is host of
“The Dr. Oz Show,” and Mike
Roizen, M.D. is Chief Wellness
Officer and Chair of Wellness
Institute at Cleveland Clinic.
To live your healthiest, tune
into “The Dr. Oz Show” or
visit www.sharecare.com.

Other studies show giving to
others is associated with immune strength, as well as
avoidance of disability.
Your goal: 10 minutes of
meditation in the morning
and evening; volunteering at
least three hours a week.
One day, according to a
new study by researchers at
AgeX Therapeutics, it may be
possible to influence how
your genes that are related to
aging are expressed, and
healthy tissue may be able to
be regenerated when it is
damaged or lost over time or
through illness. That would
greatly reduce the risk of pre-

THE

Drs.

Adopting meditation, yoga
or deep breathing can improve mental and physical
health. One study found that
after about 7.5 to 19 years,
folks who practiced transcendental meditation were 23%
less likely to die of any cause,
30% less likely to die of cardiovascular disease and 49%
less likely to die of cancer
during the follow-up period.
In addition, volunteering
to help others boosts mental
and physical health. One
study found 89% of volunteers
felt it boosted sense of wellbeing, and 77% felt it “improves emotional health.”

diabetes, ease depression and
make your RealAge younger –
in some cases, by decades.
Your goal: five to nine
servings of fruits and vegetables a day, lean proteins from
fatty fish and skinless poultry
(if you eat meats), no added
sugars or syrups, only 100%
whole grains.
Find your happy place.
Longevity depends on emotional and mental wellbeing,
as well as physical health. A
19-year Canadian study found
life expectancy was seven to
18 years longer for depressionfree folks than for those who
were depressed.

THE

After a year of overeating,
inertia and constant stress,
it’s time to reclaim your
health and extend your longevity. You can spring into action and, in three short
months you will see enormous
rewards.
This plan – which weaves
together nutritional upgrades,
physical activity, emotional
calming and cultivating happiness – will actually alter
some genes, as well as your
gut biome, hormones and neurotransmitters. The result is a
reduction in your risk for cancer, heart disease, sexual dysfunction, dementia, diabetes
and other chronic, noncommunicable
disorders.
You’ll live longer and healthier –a combo you always want
to cultivate.
The power of exercise. One
of the most far-reaching and
least obvious ways exercise
extends longevity is by causing epigenetic changes – that’s
the turning on and off of certain genes. As a result, tumors are suppressed, and
cancer-promoting genes are
turned off.
Exercise also modifies how
your body metabolizes fat, offering you protection from
clogged arteries, heart attack
and stroke. And it dispels
chronic stress, tamping down
inflammation and the associated risk for diabetes, some
cancers, heart disease, brain
fog and depression.
Exercise also improves
sleep by reducing levels of
stress hormones such as
adrenaline and cortisol. That
lowers your risk for high
blood pressure, diabetes and

• Ads billed in advance
• Limited copy changes

$11

per
week

Only $264 for 6 months
* Per week rates pre-paid on a yearly basis

Mutual Funds are oﬀered through Credential Asset Management Inc. Credential
Financial Strategies Inc. is a member company under Aviso Wealth Inc., oﬀering
ﬁnancial planning, life insurance and investments to members of credit unions and
their communities. ®Credential is a registered mark owned by Aviso Wealth Inc.
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R ussell’s next p op -up clinic resch eduled
>> D ela ys in va ccin e deliveries from the federa l govern m en tca use p op -up clin ic p ostp on em en ts a cross the p rovin ce
Russell is one of 24 pop-up
clinic locations expected to be
rescheduled from April 12 to
15.
Delays in two deliveries of
Moderna vaccine to the province from the federal government will affect upcoming appointments at pop-up clinics.
A delivery of 28,300 doses expected the week of March 22
did not arrive until April 3. In
addition, 28,400 doses expected
this week will not arrive until
next week. The exact delivery
date is not known.
The province has carefully
reviewed all available vaccine
supplies in the province to
minimize the effects of this
supply disruption. It is not
possible to use Pfizer vaccine
for pop-up clinics because
these doses will be used at
other vaccine appointments.
Appointments booked at
Glenboro (April 7), Matheson
Island (April 8), Pine Dock
(April 8), Faulkner (April 8),

Whitemouth (April 8), and
Piney (April 9) pop-up clinics
will be honoured, but no additional appointments are being
made. Other pop-up clinics
scheduled this week will not
be affected.
Along with Russell (April
13), the additional 23 pop-up
clinics scheduled from April
12 to 15 throughout the province will need to be rescheduled due to this supply disruption, with approximately 7,200
people affected. These include:
•Steinbach (April 12, 13, 14
and 15);
•Pine Falls (April 13);
•Stonewall (April 13);
•Flin Flon (April 13, 14 and
15);
•Virden (April 13);
•Gladstone (April 13);
•Pinawa (April 14);
•Eriksdale (April 14);
•Teulon (April 14);
•The Pas (April 14);
•Swan River (April 14);
•Killarney (April 14);

•Portage la Prairie (April
14 and 15);
•Arborg (April 15);
•St. Laurent (April 15);
•Beausejour (April 15);
•Dauphin (April 15).
The province will be reaching out to affected people by
phone, email and text to advise them of this change. Individuals may choose to book
an appointment at a super site
or wait for another pop-up to
be rescheduled. These pop-up
clinics will be rescheduled
based on vaccine deliveries.

E L IGIBIL IT Y CR IT E R IA
Eligibility to be immunized at a super site or pop-up
clinic is unchanged, and includes individuals aged 64 or
older and First Nation people
aged 44 or older. Anyone who
has been in Manitoba for one
month or more can receive
the vaccine at no cost if they
meet provincial eligibility requirements.

Eligible individuals can
book their appointment at a
super site online at https://
protectmb.ca with an email
address and their health card
number. Appointments for super sites or pop-ups can also
be made by calling (toll-free)
1-844-626-8222
(1-844-MANVACC).
Individuals who wish to be

vaccinated at the same time
as their spouse/partner are
encouraged to wait until both
people are eligible before making appointments. It is not
possible to accommodate people without an appointment at
pop-up clinics or super sites.
When attending a vaccine
appointment, people are reminded to bring their com-

pleted consent form (available
online
at
https://
protectmb.ca), wear a shortsleeved shirt, wear a mask,
and bring their health card or
other form of identification.
To help support good physical
distancing on site, people
should arrive no more than 15
minutes before their scheduled appointment time.

We bought our
FIRST HOME at 25
Mortgage Rates as low as

1.50%*
*Rates subject to change,
certain conditions apply

sunrisecu.mb.ca

St. Lazare Tire
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;
;

$
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tires  brak es  shock s 
exhaust  tune-up 
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ADJUSTING
TO THE PROS

In his firstfull sea son of p rofession a l hockey w ith the
Ca rolin a Hurrica n es, Stra thcla ir’s M orga n Geekie is
ta kin g tim e to w ork on both his p hysica l a n d m en ta l ga m e
RO BIN W ARK
fo rCro ssro a d s This W e e k

While Strathclair’s Morgan Geekie spends countless
hours in the gym and on the
ice, there is another side to
hockey that has also been important in him earning a role
on the Carolina Hurricanes
this season – his mental
game.
The 22-year-old son of
Craig and Tobi Geekie is in
his first full season with the

National Hockey League
(NHL) squad after impressing
in a two-game call-up last
year and earning playing
time in the NHL’s postseason
bubble. As of April 7, he has
played 17 games with the
Raleigh-based team this season.
A forward, Geekie has
seen time on the taxi squad
and dominated a couple of
contests with the Chicago
Wolves, the Hurricanes’ top
minor league affiliate. Being

physically and psychologically ready to contribute
when called upon has been
important. When asked about
the mental side of the game
and being prepared, Geekie
said:
“It’s incredibly important.
Just staying on your toes, trying to stay in a routine to be
ready whenever need be. The
coaching staff and trainers do
a great job in keeping us
ready to go.”
The 6-foot-3, 193-pound

Geekie has recorded two
points – both goals, as of
April 7. Both of those markers came on the powerplay on
March 11 in a 5-1 romp at
home over the Nashville
Predators.
“Jake Bean made two
really nice plays and I just
happened to be in the right
place at the right time and
got a lucky bounce on the second one,” Geekie said. “It was
nice to see them go in for
sure.”

FOR RURAL
CANADIANS

dan.mazier@parl.gc.ca | 1.877.405.8946

It is not too surprisingly
that Bean, a defenceman from
Calgary, and Geekie connected on those scoring plays.
They were teammates in the
junior ranks with the Tri-City
(Wash.) Americans of the
Western Hockey League. In
addition, they played together
in the minors, even being
roommates and helping the
Canes’ then top affiliate – the
Charlotte Checkers – capture
the
American
Hockey
League’s 2019 Calder Cup

championship.
“Obviously, we played together in the American
League, and he played that
spot on the powerplay in junior and Tri-City as well,”
Bean was quoted as saying on
the Canes Country website,
which covers the team. “He’s
a good player. He’s a great
player. I’m really happy to
see a couple of those go in for
him.”
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GETTING
Back to
business
W hile R ossburn ’s Cha d N ychuk is ha p p y to be p la yin g
ga m es a ga in w ith his Bra n don W hea tK in gs’ tea m m a tes,
he sa ys the m otiva ted club ha s un fin ished busin ess
RO BIN W ARK
fo rCro ssro a d s This W e e k

Rossburn’s Chad Nychuk
was thrilled to enter the Western Hockey League’s East Division hub.
The Brandon Wheat Kings
defenceman saw his 2019-2020
season end due to the COVID19 pandemic shortly after a
March 7, 2020 contest. While
Nychuk was able to get in
some games last fall with the
Junior A Waywayseecappo
Wolverines, with the WHL
season getting pushed back,
he did not lace up his skates
for a major junior contest
again until March 13, 2021.
“Being back with all my
buddies has been the best part
of the whole experience,” the
son of Audra and Grant Nychuk said. “We are all extremely grateful to be playing
hockey after such a long time
off. And we’re going to try
and win as many games as
possible in this hub.”
The Wheat Kings are certainly pleased to have Nychuk
in the hub and playing a major role on the backend. The
20-year-old, who is in his 19year-old campaign, has 10
points through 13 games for
the first place Wheat Kings, as
of April 7. The 6-foot-1, 188pound blue liner has continued the offensive prowess he
displayed when he recorded
seven goals and 39 points in 63
games in the 2019-2020 season.
“Chad has great vision, he
sees the ice so well,” said
Wheat Kings assistant coach
Mark Derlago. “He plays with
his head up exiting and entering the zone. He has a talent
for finding teammates’ sticks
going to the net.”
In his third season with
the club, Nychuk is also
looked upon as a leader.

“It’s challenging being away
from our family and friends,
but I think all of us are grateful
to be back doing what we love.”
-Chad nychuk
“Chad brings his own type
of leadership to the group,”
Derlago said. “He keeps
things loose when it’s time to
be loose. He is very well liked
by his teammates. In situations like we’re in now you
need those guys with personalities, or the days can drag
on a bit.”
Nychuk sees potential in
the Wheat Kings. When asked
what he is most excited about
regarding this year’s squad,
he said:
“I’m excited to start playing our systems again and
stringing together wins like
we were in the second half of
last season, hopefully we can
build on that.”
In 2019-2020, the Wheat
Kings had a 35-22-4-2 record.
The squad was particularly
strong after Christmas. From
Dec. 30 to Jan. 25, the Wheat
Kings won 10 games in a row.
Before the season was halted,
the team also posted a fourgame winning streak and a
stretch of five games where
its lone black mark came in
overtime. As of March 25, this
year’s team, which includes
Russell’s Tyson Zimmer,
sported a 5-2-1-0 record and
sat second to Saskatoon in the
division.
The WHL’s East Division
is playing 24 games in the Regina hub. Competing from
Manitoba are the Wheat Kings

and the Winnipeg Ice, as well
as WHL’s five Saskatchewan
squads: Saskatoon Blades, Regina Pats, Swift Current Broncos, Prince Albert Raiders and
Moose Jaw Warriors. The
teams are based out of the
University of Regina dormitories. Nychuk said he is enjoying life in the “bubble.”
“It’s awesome to be back
with my teammates and hanging out with everybody,” he
said. “It’s challenging being
away from our family and
friends, but I think all of us
are grateful to be back doing
what we love.”
When the WHL season was
pushed back last fall, the
league allowed teams to loan
players to squads at other levels of hockey. This gave Nychuk an opportunity – which
he jumped at – to play close to
home in Waywayseecappo. He
recorded a goal and seven
points in four games for the
Wolverines.
“I’m extremely grateful to
Taylor (Harnett, head coach),
Josh (Lee, associate coach)
and the rest of the Wolverines
for letting me come to the
team for those few weeks,”
Nychuk said. “They didn’t
need to take me in when our
WHL season wasn’t starting
but they did, and I am very
grateful for that.”
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Toronto Blue Jays are going to score a ton of runs in
2021, and get huge TV ratings
because of their explosive
lineup, but rules of baseball
insist that manager Charlie
Montoyo put his team out in
the field on defence for nine
innings every day.
That could be the part
that hurts.
Toronto’s offence was
ranked third-best in all of
Major League Baseball by
MLB.com’s Anthony Castrovince (behind only the
Yankees and Dodgers), but
unless Hyun-Jin Ryu — the
only legitimate pitching star
on the team — can pitch
every other day, the Jays
could lose almost as many as
they win.
But what an offensive
lineup! And if the pitching
somehow overachieves, Toronto might just make the
playoffs and give hope to fans
across Canada that a World
Series title is possible.
The Jays, who will use
Dunedin, Fla., as their home
base for at least the first two
months due to COVID-19 restrictions, have one of the
most talented young teams in
baseball. The trio of Vladimir
Guerrero, Jr., Cavan Biggio
and Bo Bichette, all sons of
former major leaguers and all
entering their third year, are
expected to blossom this
year. The slimmer and
quicker Guerrero, especially,
is expected to have a breakout season, having lost about
30 pounds in the off-season.
But that’s not all. The
Jays braintrust went out and
signed free agent centerfielder George Springer, who
was a member of the
‘Cheatin’ Astros in 2017 who
won the World Series. He was
probably the best free agent
available and that the Jays
were able to sign him ($150
million for six years) offers
proof that ownership is intent on winning.
Springer and the three
aforementioned youngsters
have plenty of talent surrounding them. Teoscar Hernandez has 25-30-home run
potential and Lourdes Gurriel, Jr., is a future star, and
power to spare (42 career HR
in 206 games). Another outfielder with pop is Randal
Grichuk, who hit 12 homers
in 55 games in 2020. Marcus
Semien was another free
agent signing and while his
stats pale in comparison to
Springer’s, he has enough
power to put fear into opposing pitchers.
But ah, the pitching. After
Ryu, the Jays are thin on the
mound.
None-household
names Robby Rae, Nate Pearson and Tanner Roark fill out
the other three rotation spots,
with Steven Matz the fifth
starter and out to prove that
his 0-5 record and 9.68 ERA
with the Mets last year was
an aberration. He was 11-10
with the Mets in 2019.
Injuries, hot streaks,
breakout players … who

Bruce

Penton
SP OR T S T ALK
knows what will happen in
the next six months? But it’s
almost guaranteed that the
Jays will never be out of a
game, no matter how far behind they might be. It may or
may not be a championship
season, but they’re going to
be a fun team to watch.


•Comedy writer Brad
Dickson of Omaha, who spent
13 years as a writer for Jay
Leno’s NBC Tonight Show,
about Leno’s lack of sports
knowledge: “(He would use)
an elaborate set of notes in
case anything came up that
he didn’t know — for example, how many points a
touchdown is worth or what’s
meant by the word ‘dribble.’”
•Dickson again, on the
night Terry Bradshaw was a
Leno guest and how ‘stupid’
they acted together: “How
stupid did they act? Picture
Curly and Moe if Larry called
in sick.”
•RJ
Currie
of
sportsdeke.com: “Brian Cashman, GM of the Bronx Bombers, pays his ex more than $1
million annually in their divorce settlement. So Yankee
Stadium isn’t his only costly
diamond.”
•Greg Cote of the Miami
Herald: “A Miami Heat arena
name change is at hand. It’s
going from American Airlines Arena to FTX Arena, after a cryptocurrency exchange. Will players now be
paid in Bitcoin?”
•PGA Tour player Chesson
Hadley, who thought Joel
Dahmen might party too
much after winning his first
PGA Tour title at the Corales
Puntacana Resort championship, on Twitter: “I’m so
happy for @Joel_Dahmen!
Absolutely first class human.
No chance he makes the
charter tomorrow to San Antonio.”
•Dwight Perry of the Seattle Times: “Gov. Greg Abbott
has lifted all COVID-19 restrictions in the Lone Star
State, meaning the Texas
Rangers’ home opener might
be a sellout. The rules there
are now so lenient that even
catcher’s masks aren’t mandatory.”
•Headline at Fark.com:
“NFL owners approve increased profits for NFL owners.”
Bruce Penton is a former
sports editor of the Brandon
Sun. Email: brucepenton
2003@yahoo.ca.

Geekie follow ing develop m enta l p a th
Bean and Geekie are not
only part of the team’s present
but also its future. On Canes
Country’s December 2020 ranking of the team’s top 25 players
under 25 years of age, Bean
was No. 4 while Geekie was
No. 9. In his ranking of Geekie,
Canes Country’s Andrew
Schnittker praised Geekie’s
“combination of physical, twoway play and scoring touch.”
This season Geekie is battling for playing time on a roster that Canes Country writer
Ryan Henkel noted in an email
interview is “competing for the
top spot in the Central division
and already having a full roster of experienced NHL players.” Henkel said, at the time
of the interview, “Geekie is
getting limited minutes in a
sheltered role with the fourth
line, but that’s just how Hurricanes head coach Rod
Brind’Amour (the ex-Canes
standout who captained the
team to the 2006 Stanley Cup)
approaches rookies. Even Andrei Svechnikov (the No. 2 pick
in the 2018 NHL Draft) spent
his whole first season on the
fourth line. But Geekie is already seeing growth in the two
areas that Brind’Amour puts a
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lot of emphasis on: puck possession, i.e. faceoffs, and play
away from the puck. Geekie is
a strong bodied and skilled
center, but he is going to have
to earn all of his ice time in
Carolina, which I think he is
perfectly capable of.”
The writer stated that
Geekie has “outgrown the
AHL.” In his first game this
season with the Wolves,
Geekie lit the lamp twice and
earned an assist. The next
night he scored twice again –
racking up five points in two
AHL contests so far this season. He was named the
league’s Player of the Week for
his offensive outburst before
being recalled by the Hurricanes. What is the biggest difference between the NHL and
its top minor league?
“The structure in the NHL
is so good that there is barely
any room for error, the speed
is much higher, and mistakes
are way more costly,” Geekie
said. “Those are the three biggest factors and when you add
them all up it definitely makes
a huge difference in the speed

and pace of the two leagues.”
He made his NHL debut
last March when he had two
goals and an assist against the
Pittsburgh Penguins. A couple
days later, Geekie scored
again. Unfortunately, shortly
after that the NHL regular season was paused due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. When the
NHL restarted with a postseason bubble, Geekie’s play had
earned him a spot in the
lineup. He played in all eight
games – notching one assist.
This season he is pleased to be
back on NHL ice with fans, although limited, back in the
stands.
“Having fans in the building definitely adds to the intensity and helps a ton in getting
up for games,” Geekie said.
“Having them back is definitely the best part about
things getting closer to being
normal.”
He got his start playing
hockey in his hometown and
Geekie believes growing up in
Strathclair helped him develop
his game.
“Being able to go to the
rink whenever I wanted, and
having a great supporting community surrounding me al-

lowed me to not worry about
much and just go out and play
the game I grew to love,”
Geekie said.
He went on to play with the
Yellowhead Chiefs AAA U15
and U18 squads and a couple
games for the Neepawa Natives of the Manitoba Junior
Hockey League. Geekie suited
up for three full seasons for
the Americans between 2015
and 2018. The Hurricanes
tabbed him in the third round,
67th overall, of the 2017 NHL
Draft. When it came time to
turn pro, Geekie played two
seasons with the Checkers.
No matter where he plays,
Geekie knows he has full support from back home. This includes his parents, fiancé
Emma Coulter, and brothers
Noah and Conor.
“All of those people are incredibly important in my life,
they are my rocks and people I
can go to with whatever need
be,” Geekie said. “I count on
them everyday and I couldn’t
imagine not having them on
my side.”
Virden-native Robin Wark is
a freelance writer who lives in
Sooke, BC.

N ych uk h a s fond m em ories of sh ort tim e in W a yw a y
Playing for the Wolverines
reunited Nychuk with some familiar faces. His brother, Jory,
served as an assistant coach
and director of media. As well,
the Nychuks’ cousin, Mackenzie Belinski of Vista, was the
team’s leading scorer. Chad
Nychuk’s good friend, Vista’s
Cole Muir, suited up for Waywayseecappo on loan from the
Winnipeg Ice. He is now com-

from p age 17-A
peting against Nychuk in the
Regina hub.
“Playing in Wayway with
Jory, Mack and Cole was an
awesome experience,” Nychuk
said. “We played together our
whole lives for the Rossburn
Hornets and to translate that
to Junior A for that few weeks

was a really cool memory we
all share.”
As well as with the Hornets, Nychuk developed his
game in the Yellowhead Chiefs
system. He suited up for both
the U15 and U18 AAA squads.
Throughout his hockey career,
he has been cheered on by his
family.
“My family is the backbone
for me. They have supported
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me my whole life and I owe
everything I do to them. Jory
pushes me to be better than I
was the day before and my parents are the hardest working
people I know. Between them
and my extended family, I am
extremely blessed.”
Virden-native Robin Wark is
a freelance writer who lives in
Sooke, BC.
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Looking ba ck a t insp iring m entors

Spring marks the anniversaries of the passing of the
two people who had the most
influence on me becoming a
naturalist.
These two people are my
mom Joan Kingdon and my
friend Bob Waldon.
Interestingly, they were
both born in 1932, and no
doubt both were impacted by
the depression and World
War II. Perhaps those historic times also influenced
how they lived their lives as
adults.
Mom passed away in May
of 2015 and Bob died in
March of 2020, just as the
pandemic started to curtail
visitation at hospitals.
For those who knew her
it wouldn’t be a surprise that
mom had such an impact on
us seven kids. It’s not that
dad didn’t play a role in
shaping us. As a farmer, dad
was always outside and naturally we children were
drawn to play and work outdoors alongside him. However, it was mom who really
inspired me to explore the
natural world.
My theory is that when
we are young, we see our parents engaged in something
and we just assume that this
is the way life is and should
be. When I was a kid there
were several seminal mo-

Ken

Kingdon
M OM EN T S IN R M N P
ments where I remember
mom taking such pleasure
from the natural world that
they became a part of me.
Surprisingly, each was a
minor event. The first one I
remember was when, in the
mid-1970s, a flock of evening
grosbeaks made our farm
their winter home. Mom was
enthralled.
Every day she would feed
them black sunflower seeds,
enticing them to stick
around. To a houseful of
rambunctious kids, they
seemed to be such an exotic
species, like parrots, and
mom took great pleasure
from them.
I remember, too, her being amazed when a chickadee chose to make a nest
near the chicken house. We

didn’t notice them until they
were nearly ready to leave
the nest, the nine nestlings
literally stacked on top of
each other, struggling to be
the one to get a look at the
wider world.
Mom was also the one
who would always instigate
trips into the great outdoors,
family in tow. While I was
still young, she convinced
dad to fix up a squadron of
bikes so that we could all go
bicycling into Muskrat lake
in Riding Mountain National
Park (RMNP) for a picnic
supper and do some fishing.
Forever on the cutting
edge, she also convinced dad
that they should buy a pair
of early model mountain
bikes from DeJong’s in Brandon. These bikes were used
on many biking trips over
the next 25 years, including
several backcountry trips in
Riding Mountain.
As the kids got older and
fled the nest like a bunch of
chickadees, she continued
her
adventuring
ways.
Again, as an early adopter,
she bought a little kayak before they became all the rage,
and she spent time on local
lakes and rivers, bobbing
along in her stubby blue
boat, her big brimmed hat
flapping in the wind.
I also seem to recall that

she was nearly as pleased as
I was when I was offered a
summer position as a student
interpreter with RMNP.
And it was this job that
led me to being introduced to
my next important mentor.
Bob Waldon was a long-time
amateur naturalist in Manitoba, and true to his adventurous spirit, he left behind
his successful publishing
business in Winnipeg to become a seasonal Park interpreter while in his fifties.
He called himself, in his
self-deprecating way, the
world’s oldest Park interpreter. In truth, he was
physically fitter than most of
his co-workers. He would
think nothing of tromping
through the bush, a gaggle of
students in his wake.
It’s hard to describe how
much influence Bob had on
me. He was born and raised
on a family farm near Killarney, so his experiences resonated with me.
He knew Manitoba’s wildlife in depth and could recite
endless interesting facts and
figures about each species.
As a natural teacher, Bob encouraged us to ask questions
and look for answers. He was
inclusive, and answered the
stupidest questions with
grace and humour, and was
always gentle when correct-

ing the most blatant misinformation.
One of the key things that
he encouraged us to do was
to take natural history notes,
following in the footsteps of
such noted Manitoba naturalists as Ernest Thompson Seton and Norman Criddle.
This advice really struck
home with me, and to this
day, Rae can attest that I
have nature notes stuck here
and there, filling many little
journals randomly stashed in
our bookcase.
Bob was also the inspiration for this newspaper column in that he wrote regularly for the Manitoba Cooperator, among other papers,
on nature-themed subjects.
But Bob’s influence was
rooted deeper than this. It is
his and his partner Carole
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Paper Clips
News from MB/SK weeklies
building has been a centre of
worship in the area for 135
years but its congregation,
which once numbered more
than 100 families, has dwindled down to four. Built in
1885, the interior of the
church was richly endowed
by the families of pioneers
who came from England.
Yorkton: This Week –
Richardson
International
Limited’s significant investment in their canola crushing
plant in Yorkton, SK, will see
the processing capacity double to 2.2 million metric tonnes. The project will also optimize operational efficiencies and modernize the facility to meet an ever-growing
global demand for canola oil
and canola meal products.
Killarney: The Guide – In
a flurry of spring activity at
Killarney’s Erin Park, municipal
crews
reclaimed
bucket loads of sand, which
blew and drifted off the
beach. The municipality also
has plans to add a small
berm to help keep beach sand
from blowing into the grassy

areas, along with redoing
some sidewalks at Erin Park
to make everything wheelchair accessible. With bathrooms also getting a recent
spruce up, park visitors
should have a grand summer.
Manitou: The Western Canadian – The PembinaManitou Fire Department
had a total of 27 calls in 2020,
and assisted in two search
and rescues. The 26-member
brigade is among the 11 area
fire departments that make
up the Pembina Valley Mutual Aid District and share
the training site moved from
Somerset and operational
northwest of Manitou.
Yorkton: This Week –
Royal
Canadian
Legion
Branch 77 is looking to build
on the successful rookie year
of the Honour Our Veterans
Banner Program. Last year
100 veterans were honoured
in Yorkton, SK leading up to
Remembrance Day, with banners flying high along streets
in the cenotaph vicinity. The
program is looked at as a
means of celebration of loved
ones, and a way a community
can show honour, respect,
and appreciation for the veterans.
Boissevain: The Recorder

– The construction of a new
multi-use facility at the Reston Golf Club marks the last
phase of a five-year plan between the community of Reston and the R.M. of Pipestone. The existing clubhouse
is dependent on renovations
that aren’t feasible to meet today’s codes or the needs of
the community.

WE’LL
PURCHASE
& PICK-UP!

Offers are made with no obligation to sell previous to us coming out
– OPERATING 7 DAYS A WEEK TO ACCOMMODATE YOUR SCHEDULE –
Call/Text 2042150142 | RecycledPickup@gmail.com

S tuffed S t.Bernard puppies
donated to fillin for Grizzly
Neepawa: The Banner &
Press – Two hundred stuffed
St. Bernard puppies will fill a
void of one-on-one visits by
Grizzly, a 150 pound licensed
St. Bernard therapy dog,
owned by Mark Saler, at hospitals in Minnedosa, Neepawa, and Brandon, thanks
to Heritage Co-op, NeepawaGladstone Co-op, and the
Minnedosa Lions Club. The
volunteer tandem have had to
temporarily stop visits because of COVID-19 but Saler
is happy a fill-in will be
available for children in the
local hospitals.
Killarney: The Guide – If
the stars align, fresh air movies might soon be illuminating the night at the Shamrock Drive-In, on the outskirts of Killarney. Owners,
Darren and Joanne Struss,
have erected four shipping
containers (painted white) to
provide
a
tornado-proof
screen. Back in June 2015, a
violent storm ripped a large
portion of the old screen
down.
Grenfell: The Herald Sun
– What is expected to be the
last service in Grenfell, SK’s
historic St. Michael’s and All
Angels Anglican church will
be held on April 25. The

Chester’s indomitable spirits
that continue to inspire me.
Like my mom, Bob lived
life with gusto and seized opportunities to explore the
world around him. He never
shied from new adventures
and to live a life of his own
design.
Springtime is a good time
to mark the passing of heroes. The world is being reborn, the birds are returning, and the frogs calling.
And I will remind myself to
embrace each moment as
Joan did and record them in
my notebook, with Bob’s wry
commentary whispering in
my ear.
Ken Kingdon lives and
works in Prince Albert National Park. He acts as a mentor for the pet rabbit by eating his greens daily.

Exha ust,Suspension,Alignm ent,Bra kes
H om e -Auto -Industria lGla ss
•
•
•
•

U n ibod y Repa irs
Q u a lity Pa rts
E xpertPa in tin g
Tra in ed Bod y Shop Sta ff

P recisio n W o rkm a n sh ip!
3 16 Elm Stre e t,Sh o alLake ,M B
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Community

“I saw you toss the kites on
high, And blow the birds
about the sky; And all around
I heard you pass, Like ladies’
skirts across the grass. O
wind, a lowing all day long, O
wind, that sings so loud a
song!” (First verse of the
poem, “The Wind” by Robert
Louis Stevenson)
So true, we have been experiencing the strength and the
fierceness of “O Wind” for
weeks.
Sincere sympathy is extended to the Belhumeur family, relatives, and friends on
the recent passing of Beverly
Belhumeur of St. Lazare.
Sources and friends extend
well wishes to Rick Eastcott of
Shoal Lake.
Also,
“Hurry
Home”
wishes go out to Roger Gabrielle of Virden in his stay in
Virden hospital.
Spring has sprung with the
appearance of geese, crows,
ducks, robins, gophers, and
pussy willows. No soft spring
rains as yet. We need an April
shower as grass and last year’s
growth of foliage, leaves and
plants are very dry, brittle,
and crackling. Dust and dirt
are sifting along ditches like
drifting snow.
Am closing with R.L. Stevenson’s last verse of The
Wind… “O you that are so
strong and cold, O blower, are
you young or old? Are you a
beast of field and tree, Or just
a stronger child than me? O
wind, a blowing all day long,
O wind, that sings so loud a
song!”

Campaigning for Birtle Donor’s Choice will be done differently this year due to
COVID-19 restrictions. Following approval at a Zoom meeting on March 30 the campaign
will be done through the mail.
You will receive one piece of
paper in your mailbox with an
Appeal Sheet on one side and
a letter on the other, explaining how to make a donation
and where to send it. The campaign will be done during
April and May. There will not
be a door-to-door canvass in
2021.
Mandy MacBeth has returned home to Otterburne after spending a month at her
home here in Birtle while on
holidays. She spent time visiting with her mom Lois and
also enjoyed walks in the valley.

Bin s ca rth

F o xw a rre n

Condolences go out to the
families of Bev Belhumeur of
St. Lazare who passed away
April 1.
Condolences also are extended to the families of Alphonse Fleury of Yorkton, SK
who passed away April 4.
Hope everyone had a safe
Easter weekend. It was a great

There were two sets of very
excited Foxwarren grandparents this past weekend as Bev
Wotton’s grandson Colby Wotton of Foxwarren and Moe and
Lexie Butler’s grandson Tyson
Zimmer of Russell both scored
their first goals with their respective WHL teams. Colby
scored for the Regina Pats and

HAPPENINGS

Please subm ityour district news to the appropriate correspondent listed to the right
If no c o rre spo nd e ntliste d , ple a se d ire c tto Sho a l La ke o ffic e ,
pho ne 204-759-2644, fa x 204-759-2521 o re m a il c twd istric t@ m ym ts.ne t
weekend to be outside – sunny
with a bit of wind. The jets/
planes were going across country in blue skies, while the
geese were not far behind.

Birtle

Tyson for the Brandon Wheat
Kings. An interesting note,
they both scored on the same
night! How neat is that? Congratulations to you both and to
many more points to come.
I, (Lori) and my mom, Dianne Falloon, attended the
Easter Service held at the Foxwarren Community Chapel on
Easter Sunday. Shelley Ryan
treated the 14 parishioners,
who were all locals save one
attendee from Binscarth, to a
very passionate and heartfelt
service celebrating the meaning and purpose of Easter. As
well as the service we were
treated to, we also got to sing
some wonderful hymns and
ended off with a “foot stomper”, to quote Shelley.
“It was wonderful to be
surrounded by people, very
uplifting even, to be around
people that we have missed
seeing, talking to, interacting
with, for this past year. Something that society as a whole
has been missing out on, even
with our provincial restrictions being eased. I urge you,
don’t get complacent and stay
home. We need human contact
no matter how out of touch we
feel about it. I promise you,
you’ll feel no more awkward
reintroducing yourself to society than the rest of us.”
Being back in the church
brought back one of my favourite Foxwarren Busy Bees
4-H memories. The Gingerbread Tea. Remember that?
Once a year all of us members, our leaders, and our

Be ula h..................Glo ria Fle ury........204-568-4699
Binsc a rth............Sa nd ra Ca d ie ux ......204-532-2432
Birtle .......................Ja n Fle ury..........204-842-5227
Fo x wa rre n...............Lo ri Austin...........204-847-2078
Ha m io ta ...............Be tty Gre go ry........204-764-2709
Ha m io ta ..............Ire ne Ro b inso n.......204-764-2100
Inglis.........................Jill K o ss.............204-564-2351
Isa b e lla ..................Lind a Cla rk..........204-567-3847
K e nto n................Pa ule tte W ie ns.......204-838-2261
M inio ta ...................Lind a Cla rk..........204-567-3847
N e wd a le ..................Enid Cla rk...........204-849-2071
Sa nd y La ke .......D ia ne Ba c he wic h.....204-585-2413
St.La za re ...........Ro b in Tre m b la y......204-683-2464
So lsgirth..............Ho lly Titte rto n........204-842-3621

moms, would take over the
church basement to serve tea
and gingerbread cake that was
baked at home, then brought
to the basement where it was
topped with whipped cream
and/or apple sauce. This we
served on the Church’s best
china plates, and used the best
tea cups, sugar bowls, creamers and silverware. The
works, and what a spectacle it
was! The basement would be
full of tables that seated up to
4 people. The tables were always draped in the 4-H members families finest tablecloths
we brought from home, (they
had to be white!) and all us
kids were decked out in our
finest as were all the ladies
and the odd gents that attended.
It was always well attended
and everyone always left feeling very full, including us
members who had to wait until the last guest had left, and
then, and only then, could we
sit down and eat, drink, and
be merry and feel very proud
of what a good service we had
provided our community. Our
small communities are a gem
and participating in any or all
local events, (even just attending is helpful, there aren’t that
many) is an absolute key to
our mental health well being.
Something that has been
tested to the limit for a year
now, our mental health well
being so get pro active and get
out there and socialize! You’ll
be pleasantly surprised at how
good you will feel. It’s innate,

socializing, a part of our nature that we need to start nurturing. We all know how to do
this safely by now so there is
no excuse. See you outside!

H a m io ta
Although there is a coolness in the air, the Easter
weekend was quite nice for
outdoor activities and the
Easter egg hunt in Hamiota. A
bit less wind would be nice
though!
Conditions in our province
are extremely dry and a wee
spark from off-road vehicles
could start a fire that would
soon get out of control. This
could happen in fields, ditches
or pastures, anywhere there is
dry grass or stubble. As unbelievable as it seems, even on a
trail ride, a shod horse hoof
striking a stone can start a
fire. Maybe a municipal fire
ban would be a good idea right
now. So everyone, until we get
a good rain, please be extra
careful.
A man was severely
burned in an accident and
needed a skin graft. The doctor couldn’t graft any skin
from his body because he was
too skinny. The wife offered
some of her own skin and the
doctor felt the only suitable
skin was from her buttocks.
The couple agreed not to tell
where the skin came from. After the surgery, everyone
thought he was more handsome and looked younger.
Overcome with emotion at her

sacrifice, he said, “Dear, I just
want to thank you for everything you did for me. How can
I ever repay you?” “My Darling,” she said, “I get all the
thanks I need every time I see
your mother kiss you on the
cheek.”

Is a b e lla
Congratulations to Mike
and Lisa Knight on the arrival
of their son Caven ‘Rhett’, a
brother for Zoe and Tucker.
Rhett was born on March 11 at
Brandon. Grandparents, Daryl
and Doreen Knight of Hamiota, and Ross and Delma Eastley of Crystal City, also welcome Rhett. With Rhett’s arrival our Isabella population
has risen to seven. Welcome
Rhett!
We have just enjoyed a
beautiful Easter weekend and
now await the arrival of much
needed moisture.

Con gra tu la tion sto

La w klen Pom pa na
ou rM a rch
dra w w in n er.

204 -764 -23 88

Churches
COVID-19 GUIDELINES APPLY
Please reach out to your church
for updates on services.
Thank you for your help in reducing
the risk of spreading this virus.

Anglican Church of Canada
• Birtle...............................9:30 a.m.
• Miniota.........................11:30 a.m.
• Shoal Lake...............................TBA

Baptist Church

AGED
BEAUTY
DAR R E L L N E SBIT T
CR O SSR O ADS T H IS W E E K
As the number of small
farms dwindle, forgotten
farmyards and the stillness of abandoned buildings give a look at how
the rural landscape has
changed – with families
living a substantial distance between each other
versus past generations.
Throughout the region, a
number of farm buildings
have seen better days, as
is the case of this yard-site
directly west of Hamiota.
Remnants of early Manitoba still dot the province,
but many are tucked away
off major highways, with
details and wonderful
views often becoming aged
beauties.

• Strathclair.....................11:00 a.m.
• Shoal Lake....................11:00 a.m.

Community Church
• Foxwarren.....................10:00 a.m.
• Hamiota (PAOC)............10:30 a.m.
• Kenton..........................10:30 a.m.
• Rossburn.......................11:00 a.m.

Evangel Worship Centre
• Rapid City.....................10:30 a.m.

Lutheran Church
• Russell (April)................11:00 a.m.

Roman Catholic Church
• Birtle (Saturday)...............7:30 p.m.
• Elphinstone.....................1:00 p.m.
• Rossburn.......................11:00 a.m.
• Russell (Saturday)............7:30 p.m.
• Russell (Sunday)..............9:00 a.m.
• Shoal Lake....................12:00 p.m.
• St. Lazare......................10:00 a.m.

Ukrainian Catholic Church
• April 11 - Russell.............9:00 a.m.
• April 11 - Oakburn........11:30 a.m.
• April 11 - Rossburn.........2:00 p.m.
• April 18 - Shoal Lake.......9:00 a.m.
• April 18 - Rossburn. . . . . . .11:30 a.m.
• April 18 - Russell.............2:00 p.m.

United Church of Canada
• Birtle.............................11:00 a.m.
• Cardale.........................11:00 a.m.
• Hamiota........................10:00 a.m.
• Kenton.........................12:00 p.m.
• Miniota...........................9:30 a.m.
• Newdale.........................9:30 a.m.
• Oak River........................9:00 a.m.
• Shoal Lake....................10:00 a.m.
• Strathclair.....................11:00 a.m.

Crossroads

FRID AY ,A PRIL 9,2021

This week

Bagley, and Denis and
Claudette Simard.
For anyone going for their
COVID-19 shots, you can pick
up your consent forms at the
Drop-in Centre.
Get well wishes are extended to Jim Bagley and Margie Simard, and anyone I
(Robin) missed who is or has
been in the hospital.

K e n to n
Two at-home art programs
offered in conjunction with
Woodworth Senior Services
(WSS) in Kenton over March
went over well, according to
Karen Anderson, Resource Coordinator.
Prairie West Recreation offered Easter activity kits,
which were wooden Easter
paintable cutouts, chocolate
egg decorating and other fun
activities.
Hamiota Arts Council received a government grant to
offer an at home art project for
seniors. This was a print to be
completed by watercolor pencils. There was a very good local response with 11 from Kenton signing up and three from
Miniota.
The Kenton Kids Club
made three different Easter paper art pieces for the seniors
in Kenton. These were delivered to residents on the Thursday before Easter. The art project was well done and appreciated by the seniors and the
Woodworth Senior Services
Board.
The regular Foot Clinic was
held on March 19 with six clients booked.
Citizens are reminded to
check the Prairie Mountain
Health web page for information of Pop Up COVID-19 Vaccine Clinics. If you have no access to get a copy of the
COVID-19 vaccine, copies of
the COVID-19 vaccine consent
form can be picked up at the
R.M. of Wallace/Woodworth office or the WSS office, both in
Kenton.
A reminder that the WSS
has available a Parking Permit
that residents can use when
going to appointments, allowing parking closer to a facility,
in a designated space. Volunteers taking someone to appointments may find this permit handy, making it perhaps
easier to assist with their passengers.

M in io ta
Get well wishes are extended to Lily Bowles of Elkwood Manor at Elkhorn who
had a fall breaking her hip.
She is now back home at the
Manor. Best wishes Lily from
all your Miniota friends!
Congratulations to Brendan
and Megan Brown on the arrival of their son, Bo Morley,
born on March 25 in Brandon.
Excited to greet their new
brother were siblings Madison
and Cooper, along with grandparents, Donna Brown of Miniota and Morley Brown of Hamiota and great grandparents,
Wilf and Georgina Brown of
Hamiota. Congratulations to
all!
Our Miniota community extends get well wishes to Ernie
Stowe who had the misfortune
of a fall and is in Brandon hospital.
A Facebook quote: “You’ll
know the people that feed your
soul… because you’ll feel good
after spending time with
them.”

N e w da le
Our community sends sincere sympathy to the family of

Stanley (Stan) Marks, age 92,
on his passing last week in
Winnipeg. He leaves to mourn
his wife Ann (Cluett) and his
two sons, Kim (Tammie) and
Kent (Kenda) and their families of six grandchildren and 10
great grandchildren. Out of the
Marks’ family of 10 siblings
only Stan’s two sisters, Marjorie and Bob Drysdale, and Barbie and Greg Graham remain.
Stan and Ann farmed from
1954 to 1990 on the home farm,
finally retiring in Winnipeg,
where they enjoyed their golf
all summer and then usually
in warmer climes for winter
golf.
Easter Sunday, April 4, the
United Church held a lovely
“Easter Choral Service – He is
Risen” with Bruce Dalgarno
welcoming everyone. Special
music was provided by Carol
Dalgarno on the organ, Doreen
Stapleton on piano, and Wendy
Rose on flute, with the members truly enjoying their rendition of “Joy Comes With the
Dawn”. Two meaningful readings were given by Enid Clark,
“Think of a Moment” and by
Richard Walker, “Beyond the
Bunny”. Scripture was read by
Wendy Rose, and Prayers were
offered by Barb Pedersen and
Irene Thomas. Many favourite
Easter hymns were enjoyed
during the service. We all appreciate the time and effort
that goes into providing these
special services.
Newdale former school
friends of Kim Marks extend
him best wishes as he recovers

from recent heart surgery. We
hope your recovery goes well,
Kim.
One small blessing that has
come out of COVID, is that the
Newdale History Book Committee has had extra time to
have the book completely
“print ready” when it arrives
at the printers in Brandon. So
the first copies are being proofread at the moment and then
it’s ready to be officially
printed. The second very bad
thing that has happened because of this ongoing pandemic
is that the History Committee
has made the very difficult decision to cancel the 150th celebrations Newdale planned for
July 13 – 15. They felt asking
former residents to come for
the homecoming was too dangerous to attempt, especially as
the variants are becoming
more prominent. Who knows if
we’ll maybe be locked down
again by then! There’s still
time to book your “book”!

St.L a za re
On Fridays, members of Fusion Credit Union make a cash
donation to wear jeans to
work. The latest recipient was
the St. Lazare Ladies Auxiliary
who received a $431.80 donation. So here is a big bouquet
to Fusion Credit Union!
Welcome to Levi Fafard,
newborn son of Colton and
Elise (Gueret) Fafard. He is the
newest grandson for Tim and
Zita Fafard, and great grandson for Jim and Marguerite

Stra thcla ir
News for this column is
courtesy of the Strathclair &
District Review.
How was your Easter? The
beautiful spring weather allowed for barbecues, outdoor
activity, yard cleanup and
Easter scavenger hunts. It’s so
nice to see all the geese, ducks
and other birds including robins getting back after winter.
Let’s hope for some April
showers, as everything is so
dry.
With the nice weather baseball season will get an early
start with practicing outdoors!
Indeed it will be pleasurable to
watch local games!
April, a month rebirth, regrowth, and renewal!

scarth Library? We have a
new open spaced reading area
with books from early years
up to junior. For adults, the
Binscarth library also has a
great selection of books and
puzzles available. And as always, if there is something
that you would like for either
yourself your child that we do
not have, talk to the librarian.
Binscarth Library also has a
public computer station and a
public Ipad Station available
to use.
We are working to bring
some Graphic Novel series’
into our libraries. We have the
Baby-Sitter’s Club byRaina
Telgemeier and Anne M. Martin. This series is based on the
original Baby-Sitter’s Club
books by Anne M. Martin. We
also have numerous Dog Man
books by Dav Pilkey, and the
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Wings of Fire series by Tui
Sutherland.
New books include: Absolute Fear by Lisa Jackson, Soul
of a Woman by Isable Allende,
and The Other Emily by Dean
Koontz.
In conjunction with the
Prairie Arts cARTel, it’s a
pleasure to remind you that
the Library Gallery in Russell
is once again open to the public on the afternoons of Tuesday and Thursday. COVID protocols are in place and you are
required to wear a mask at all
times. Active contact tracing is
also in effect.
“The world is full of magical places, and the library has
always been one of them for
me. A library can be that special place for our children”
(Words of Julie Andrews)

R u s s e ll
News for this column is
courtesy of the Russell Library.
Does your child have his or
her own library card? Having
their own personal library
card helps teach children responsibility and gives them a
sense of independence. Setting
up a library card for your
child only takes a few moments, so why not stop in and
talk to the librarian. If you and
your family use an e-reader or
Libby app, your e-reader can
be configured for multiple library cards.
Have you seen the new
Children’s area in the Bin-

Shoal Lake

Pharmacy
Pharmacists  Joanne Johnson & Heidi Marschall
Monday  Friday • 9:00 a.m.  5:30 p.m.

Saturday • 10 a.m.  5 p.m.

Prescription & Front Store Services

Front Store Services Only

(CLOSED 12:30  1:30 p.m.)

(CLOSED 12:30  1:30 p.m.)

LIQUOR

2047592300 355 Station Road, Shoal Lake, MB
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Puzzle answers can be found in this week’s classified ad section
Patricia

Hanbidge
GAR D EN IN G
attacking the tunnels, then
simply attach a piece of
chicken wire across the front
of the house to protect the
bees. In winter, the house
should be placed in a dry, unheated shed or alternatively
protect the entrances with a
piece of plywood or heavy
tarp. The pupae that are overwintering in the house need to
be cold but dry for the winter
months. If at the end of the
summer you still have cells
which have remained in a
walled-up condition, these
cells will be dead and should
be removed and destroyed.
These solitary bees might
include bumblebees, mason
bees and even leafcutter bees
and they prefer to make individual nest cells for their larvae. However, by building a
“bee house” it allows them to
colonize in one area. This will
benefit the amount of pollination you will get in your garden simply by creating a suitable habitat for solitary bees.
These solitary bees are harmless and not aggressive and
also often are predators of
smaller insects.
Please do not hop on the
latest lucrative bandwagon
and purchase most of the commercially made bee houses.
Many of them are expensive,
and sadly inadequate for the
bees as they do not provide
sufficient protection from wet
weather; the hole size is too
large, have splinters inside
and have no solid back wall
making them open-ended wind
tunnels and are often made of
a material which causes condensation and the growth of
moulds.
Watch next week for more
about bees, as the focus will be
on apiculture and beekeeping.
Hanbidge is the Lead Horticulturist with Orchid Horticulture. Find us at www.
orchidhort.com; or by email at
info@orchidhort.com.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Your local
information source

THE

There are over 350 species
of solitary bees in Saskatchewan and they are important
pollinators of many plants and
crops that rely on these insects for pollination. These
bees do not live in hives as
honeybees do but instead tend
to nest in small cavities of decaying wood. Solitary bees do
not produce honey or beeswax
and live alone. A single female
creates her own tubular nest,
segmented into five to ten individual cells, each containing a
single egg. Tunnel-nesting species nest in tree cavities while
ground-nesting species nest in
holes in the ground.
While these interesting insects are foraging for food,
they also transport pollen and
facilitate pollination. Solitary
bee species have adapted to
feed on a wide range of plants,
from generalist species collecting pollen and nectar from
many plant species to more
specialist species focusing on a
small number of plants and a
few entirely dependent on a
single plant species. Why we
have heard so much about
these solitary bees is because
they have suffered losses in diversity, abundance and range
with the key threats due to agricultural intensification, pesticides, climate change and
habitat loss due to the expansion of urban environments.
However, an urban ecosystem
can be planned to include additional foraging resources
within the restricted ranges
(150 to 600 metres) from their
nest sites. Including plants
like bergamot, black-eyed Susan, goldenrod, purple prairie
clover, smooth aster and yellow evening primrose will all
help as well as ensuring you
leave some acceptable “messy
bits” to attract these tiny little
critters.
Building a bee house will
also help to create good habitat for these bees. It is really
simple to do this yourself. A
wooden box that is open to one
or both sides filled with blocks
of wood or small logs with
holes drilled that are 10 cm
deep and in a variety of diameters ranging from 2 to 10 mm
is as complex as it gets. Ensure you remove any residual
sawdust, face the house in the
sun facing east or south with
no vegetation in front of the
“bee house” and place them at
least a metre above the
ground.
The care the bee house
needs is minimal. If birds are

8
1
4
5
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Passport &
Firearm Photos

VIRDEN EYECARE CENTRE

Please Call to Arrange Appointment

Eye Exams, Contact Lenses, Fashionable Eyewear

Kimp’s Photo Services

170 Nelson Street West, Virden, MB

406 STATION ROAD •SHOAL LAKE, MB

Robin Kimpinski 204 365-7131

• Photo Licensing Agent
• General ~ Farm ~ Commercial
Hail & Travel Insurance
• Travel Agent

Dr. David Cochrane | Dr. Julie Paradine
Ph: (204) 748-1094

Rossburn 204-859-5036

HOURS: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday - Friday

C H A RTER ED PR O FESSIO N A L A CCO U N TA N TS IN C .

Howard Wirch, FCPA, FCGA | Rick Scott, CPA, CGA, H.B.Com.
George Allard, FCPA, FCGA
Dauphin – 204-638-3005
Shoal Lake – 204-759-2680
Onanole – 204-848-7413

sensus

Chartered Professional Accountants Ltd.

Russell – 209 Main St. N. – 204-773-2106
Shoal Lake – 426 Station Rd. – 204-759-2152
Brandon – 929 24th Street – 204-727-5577

TOLL FREE • 1-866-444-4999
AUDRA NYCHUK, CPA, CA • HAROLD REID, CPA, CA • KYLE PAUL, CPA, CA
TIFFANY BODNARIUK, CPA, CA • IAN MCMULLAN, CPA, CA • BRETT FORDYCE, CPA, CGA

Brandon • Hamiota • Birtle • Deloraine • Souris • Killarney • Pilot Mound

71 Maple Ave. E., Hamiota
Carey Knight, B.A., CPA, CMA
Hamiota 2047642544 • Brandon 8887261995

allianceaccounting.ca

Put your message here...

$8 per
week

Only $192 for 6 months

K EN K IRK
SALES REPRESEN TATIVE
RE/ M AX VALLEY VIEW REALTY LTD.
Unit A 1209 Richmond Ave. Brandon, MB R7A 1M5

CH R IS LOW

Farm, Residential & Acreage Sales

1-204-57 3-5699

Whether you are
buying or selling,
I will get right to work
for you and help
simplify the process.

Se rvic ing Ha m io ta & Surro und ing Are a s

C 204.764.2904 F 204.726.1378 W W W .K EN K IRK .CA
E K EN K IRK @ RO YALLEPAGE .CA
633 18TH S TREET
W W W W .RO YALLEPAGEBRAN D O N .CA
B RAN D O N ,M B R7A 5B3

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS WEEKLY – CALL FOR RATES 204-759-2644 D
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Crossroads

FRID AY ,A PRIL 9,2021

This week

DEADLINE: Tuesday at 4:00 p.m.

Classified Advertising Rates

Place your Classified Advertisement by Phone, Fax, Mail or E-mail
Ph: 204-759-2644 Ext. 1 Fax: 204-759-2521 E-mail: ctwclassified@mymts.net
Mail: Nesbitt Publishing Ltd., Box 160, Shoal Lake, MB, R0J 1Z0

Reach the entire Province: $189.00 (49 weekly papers)
Westman or Eastman regions: $119.00

O BIT U AR IE S

ANDERSON (nee Kshywieski)
May 2, 1936 – March 26, 2021: A
light that shone through many
lives, (Adeline) Edith Anderson left
us March 26, 2021. Our mom was
a beautiful person, full of love, generosity of spirit and grace. A loving
wife and mother, Edith and George
guided and raised their children,
Cheryl and Shannon, farming in the
Green Bluff district in Strathclair
municipality, Strathclair, MB.
Through the years she was always
part of our daily lives, even though
distance separated us, leaving us
with memories of times shared and
our many conversations. Edith was
truly a special and spirited lady
who loved others openly and always took an interest in everyone
she met. She cared for and participated in her community and gave
gladly to help support whatever
was needed. She did this not out
of obligation, but because of who
she was. We encouraged her to

move closer to one of us after dad
passed away, but she always felt
that Strathclair was her “home”.
That is where she wanted to be.
Her career as a hairdresser
spanned many years. She certified
before she got married and then
upgraded once her kids left home.
Her compassion shone brightly as
she took her hairdressing business
mobile to homes of the elderly and
to the hair salon at the care home
in Shoal Lake. Mom’s home was
her pride and joy. She worked hard
(understatement) and we always
referred to her as the “ever ready
bunny” and kidded over the years
that she needed a head lamp when
tending to her garden in the dark
because there weren’t enough
hours in the day. She was an exceptional cook and had a talent
and passion for baking. Many were
the recipients of her treats. The
freezer(s) were always full. Put a
puzzle in front of her and she took
up the challenge. She was a dedicated curling fan and loved to follow the athletic exploits of the
whole extended family. She
bragged a lot about and loved her
“granddog Finn”. She was active
and social. She was usually up for
an “adventure” and always said
yes to ice cream. Edith was challenged over the last number of
years with medical issues. She
would say she either had a “good
day” or “not so good”. She never
dwelled on it and for her it was
“just her journey”. It would be
wrong to say that Edith lost her
most recent battle with cancer, as
she never stopped fighting. She
had a deep faith which she always

Minimum 25 words $7.00, additional words 25¢ (plus GST)
Extra weeks are one-half original cost • Not responsible for errors in handwritten submissions

Special rate for Obituaries, Cards of Thanks, In Memoriams
Minimum 25 words $7.00, additional words 20¢ (plus GST) • It is preferred if Obituaries can be emailed.
Any obituary copy that is typeset by our staff will be subject to proof approval prior to publication.
No discount for municipal or government ads • Ads not pre-paid by Thursday Noon are subject to a $2.50 billing charge

said kept her going. Edith’s family
would like to thank Dr. D Onyshko
for his care and guidance over the
years. A huge thank you to the
homecare girls who helped mom,
and were an important part of her
being able to stay in her home.
Sincere thanks to the remarkable,
compassionate nurses, doctors
and staff at the Minnedosa Health
Centre for making mom’s final stay
as comfortable as possible. Predeceased by husband George (53
years married), parents Anne (Dudar) and Anthony Kshywieski, siblings Shirley (Halabiski) and Edward (Kshywieski), brothers and
sisters-in-law Bev (Geekie), Boyd
(Halls), Nestor (Halabiski), Betty
(Kshywieski), Delmar (Cramer),
Margaret (Cornborough), Jean
(Paget) and niece Lisa (AndersonMacDonald). Edith is survived by
her daughters Cheryl (Colin), Shannon (Willie), sisters Pat/Jim (Penner) and Helen (Halls); sisters and
brothers-in-law Lois and Bob (Anderson), Bill (Geekie), Ruth (Cramer), much loved nieces and nephews, extended family and many
cherished, supportive friends. “No
one else held us so tight or made
us feel so right. No one’s eyes
shone so bright with love, as those
of our mom, who now has her
wings. Her smile will shine on us
and her strength and love live on in
us.” A private family service will be
held at this time; a memorial gathering will take place later this year.
Condolences may be expressed at
www.raesfs.ca. The family requests no flowers at this time. If so

desired, donations in Edith’s memory can be made to: Strathclair
Community Centre, CancerCare
Manitoba and Minnedosa Health
Centre Palliative Care. Rae’s Funeral Service in care of arrangements.

CO M IN G E VE N T S
McAuley Thrift Store Bag Sale,
Saturday, April 17, 10:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. DST, McAuley, MB.
Overstocked - Garbage bags $5
each or 3/$10 (no small change
please). Anything and/or everything
you can put in a garbage bag and
be able to tie up. Summer and winter apparel. Covid distancing rules
in effect. Hand sanitizer available.
Please wear a mask.

AR T ICL E S F O R SAL E
Pearson cattle chute with steel
floor and vet cage; also a single
horse buggy. Phone 204-8472055.
Plumbing Supplies For Sale: 40
pieces 3/4 – 1 1/2” copper fittings
& valves, $125. Toilet tank levers,
short and long; ball cock valves,
flappers and gaskets, $75. Bathtub
spouts and shower heads, $60. 50
pipe supports, 1/2 – 1”, $50. Liberty 247 sump pump, $125. Pil-up
10U switch $50. 3 bathtub ABS
waste and overflow drains, $20
each. 2 bathtub copper adjustable

waste and overflows, $25 each.
Used 1/2 hp 230 submersible
pump, checked and verified working, $150. 24’ – 3/4” copper pipe,
$35. 48’ – 1/2” copper pipe, $48.
10’ – 1 1/2” copper pipe, $45. Various Pex fittings (call for pricing).
Text or call Wayne: 204-859-0013

search WJK Acres. Bidding now
open until April 11, 2021, auction
closes at 6:00 p.m. Seller phone
number 204-825-7198.

Birth

W AN T E D
Wanted to Buy: 243 calibre or
270 calibre rifle. Also looking for a
4 wheel gas golf cart. Phone Stan
204-585-2441.

M ACH IN E R Y F O R SAL E
1976 C-65 grain truck, 366, 5 &
2, 16’ box, hoist, roll tarp, 91,000
miles, one owner. Phone Harry,
204-847-0000.

L AN D F O R SAL E / F O R R E N T
Wanted To Rent: Pasture and
hayland in Municipality of Harrison
Park or eastern edge of R.M. of
Yellowhead. Phone 204-720-7267.

AU CT IO N S
Livestock Equipment & Antique
Auction. Full line of livestock
equipment, lots of antique furniture
and collectibles. Timed on-line
auction.
www.billklassen.com,

K a itlyn & Ste ve Oc hre y o f
Ha m io ta a re e x c ite d to
a nno unc e the b irth o f the ir
b a b y b o y, Linc o ln Attic us
Oc hre y, w ho wa s b o rn o n
M a rc h 24, 2021 a t8:06 p.m .
we ighing 9 lb s., 1 o z.a nd 22
in.lo ng.Pro ud gra nd pa re nts
a re Ruth & D a vid He nd e rso n
o f Ha m io ta a nd Guyla ine &
Ge ra ld Oc hre y o f K ind e rsle y,
SK .Gre a t gra nd m o the rs a re
H a ze l
H e nd e rso n
of
Ha m io ta , Glo ria She a ne o f
Bra nd o n, a nd Cla ud e tte
D o re o f W innipe g.

Rural Municipality of Yellowhead

R ussell’s Lots-A-T ots Inc.

HELP WANTED

invite s a pplic a tio ns fo rthe fo llo w ing:
1. S um m er S tudent( a ge s 18-30)
2. Full-Tim e Early C hildhood Educator II
( infa nt/ to d d le ra nd pre sc ho o l po sitio ns)

3. C hildcare Assistant

W e a re e x pa nd ing o ur c e ntre a nd o pe ning up a ne w pro gra m .W e a re
lo o king fo r ind ivid ua ls who a re fle x ib le , e ne rge tic , pla yful, nurturing,
inc lusive , re spe c tful a nd c a n b uild re la tio nships to jo in o urte a m .
CPR/ First Aid c o urse re quire d . Crim ina l Re c o rd Che c k a nd Child
Ab use Re gistry to b e c o m ple te d .Se nd re sum e a nd 2 re fe re nc e s to :
Russe ll’s Lo ts-A-To ts, Bo x 743, Russe ll M B, R0J 1W 0. Em a il:
lo tsa to t@ m ts.ne t.204-773-2681.Clo sing d a te :April 14.

HELP
WANTED
Lawn Bros. Snow and Mow requires two positions to be filled.
1. University Student or adult to start in May. Duties to include cutting
(zero turn mower) and trimming of grass and other associated
jobs. Approximately 30 hours/week. Position may also include
supervision of other workers. $13.50 an hour to start.
2. Student to start after school May and June and then during the day
July and August. Up to 20 hours/week. $13.00 an hour to start.
Both positions Monday to Friday with possible occasional weekend
work depending on weather. Must be able to work outside in all
weather conditions and certain amount of dust. Must be punctual
and dependable.
Please text Scott Watson at 204.365.7313

GOLF
CLUB
AND CAMPGROUND
SHOAL LAKE, MB

HELP
WANTED

GREENSKEEPER ASSISTANT
Lakeside Golf Club is currently accepting applications for a
motivated individual to join our course maintenance team as
a greenskeeper assistant, effective May 31 to Aug. 27. The
position is three days per week.
Duties includes:
• Grass cutting and tree trimming
• General maintenance
• Operate and maintain machinery
• Cart cleaning
• Other duties as assigned
• Effective May 1 to Aug. 27
Must be able to work independently and be available on
some weekends.
Submit applications by 12 noon on April 21 by either regular
mail or email to:
T. Spearing
Box 133
Oakburn, MB
R0J 1L0
Email: traceyspearing56@gmail.com

CASUAL PUBLIC WORKS LABORER
The Rural Municipality of Yellowhead is accepting applications
for the position of a Casual Public Works Laborer.
Duties
• Mowing grass
• Erecting signs
• Road maintenance
• General maintenance duties
• Equipment maintenance • Landfill laborer
Qualifications
• Valid drivers Class 5 license required
• 18 years of age
• Must be able to work with others and work Independently
• Must be physically able to lift 80 lbs.
Wages as per union agreement.
For more information, please contact Alex Menzies at the
municipal office at 204-759-2565 Ext. 105 or 1-431-2823079.
Submit resume listing all qualifications and references, to the
Shoal Lake Municipal Office by 5:00 p.m., April 16, 2021.
marked “Casual Laborer Application” to:
R.M. of Yellowhead
Box 278
Shoal Lake, MB
R0J 1Z0
Fax: 204-759-2740
Email: info@yhgov.net
We thank all applicants for their interest; however, only those
selected for an interview will be contacted.
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Go ve rn m e n t fre e ze s
p ha rm a ca re de du ctib le
ra te fo r s e co n d ye a r
The province will freeze
Manitoba pharmacare deductible rates, avoiding the
annually scheduled increases
for the second consecutive
year.
“Our government has implemented a number of measures to help Manitoba families while we deal with the
pandemic as a province,”
Health and Seniors Care Minister Heather Stefanson said.
“For the second year in a
row, the rates used to calculate pharmacare deductibles
will remain at 2019-20 levels
to assist Manitobans in response to COVID-19.”
The Manitoba Pharmacare
Program is a drug benefit
program for eligible Manitobans, available regardless of
disease or age, whose income
is seriously affected by high
prescription drug costs. Coverage is based on total family
income and the amount paid
for
eligible
prescription
drugs. Each year, program
participants are required to
pay a portion of the cost of
the eligible prescription drugs
they need covered, which is
considered the annual pharmacare deductible, and is
based on adjusted family income.

New deductible rates typically come into effect annually on April 1, at the same
time that pharmacare deductibles are issued. Although deductible rates will
not change, the 2021-22 deductibles are based on a family’s 2019 income, whereas the
2020-21 deductible was based
on 2018 income. If a family’s
income changed from 2018 to
2019, their deductible might
also change, regardless of the
freeze on rates.

N O T ICE S
Urgent Press Releases. Have a
newsworthy item to announce? A
cancellation? A change in operations? Though we cannot guarantee publication, MCNA will get the
information into the right hands for
only $35 plus GST. Call Manitoba
Community Newspapers Association 204-947-1691 for more information, or email classified@mcna.
com for details. www.mcna.com.
Advertisements and statements
contained herein are the sole responsibility of the persons or entities that post the advertisement,

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING
WORKS!
Ca ll 204-7 59-2644
E xt.1

and the Manitoba Community
Newspaper Association and membership do not make any warranty
as to the accuracy, completeness,
truthfulness or reliability of such
advertisements. For greater information on advertising conditions,
please consult the Association’s
Blanket Advertising Conditions on
our website at www.mcna.com.
Having an online sale or event?
Need customers or attendees? Ad-

NICK EL BROS.

N EW

AAC Sta rb u ck VB
High yield, stron g stra w , M idge tolera n t,
high fusa rium ra tin g
Pro s p e r CN H R
CDC M a ve rick BAR LEY
F eed, sila ge, sm ooth a w n ed

D elivery a n d other va rieties a va ila ble.

G o rd 204-7 7 3-67 34
K e vin 204-7 7 3-6840

(Closed for Lunch Hour)

Morley House Lakeshore Board

Crossroads
This week

Ph. 2047592644
Fax 2047592521
Email: ctwnews@mymts.net
Shoal Lake, MB

Shur-Gro Farm Services is an independent agricultural input
retailer. We supply crop nutrition and protection products as
well as custom application and consulting services to our
customers. We are seeking motivated, energetic and hardworking people for employment for our spring season. This
position offers an excellent opportunity for the applicant to
gain experience in the agriculture industry.

Class 1 & 3 Drivers
REQUIRED EXPERIENCE:
• Valid Class 1 licence or Valid Class 3 licence.
• Experience in hauling Liquid, Dry and Ammonia fertilizer an
asset, but we are willing to train.
JOB DESCRIPTION:
• Hauling Liquid, Dry and Ammonia fertilizer from our
suppliers and to our customers.
• Assist with vehicle maintenance.
• Assist with other shop duties as required.
Position Type: Seasonal
Job Location: Shoal Lake, MB
Close Date: April 30, 2021
All inquiries are kept strictly confidential. We will continue to
accept applications throughout the fall season.
Please forward your resume to the following:
Shur-Gro Farm Services Ltd.
Box 128
Shoal Lake, MB
R0J 1Z0
Phone: 204 759-4240
Attn: Wes Arnfinson
Email: wesarnfinson@shur-gro.com

Verbruggen Prairie Farms

Help Wanted
We are looking for a Swine Technician in our sow
barn with experience in breeding.
Also we are looking for a Barn Worker in our nursery
barn and sow barn for helping moving pigs and
washing rooms. Full-time or part-time.
Experience is an asset but not necessary. Will train a
suitable candidate.
Wage is dependent on experience and qualifications
and we are offering benefits.
Send resume by email to: dutch@inethome.ca or
phone 204-573-6402.

Solsgirth, MB

Rural Municipality of Yellowhead

Friday – CLOSED

as little as $189 plus GST, get your
important messaging out. Call this
newspaper now to book or email
classified@mcna.com for details.
MCNA - Manitoba Community
Newspapers Association 204-9471691. www.mcna.com.

Certified Seed
Bo lle s
High yield, high p rotein + .5-1% ,
high return s, good lea f disea se p a cka ge

Monday to Thursday
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

vertise in the 37 Manitoba weekly
newspapers and get noticed. Each
week our blanket classifieds could
be helping your organization get
noticed in over 340,000 homes. It’s
affordable and it’s a great way to
increase and connect with our 37
weekly member newspapers. For

25-A

TENDER
Consideration will be given to applicants who seek to
combine these positions.

Housekeeper
POSITION SUMMARY: Under direction of the Board
Chairperson, the housekeeper is responsible for:
• Performing the duties according to related policies and
procedures and any government regulations and
legislation.
• Assisting in all aspects of housekeeping services in
accordance with established standards, procedures and
infection control guidelines.
• Prioritizing and completing all duties, inspections, and
inventory responsibilities within established time frames
and schedules.
• Performing all duties in a manner that enhances resident
and workplace safety.
• Job description available upon request.

Maintenance Worker
POSITION SUMMARY: Under the direction of the Board
Chairman, the Maintenance Worker is responsible for:
• Performing the following activities according to related
policies and procedures and any government regulations
and legislation.
• Performing all acts of maintenance services in accordance
with established standards, procedures, and infection
control guidelines.
• Prioritizing and completing all duties, inspections, and
inventory responsibilities within time frames and
schedules.
• Performing all duties in a manner that enhances resident
and workplace safety.
• Job description available upon request.
Must adhere to and follow COVID-19 guidelines.
Lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted.
Tenders are to be submitted to the undersigned by 12:00 p.m.
on April 16, 2021, clearly marked ‘MHL Board’:
Nadine Gapka, CMMA
Chief Administrative Officer
R.M. of Yellowhead
Box 278
Shoal Lake, MB
Phone: 204-759-2565
Email: info@ygov.net
Fax: 204-759-2740

EM PLO YM EN T O PPO RTU N ITIES

Parts Rep resentative
Full Tim e
Responsibilities:
• Pro vid e e x c e lle nt c usto m e r se rvic e to the se rvic e
d e pa rtm e nt, c usto m e rs a tthe c o unte ro ro n the pho ne
• Effe c tive use o f c o m pute r a pplic a tio ns inc lud ing: Sa le s
M a nua l, JD Pa rts®, Pa rts Ex pe rt®, JD Po int®, Pa rtsAd viso r®,
b a rc o d e syste m a nd D e a le rBusine ss Syste m
• Re c e ive a nd sto c k pa rts

Recom m endations:
• Ex pe rie nc e using sta nd a rd d e skto p lo a d a pplic a tio ns suc h
a s M ic ro so ftOffic e a nd inte rne ta pplic a tio ns
• Ex pe rie nc e wo rking b o th ind e pe nd e ntly, a nd in a te a m
se tting
• D e m o nstra te s e x c e lle nt c o m m unic a tio n skills ( w ritte n a nd
ve rb a l)

Service Technician
Full Tim e
Responsibilities:
• Pe rfo rm d ia gno stic s a nd re pa irs o n Jo hn D e e re e quipm e nt
a nd te c hno lo gy
• Pe rfo rm d ia gno stic s a nd re pa irs in the fie ld a s re quire d
• M a inta in a c le a n wo rk a re a a nd pe rfo rm wo rk in a ne a t a nd
o rd e rly fa shio n
• W o rk c o o pe ra tive ly in a te a m e nviro nm e nt

Recom m endations:
• Ex pe rie nc e pe rfo rm ing se rvic e re pa irs o n sm a ll a nd la rge a g
e quipm e nt
• Ex pe rie nc e w ith the m e c ha nic a l, e le c tric a l a nd hyd ra ulic
syste m s use d in o ff ro a d , c o nstruc tio n, la w n, o r he a vy
e quipm e nt
• Ex pe rie nc e pe rfo rm ing re pa irs a nd m a inte na nc e using
spe c ia l to o ls a nd e quipm e nt fo llo w ing Te c hnic a l M a nua l
pro c e d ure s o n m a c hine s o f the Te c hnic ia n’s spe c ia lty
Please em ailyour application to keithm @ shdayton.ca

All a pplic a tio ns we lc o m e , ho we ve ro nly tho se se le c te d fo ra n
inte rvie w w ill b e c o nta c te d .

26-A

Crossroads

FRID AY ,A PRIL 9,2021

This week

www.
meyersauctions.
com

April 18

FOR SALE

Guns, Ammo,
Restaurant
Equipment

2 bed, 1 bath, 900 sq. ft.
bungalow in Angusville.
Many upgrades.
New double garage.
Large deck and private lot.

Bradley Meyers
Auctioneer

Call 204-773-0343

204-476-6262

Monday to Thursday
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
(Closed for Lunch Hour)

Friday – CLOSED
Please feel free to use our
answering service to leave
a message outside of the
above listed office hours.

50, 000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK
*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St.,
WPG
1-877-775-8271
www.batteryman.ca

HIP/KNEE
Replacement?

McSherry Auctions

Other medical
conditions causing
TROUBLE WALKING
or DRESSING?

Online Timed Auctions
@ iCollector.com
Estate & Moving

The Disability Tax
Credit allows for
$2,500 yearly tax
credit and up to
$30,000 Lump sum
refund.
Apply NOW; quickest
refund Nationwide!
Providing assistance
during Covid.

Expert Help:

204-453-5372

Crossroads
This week

Ph. 2047592644
Fax 2047592521
Email: ctwnews@mymts.net
Shoal Lake, MB

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!

12 Patterson Dr. , Stonewall, MB

Closes Wed Apr 14 @ 7:00 pm

Estate & Moving

Closes Wed Apr 21 @ 7:00 pm

Consignments Welcome!
Booking 2021 Auctions/
Online Auctions at Your
Facility or Ours!
(204) 467-1858 or
(204) 886-7027

www.mcsherryauction.com

Trucks, Trailers,
Truckbeds & Tires
 -\SS9LWHPY :HML[PLZ
 =LOPJSL7HY[Z;PYLZ 
>OLLSZ
 ;YHPSLY7HY[Z )H[[LYPLZ
 :HSLZ-PUHUJPUN
3LHZPUN 9LU[HSZ
EBY Aluminum:
 .VVZLULJRHUK
)\TWLY7\SS*H[[SL 
,X\PWTLU[;YHPSLYZ
 ;Y\JR :LY]PJL)VKPLZ
 .LULYH[PVU.YHPU;YHPSLYZ

KALDECK TRUCK
& TRAILER INC.

Hwy #1, MacGregor, MB

WORKS!
• GET SEEN by over
0,000 Manitoba
Homes!
• Create instant top of
mind awareness
• Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event
• We format it, to
make it look great!
• Starting at $239.00
(includes 35 lines of
space)
• The ads blanket the
province and run in
MCNA’s  Manitoba
community
newspapers
• Very cost eﬀective 
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience
Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classiﬁed@mcna.com

Each office is Independently Owned & Operated

A GN ES K

OK K E

Pro fe ssio na l Sa le s Co nsulta nt ShoalLake,M B

204 -365-6004

CALL/ TEX T:

EM AIL: agnes.kokke@ c21.ca

C enturion Awa rd

T op 10 0 Agent, C2 1 Ca na da 2 0 2 0
T op 1% in C2 1 Ca na da 2 0 18 & 2 0 19

2 0 0 8-2 0 14 | 2 0 17 -2 0 2 0

M asters HallofFam e ‘14
M asters D iam ond S tatus ‘15 & ‘16

10-year C enturion Award

SCAN WITH YOUR SMARTPHONE
FOR MORE PROPERTY LISTINGS

1-888-685-3127
www.kaldecktrailers.com

The Aurora
1648 SqFt
RTM

3 bedrooms, ensuite,
huge kitchen, quartz
countertops, walk-in
pantry, island. James
Hardie Siding Huron
Tripane Windows.

TOK ARY K LAK E (SOUTH SIDE)
M LS# 1925806 list:$28,500
Affo rd a b le la ke fro nt, la ke vie w a nd la ke
a c c e ss lo t ( lo t 7) m e a suring o ve r
15,700 sq. ft. Ex c e lle nt ra inb o w a nd
b ro wn tro ut fishing La ke . Hyd ro line
a lo ng ro a d sid e . Ve ry little gra ve l.
N a tura lly tre e d lo t.

SHOAL LAK E
M LS# 1920305 list:$225,000
Be a utiful ne w b uild , 2 BR/ 1 1/ 2 b a th,
1 le ve l living ho m e .1,140 sq.ft.( 2016) o n
la rge lo t.

ROSSBURN

BIRTLE

Cute 2 BR/ 4 pc e b a th ho m e .M a in la und ry w/
c o ld ro o m . 1 BR o n m a in & 1 up. Ea t-in
kitc he n. Ba se m e nt: insula te d , we e ping tile ,
sum p pum p. Ex te rio r upgra d e d : ne w
shingle s & wind o ws. Sto ra ge she d 8’x 10’.
M o stwo rk d o ne within the la st5 ye a rs.

Lo vingly c a re d fo r3 BR, 4 pc b a th ho m e
( 1960) , m e a suring 1,024 sq. ft. o n full
b a se m e nt.Fre shly pa inte d inte rio r, ne w
m a in flo o rlightfix ture s.So uth e x po sure
living ro o m , 3 BR’s o n m a in flo o r.
Ove rsize d ga ra ge .

Pictures available
www.
wgiesbrechthomes.ca

Brand New
Show
Home
204-346-3231

Notice of Dangerous Goods Handling
and Transportation Act Application
Response Builder
Advertising

w w w.agneskokke.com

Manitoba Conservation and Climate has received an application pursuant
to The Dangerous Goods Handling and Transportation Act regarding the
following operation and invites public participation in the review process:
MINIOTA WASTE DISPOSAL GROUND HAZARDOUS
WASTE DEPOT – FILE NO: 6099.00
A Dangerous Goods Handling and Transportation Act application has
been filed by the Prairie View Municipality for the operation of a
hazardous waste depot at the Miniota Waste Disposal Ground located at
NE 25-13-27 WPM in the Province of Manitoba. The material will be
transported to a licensed facility for further processing, reuse or
disposal. All material is transported from this facility and no hazardous
waste is disposed of at this location.
Anyone likely to be affected by the above operation and who wishes
to comment on the application should contact the department in
writing or by email to Edwin Yazon, Environmental Engineer, at
Edwin.Yazon@gov.mb.ca, not later than MAY 09, 2021.
Further information is available from the Public Registry:
www.gov.mb.ca/sd/eal/registries
Information submitted in response to these applications is considered
public information and will be made available to the applicant and
placed on the public registry.
Environmental Approvals Branch
Manitoba Conservation and Climate
1007 Century Street
Winnipeg, MB R3H 0W4
Toll Free: 1-800-282-8069
Fax: 204-945-5229
Website: www.gov.mb.ca/sd/eal/registries

M LS# 202013620 list:$39,900

M LS# 1922342 list:$127,900

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Call 204-759-2644 Ext. 1 to purchase
your subscription. Try our email edition...
take it with you wherever you go!

ING
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5 BEDROOM HOME!

317 total acres of farmland
located in the R.M. of
Yellowhead: S 1/2 15-18-24 W1 In
between Rossburn & Oakburn. Soil
class C. Soil type Newdale Clay
Loam. 210 +/- workable acres.
Presently the workable acres are a
mix of alfalfa, pasture & cropland.
Various outbuildings. 4 - wells. 2watering bowls. Power. Dugout.
Most of the property is fenced.
$600,000

329 3rd Ave - Binscarth: This 3
storey century old home has 2,527
SF. Has had extensive renos
completed and is a must see home!
Cool feature is the master bedroom
& ensuite which utilizes the
entire 3rd floor. Main floor laundry. 5
bdrms. 2 1/2 baths. Mud room. 112’
lot frontage. Fenced area in
backyard. Back lane access. Great
potential for a BnB. $254,000

PRICE REDUCED!

www.mcna.com

D
L
O
S

35 Victoria Ave E - Rossburn:
832 SF bungalow with 2 bedrooms
and 1 bath. In 2016 this home was
renovated inside and out. Partially
fenced backyard. 45’ x 150’ lot.
Move right into this affordable
home. Includes fridge, stove, washer,
dryer. $66,900

233 2nd Ave - Binscarth: 921 SF
bungalow. 2 + 1 bdrms. 1 bath. 16’
x 24’ insulated detached garage.
Central air. Shingled 2015. 100’ x
120’ lot. $79,900

Knowledgeable. Experienced. Professional.

Real Estate Experts.
Serving the Manitoba market from all four NorthStar locations

Birtle . Erickson . Roblin . Rossburn

Karen Goraluk Realtor®

Kim Campbell Realtor®

204.773.6797

204.247.1080

CALL OR TEXT

karen.goraluk@north-star.ca

north-star.ca |

CALL OR TEXT

kim.campbell@north-star.ca

NorthstarInsuranceMB
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Protect yourself w hen
scam m ers com e calling
Experts say Canadians, including farmers, need to have
a healthy dose of skepticism
when it comes to responding
to requests for personal information in phone calls, emails
and text messages.
Check with the person you
deal with most frequently at
the institution, says Jennifer
Hogan, a senior security analyst within the IT division of
FCC (Farm Credit Canada). If
the request is fraudulent, that
alerts the organization to the
activity, she says.
Many companies use multiple defensive measures to
protect from email scams, including spam filters, antivirus
and anti-malware scanners.
“This way, if one control
fails, there are others to help
detect and delay the attack,”
Hogan says.
She says even with these
measures, phishing emails
can still get through – which
is why individuals have a
critical role to play in protecting information.
Hogan says there are several signs Canadians can keep
an eye and ear out for if they
receive a call demanding
funds.
“Is the caller talking
quickly? Are they trying to
get the person on the other

end confused? Are they asking
for personal information? Financial information?” she
says.
The same goes for emails.
Hogan says there are questions people should ask: Does
the email make sense? Is the
request within the character
of the sender? Is this how you
normally communicate with
this sender? Do you feel uncomfortable or pressured by
the email? Is this an unexpected email with a link or attachment? Is there bad grammar? Is there a request in the
email asking for personal financial or login credentials or
information?
If a request for personal information is received, the request should be checked out
before any information is
shared, experts say.
Shawna-Kay Thomas of the
Better
Business
Bureau
agrees and says it’s always
better to be cautious with requests for personal or confidential information.
“If you receive a call asking for that kind of information, you may want to hang
up the phone and call back a
legitimate number you have
for that particular government agency and then followup with the request that is be-

ing made of you,” Thomas
says.
Jeff Thomson is a senior
RCMP intelligence officer currently managing the fraud
prevention and intake unit at
the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre.
He says scams are tracked,
and a list is available at the
Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre,
or by calling their toll-free
line 1-888-495–8501, where they
have several resources.
“We try to give you some
key indicators as to what to
watch for,” Thomson says of
the website content.
Suspicious phone calls,
email or text messages should
be reported to the local RCMP
detachment.
Schemes requesting confidential personal, or banking
information are a regular occurrence for many Canadians,
whether by phone call, email
or text message. Experts offer
several tips for gaining knowledge and verifying the authenticity of the requests, such as
confirming the source of the
call with the Canadian AntiFraud Centre or calling the
organization directly. Experts
also recommend sharing stories of fraudster requests with
family and friends to raise
awareness.

CENTURY 21 CANADA REAL ESTATE LTD.
ALONG WITH THE TEAM AT
CENTURY 21 WESTMAN REALTY LTD.
WOULD LIKE TO

CONGRATULATE
FOR ACHIEVING “CENTURION STATUS” 2020
AND FOR BEING IN THE

TOP 100 AGENTS

GARTON’S Auction Service
Serving the Parkland & Surrounding Areas Since 1992

THE “NEW NORMAL”
IN AUCTIONS
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We have the options and
marketing it takes to make
your auction successful!

UPCOMING AUCTIONS!
• March 17th  Online Only, Virtual Live Anques and Collecbles Aucon
• March 25th  Online Only Car, Tools, Household, Collecbles General Merchandise
• Coming Soon! MVSD Trades equipment, Tools, Surplus and more.
• April 15th  Anne and the Estate of Pat Letain Anques, Collecbles & Household,
Dauphin, MB
• April 22nd  Keith Dalgliesh and Stuart Dalgleish Combined Rerement Aucon,
Grandview, MB
• April 24th – Online Farm Consignment Aucon.
• April 29th  Farm Rerement for Wayne and Susan Froese, Grandview, MB
• Farm Rerement Aucon, Rossburn , MB Details Pending – Date TBC
• May 8th Farm, Horse Related and Recreaonal for Elgin and Evelyn Beyee,
Kelwood, MB
• May 29th  Ron & Diane Chaychuk Farm Rerement Aucon, Camperville (Duck River) area
• May 30th  Farm Estate Aucon for the Late Alfred Clark, Laurier, MB
• June 5th  Rerement Aucon for Tom and Doreen Colbert, Dauphin, MB
• June 13th Online Only  Acreage Equip & Hhld for Grant and Barbara Recknell,
Makinak, MB
• June 19th  Farm Aucon for John Stykalo, Rorketon, MB
• More Dates Pending!

ONLINE FARM CONSIGNMENT SATURDAY APRIL 24th
CONSIGN FARM EQUIPMENT, SHOP EQUIPMENT,
VEHICLES, RECREATIONAL at 204-648-4541.
Equipment can be sold right from your location. Small
farm dispersals welcome!

GARTON’S Auction Service
Serving the Parkland & Surrounding Areas Since 1992

Email: gartonauction@gmail.com
Phone: 204-648-4541

www.gartonsauction.com
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$149

$126

$119

BI-W EEK LY

BI-W EEK LY

BI-W EEK LY

2019 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CVP/ EX T

2016 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SE/ SX T

2016 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SE/ SX T

W AS $24,995
62,372 km s

stock#19203A

NOW $22,995

W AS $17,995
78,144 km s

W AS $16,995

stock#2079A

NOW $15,995

129,731 km s

stock#19197A

NOW $14,995

$82

$119

$119

BI-W EEK LY

BI-W EEK LY

BI-W EEK LY

2016 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SE/ SX T

2015 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SE/ SX T

W AS $10,995
232,002 km s

stock#19143A

NOW $9,500

116,783 km s

NOW $14,995

126,345 km s

stock#2123C

NOW $14,995

$247

BI-W EEK LY

BI-W EEK LY

BI-W EEK LY

stock#2043C

2015 NISSAN M URANO
W AS $18,995
142,052 km s

2018 NISSAN M URANO
W AS $35,995

stock#2140B

NOW $16,995

92,744 km s

stock#2121A

NOW $34,500

$174

$183

$272

BI-W EEK LY

BI-W EEK LY

BI-W EEK LY

2013 TOY OTA RAV 4
165,002 km s

W AS $16,995

$134

NOW $16,995

W AS $17,995

139,606 km s

2015 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CREW

stock#19207A

$134
2017 K IA SPORTAGE
W AS $18,995

W AS $16,995

stock#2164A

NOW $16,995

2018 JEEP COM PASS LIM ITED
W AS $29,995
22,713 km s

2017 BUICK ENCLAVE PREM IUM
W AS $36,995

stock#2174A

NOW $28,500

68,602 km s

stock#2110A

NOW $34,995

AL L PAY M E N T S IN CL U D E $499 D O C F E E S & M AN IT O BA T AX E S

Logan
M cGonigal

Don
Carter

Boe
Brow n

Dean
K lusend orf

Don
Betke

Sales
K e nto n

Sales
K e nto n

Finance
K e nto n

Sales
K e nto n

Sales
Russe ll

K ENTON 204-838-2240 • SHOAL LAK E 204-759-2385 • RUSSELL 204-821-4222 |

w w w.w ood w orthd od ge.ca

Permit # 5496
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ON THE
ROAD AGAIN

S P R IN G 2021

DAR R E L L N E SBIT T / CR O SSR O ADS T H IS W E E K

A combine venturing on a highway may seem a little odd in the
spring, however, it’s a sure sign of how grain producers and
mixed farmers have said goodbye to winter and hello to a season
of service with a smile. It won’t be long before other large pieces
of farm equipment in terms of tractors, cultivators and seeding
machinery are on the road, as men and women initialize fieldwork and the planting of the 2021 crops. Spring is the season of
new beginnings … fresh buds bloom, animals awaken, and the
earth comes to life again.

LONELY LANE
FEEDLOT CLEANING
• F eed lo t
Clea n in g
Skidsteer
4 Sprea ders
2 T ra ctors Ava ila ble

• Scru b b in g
Service
84”Groun d Sh a rk
Forditches,tra ilsa n d
ya rd sites.

• H o le D rillin g
6”,10”,12”& 18”bits
w /exten sion

Ca llIAN a t 204-859-0201

Five trucks to serve your
local and long distance hauling
of grain and fertilizer
Serving Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta

Call Ian at 2047736777
Russell, MB
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Making
a move

Afte r m o vin g to Ca n a da a n d fa rm in g fo r o ve r a
qu a rte r o f a ce n tu r y,Da vid a n d Je a n Ca ldw e ll
a re re tirin g b a ck to the ir ho m e la n d o f Sco tla n d
By BREN D A HU N TER

“Awa wi Canada’s muddy
creeks and Canada’s fields o
pine;
Your land o wheat’s a
goodly land, but oh, it isna
mine.
The heathy hill, the grassie dale, the daisie-spangled
lea,
The purlin burn and craggie lin, Auld Scotia’s glens
gie me.”
For just over a quarter of
a century, David and Jean
Caldwell of Kenton have
called Canada, home. But by
their own admission, their
Scottish roots run deep, and
on April 30, their life will
come full circle as they head
into retirement with a move
back to their bonny homeland.
The decision to return to
Scotland was not made in
haste, nor was the move to
Canada back in 1995. It was
logical and deliberate. The
difference this time, is that it
was made more from a place
of abundance and fulfilment
rather than economics and
the need of that earlier time.
Before coming to Canada
at age 54, David had farmed
in Scotland his entire life;
first, at the family farm near
Kilmarnock, and later at his
375-acre farm, Southcairn,
near Stranraer. It was there
that he and Jean raised their
family and built up their 140head herd of pedigreed Holstein cattle, twice proclaimed
the top Holstein herd in all of
Scotland.
However, having accomplished all of that, there was
still something missing in
their lives. Sons, Donald and
Douglas, had aspirations of
grain farming and the rolling
crop lands necessary to eventually support three families
were not available nor affordable in bonny Scotland. When
the bottom fell out of the
dairy industry, it was the last
straw and very certainly
made their decision to move
‘across the pond’, a relatively

for C rossroads This W eek

easy one.
“Donald and Douglas
farmed with us and although
they would milk the cows,
their hearts weren’t in it,”
said David of the decision to
move to Canada. “The final
catalyst was the deregulation
of the Milk Board knocking
the guts out of the dairy industry.”

M O VIN G T O CAN ADA
For them, it was a no
brainer. Moving to Canada
and changing to grain farming would allow them more
free time in the off season;
they wouldn’t be tied to the
farm with the responsibility
of milking cows seven days a
week. This would allow them
to travel and take holidays,
something that had virtually
been impossible until this
stage of their lives. They
could always go back to Scotland and visit once a year
(pre-COVID), and then, of
course, there was the money.
And with land being
much more affordable in
Canada than it was in Scotland – $500 to $600 an acre
compared to $4,500 to $5,000 –
“We could increase our acres
without going to the bank,”
said David matter-of-factly.
Another drawing card for
the Caldwells was that a
handful of friends and relatives from Scotland had already emigrated to Manitoba.
Plus, David and Jean had
come to Canada several
times; importing embryos
from Quebec for their pedigreed Holstein business and
visiting those friends and
family. In 1995, they stayed
at Jean’s brother and sisterin-law’s dairy farm in the
Belleview district. They happened to be out for a drive in
the Lenore area one day
when
her
sister-in-law,
Janice, mentioned that she
knew of a farm for sale in
nearby Kenton, and they decided to drive by and have a
look.

The first thing they noticed when they neared Kenton, was the sign on the west
side of town, which read
‘Kenton – Best Little Town
by a Dam Site”, and Jean’s
first thought was, ‘these people have a sense of humour! I
like it!’ The next thing they
noticed was that the farm
they were looking at was located right off of Highway
#259, so no gravel to contend
with. They liked the location;
they were within an hour’s
drive of family and friends,
and the house required minimal renovations to update it.
All of the boxes on Jean’s
wish list were checked.
The day they made arrangements to actually look
at farms in the area proved
to be even more interesting.
When they got to Kenton, despite the fact that it was
raining elsewhere, the sun
was shining. When they
stepped foot in the residence
and noted the mural of the
old grist mill on the wall of
the office, the deal was all
but sealed.
“My Dad had run a grist
mill in Scotland, so it was
like he was telling us to
buy,” reminisced Jean.
The Scottish couple, along
with two of their three sons,
Donald and Douglas, decided
to make the 3,700-mile trek
overseas to establish themselves as grain farmers and
livestock producers in Canada. They left an older son
and brother, David, at home
in Scotland.
The Caldwells arrived in
Canada on Dec. 10, 1995 with
two shipping containers and
big dreams. They were pleasantly surprised upon their
arrival to Kenton, when
neighbours and town folk
just started showing up to
help them unpack, and bring
meals and baking to feed the
volunteers. They had heard
that Manitoba was ‘friendly’
but had no idea just how
friendly until that day.

“You
even
swear
politely!” laughed Jean.
They were welcomed to
the community with open
arms.
One of the reasons that
they decided to come in December, was to get accustomed to their surroundings
in their new found land and

get to know people before
spring seeding began. The
winter of 1995/96 proved to
be one of the coldest on record, causing the Caldwells
to get a rude awakening to
what life on the prairies was
like.
The climate was one of
the main adjustments they

had to make when they came
here. Scotland has far more
precipitation and the temperature fluctuations are not
as great. According to the
Caldwells, the grass never
really stops growing in Scotland.

CO N T IN U E D O N PAGE 4-B

After 110 years in the business, you probably know the P&H name – but you might not know
everything those letters stand for.

PRAIRIE-WIDE & HOMEGROWN: We have the best seed, inputs, marketing and
agronomic support for you!
PROFITABLE & HEALTHY: P&H’s wish for your farm business!

Find your local experts at: parrishandheimbecker.com

204-365-5282 GLOSSOP

204-385-2139 GLADSTONE

4-B

Crossroads

FRID AY ,A PRIL 9,2021

This week

CO N T IN U E D F R O M PAGE 3-B | M AK ING A M OVE
One of the other most noticeable differences of farms
in Manitoba versus Scotland
was of course, the size of
them.
“We’ve fields (here) that
are bigger than our whole
farm in Scotland,” said David
comparatively.
Considered one of the largest land purchases in the
area, the transfer of the 2,600acre package from an Italian
fellow by the name of Mario
Bello back in 1995, probably
still qualifies as one of the
largest complete land transactions to date, in the area.
The climate and farm size
weren’t the only adjustments
the Caldwell family faced, especially in that first year.
Jean recalled many differences that particularly affected the women moving to a
new land, like the ovens
which in Scotland, heat from
the sides instead of top and
bottom, and the difference in
voltage going from 240 in
Scotland to 120 volts being
the standard here in Canada.
Other noticeable differences were language-based
and even though both countries recognize English as the
primary language spoken, the
words used can sometimes be
confusing.
Cookies
are
scones, cornstarch is corn
flour, and tomato paste is tomato puree being a few examples. Jean will never forget
her first encounter at the local Co-op to get some tomato
puree which of course she
was unable to find, and upon
her description to the clerk at
the time, in Jean’s own words
the clerk replied, “Oh I knewa what you were-a meanin’,
but I just loved your accent!”
They definitely feel as
though they made the right
decision to move to Canada,
and make a life in a country
that appreciates and celebrates agriculture.
“The public in the prairie
provinces are more in touch
with the farmers,” David reflected. “The British public
are in general, eight or 10
generations removed from
the land, so no interest.”
They have noticed how
many of the radio and television commercials in Canada
are aimed at agriculture (especially during televised curling!), as well as the public
service
announcements
broadcast on radio during
seeding and harvest warning
motorists to take precautions
and make allowances for
farm equipment.
He continued. “Even the
newscasts here give agriculture quite a prominent position, plus farm market updates every day. All these
things give you the impression that agriculture has an
important part to play in
Canada.”
The major changes they
have witness during their
time in Canada with respect
to agriculture? The demise of
the Canadian Wheat Board
which David does not feel
was beneficial in terms of
pricing. The other changes

D onald C aldwellposes for a photo as his father D avid harvests the finalswath last fall
that he sees as being positive
ones are a steady increase in
crop yields, genetic improvements in seed varieties, and
all the technological advancements such as GPS systems,
precision seeding and variable rate fertilizer and seed
applications.
“Our last Canadian harvest was a mixed bag; the cereal yields were excellent,
and the hay was a decent
crop, but too concentrated a
rainfall at a crucial time for
the emerging crop punished
the soybeans and canola,
making for the lowest yields
we have had in 25 years farming here,” reported David,
who recently celebrated his
80th birthday.
“It reminded me of 1995
when we were selling Southcairn and we had one of the
best summers ever, Jean said
to me, ‘Do you think Scotland
is
trying
to
tell
us
something?’,” laughed David.
However, with new crop futures pricing being at an all
time high, it is putting confidence into the land market
which he says “suits him just
fine”. Much like the signs
they had to buy the farm at
Kenton in the first place, perhaps the universe is telling
them it is a good time to get
out of the game, too.

F AM IL Y F AR M IN G
T R ADIT IO N
The Caldwells, along with
their son Donald, have sold
their combined 2,400-acre
package, still considered a
large transaction for the area,
to a local family, and couldn’t
be more thrilled with the outcome. Their son Douglas will
continue to cattle farm, carrying on the family farming tradition which began in Ayrshire, Scotland as far back as
the early 1600s.
The family knew when
they finished up harvest last

fall that it would be their last
harvest together at Caldwell
Farms. The decision to sell
the farm had been made by
then and in fact, the boys left
the last swath for David to
combine, officially marking
the end of the last harvest
and his farming tenure in
Canada. It was a bitter sweet
moment.
Even though David and
Jean’s time in Canada is coming to an end, they are leaving a little part of their
hearts in Canada – the
friends they made, and the
community that embraced
them and they embraced in
return, including the two
sons and their families who
settled and have firm roots in
the area. They also leave as
their legacy, a little bit of
their Scottish heritage in
Canada, educating and sharing their knowledge of Scottish culture with all who
chose to appreciate it; for 10
years organizing the Calendonia Games in Kenton, and being heavily involved with the
Scottish pavilion of the Winter Festival held in Brandon
each winter.
“It was a good way of
meeting people and putting
something back into the community,” said David.
With no grandchildren interested in taking over the
farm in Kenton, they had to
make some difficult life decisions, and settled on returning to Scotland, for a number
of very personal reasons,
none of which have anything
to do with this country that
they have embraced for the
past 25 years.
They have lifetime friendships in Scotland; people that
they went to school with,
were neighbours of and also
their oldest son David, his
wife Alison and their
university-aged sons who
they are hoping to see more

of. As David said, ‘their roots
run deep’ and being born,
raised, and spending the better part of their lives in Scotland has certainly affected
their decision. With age,
comes growth and change in
values and perspective. What

was once considered important to them has perhaps
been trumped by different
and more compelling facets of
life.
They miss the vast history
of the old country itself.
“Canada only has history

for the last couple of hundred
years or so” said David longingly.
As they age (and particularly due to COVID-19 restrictions this past year), they
predict that they will be unable to travel as much as
they used to. As well, some of
their Scottish friends and
relatives and the four or five
couples that they were really
close friends with since moving to Canada, are now gone.
And even though it is never
meant to be intentional,
when the locals start reminiscing about people or
things that happened away
back when (as people tend to
do as they age), the Caldwells
can’t help but feel a little bit
like outsiders.
“When you move a long
distance away from your
home and you make new
friends (only people who
have emigrated notice this),
when you are in a company
of people who you have only
known for five or 10 years
and they start talking about
things that happened locally
before your time, you feel
kind of out of place,” David
illustrated. “I did notice at
DairyScot Edinburgh in 2019
that I met around 70 people
who I knew and knew me;
(by comparison) if I went to
the Manitoba Winter Fair, I
would be lucky if I meet 10 or
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An gusville’s Lew ellyn M eln yk is help in g to brea k dow n
the tra dition a l gen der roles of w om en on the fa rm
By RAC HEAL FLIN TO FT

Angusville’s
Lewellyn
Melnyk is 14 years into her
career, farming alongside her
husband James, their two
children, and extended family
on their 3,500-acre farm, Tee
Chase Enterprises Inc.
In general terms, she’s a
farmer’s wife; that label often
touted when marrying a
farmer. In truth though, like
many other women equally
involved within the agricultural industry, she herself is
very much a devoted farmer
too.
“I am used to being called
a farmer’s wife,” Melnyk
laughed. “Nobody calls my
husband a farmer’s husband
though… weird how that happens.”
Traditional roles regarding the lack of gender diversification within a farm setting
historically saw fewer women
contribute to farm operations
on paper, with any involvement often going unrecorded
and factually missed. Not
only did the stereotypical image of a farmer go unchanged
for years as well, but farming
opportunities were often

Cro ssro a d s This W e e k
missed by both the female
spouse and the children,
within the farming level.
“I grew up on a farm
north of Russell and my role
there was very different than
it is now,” she said. “My
brother was encouraged to
farm; my sister and I were encouraged to find other career
paths.”
The ever-evolving agricultural industry is very diversified, offering many different
opportunities and career avenues; however, family farming is considered to be the
backbone of agriculture at
every level. Family farms include all members of a household to run seamlessly, but
for women, asserting a space
in the industry is still a problematic and often challenging
progression.
Because of her experience
growing up within a farming
family, “I didn’t really want
to farm to be honest, but I fell
in love with a farmer,” she
chuckled. “My husband has
always encouraged me to do
so much more on the farm
here and find a role that

CO N T IN U E D F R O M PAGE 4-B |
It’s the nature of the beast.
People want to fit in to feel
worthy and valued. That’s
why folks tend to migrate towards other people with the
same interests, values or opinions. People don’t do it to be
mean or rude, and unless one
has been in the shoes of the
newcomer, it is hard to understand and be compassionate
about.
There are things that they
will miss about their homeaway-from-home here in Canada.
“We’ll miss the wide-open
spaces and the straight
roads!” chuckled David.
What they won’t miss

suited me.”

W E AR IN G M AN Y H AT S
Running a large farm in
partnership with her husband, Melnyk has been said
to often wear too many hats
at once, having to balance
dual roles in both the farm
and family.
The household unit has
been described as being at the
heart of the agricultural system, and when the entire family is involved, responsibilities surface for each.
“I would say that the most
important role I play is making sure that the farm is running efficiently,” she said.
“That can mean making sure
people are fed and have clean
clothes; it can mean doing accounting of the farm books;
crop planning and marketing
as a lot of my time is spent in
the office with my computer
or on the phone.”
She explained that in the
spring, she is usually picking
stones. During seeding, lots of
time is spent working in various farm equipment, and during harvest Melnyk is usually

M AK IN G A M OVE

about Canada, are the long,
and sometimes harsh winters.
I guess Mother Nature gave
them a great send-off gift with
one of the shortest and warmest winters on record.
The Caldwell’s farm equipment auction is slated for
April 12 and the land transfer
will be complete on April 30.
They hope to leave for Scotland shortly thereafter, pending vaccination for COVID-19
and travel allowances.
Due to COVID-19, they’ve
not yet seen their new home
purchased in December, a
penthouse flat located near
the sea at Turnberry, between
their beloved Ayrshire and

Stranraer, although they’ve
imagined it in their minds.
With David’s love of the sea,
they chose a spot overlooking
the golf course with a view of
the Firth of Clyde beyond.
They’ve seen photos of it online and have been reliant on
David’s cousin, Jim, to be
their eyes and ears overseas.
Like the saying goes, you
can take the boy/girl out of
the country, but you can’t
take the country out of the
boy/girl.
Farewell Thee Well – until
we meet again.
Brenda Hunter is a freelance writer based out of
Virden, MB.

found in a combine.
“We had an all-girl crew in
the combines this year and
the boys were hauling… I will
say things ran really smooth
this past year,” she commented. “We all are really
great at keeping efficiency as
our goal.”

Of course, operational
farm responsibilities out on
the yard site are mixed with
other things like gardening,
various errands, and household duties… kids and family
tasks.
“It isn’t just James and I
here... we have family helping

us and without them, we
couldn’t farm on the scale
that we do now,” smiled
Melnyk. “I have so many different jobs, but all serve the
same purpose – to grow our
farm.”
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– Serving Birtle & surrounding area –

TRUCKING SPECIALIST

Hauling Grain & Fertilizer in MB & SK since 1946

 EXPERIENCED DRIVERS
 ON-TIME SERVICE
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AVAILABLE
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Farming-family organizational structures, once unequal, are changing alongside
the image of women in agriculture. Nevertheless, farmers, especially women farmers, are
continuously pulled between
several roles and responsibilities and often suffer from what
is called a ‘third shift syndrome’.
“I struggle with this, and so
many other women who are
farming and raising a family
struggle with this also,”
Melnyk said. “It is really easy
to fill our cup to a point where
it is overflowing, and when
you do that, you aren’t any
good to anyone when your
mental health suffers. I have
tried to stay on top of this, asking my mother-in-law to be in
charge of meals at busy times,
as well as hiring a nanny to
watch the kids while James
and I are in the field during
seeding and harvest.”
Becoming more prominent,
farm women in agriculture today are transitioning to positively categorize their farms as
a family unit and consider
themselves to be one of the
farm’s core operators. Still, obstacles and difficulties regarding gender roles in agriculture
do exist.
“There absolutely are barriers for women... I saw it in the
family I grew up in,” Melnyk
said. “But it is changing, and
I’m proud to be part of that.”

“I AM USED TO BEING CALLED A FARMER’S
WIFE. NOBODY CALLS MY HUSBAND A
FARMER’S HUSBAND THOUGH…
WEIRD HOW THAT HAPPENS.”
-LEWELLYN MELNYK
As a true progressive family farm, Melnyk works alongside her husband, but also
farms together with her sisterin-law Chery and nephew
Wyatt.
“Chery is a cattle farmer,
and Wyatt grain farms — we
all operate out of the same
yard,” she explained. “Wyatt’s
girlfriend Shelby has moved
here and is now playing a role
too… we are a family farm.”

O VE R AL L BU R N O U T
According to a national
survey by the University of
Guelph, farmers face a greater
level of stress, anxiety, depression and risk of overall burnout than that of any other Canadian demographic.
Outwardly farm life represents serene and stress-free
simple living where farm families grow crops, raise farm animals and live without appre-

W
E
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hension. Farming, in reality
can prove though to be a very
taxing lifestyle and livelihood — especially for women.
The topic of mental health,
particularly in the agricultural
industry, is close at heart for
Melnyk.
“The current state of mental health in the agricultural
community is getting better
but it has a long way to go,”
she affirmed. “Traditionally,
farmers don’t want to talk
about their feelings or the
stress they experience in the
industry.”
Farm families struggle with
day-to-day obstacles and diverse challenges that trigger
ongoing stress; however, financial uncertainty ranks high on
the list along with crop output,
and weather challenges; market volatility, work overload
and isolation…
Melnyk is currently writ-

Highway Tractor
& Trailer
Repair Service &
Safety Centre

ing a book on mental health,
and nearly complete, she feels
that the issues discussed
within will help a universal
audience.
“My mental health suffered
for many years, but I feel like I
am an expert on the subject
because I acquired the tools
and know-how to achieve mental wellness,” she said. “I can’t
wait to get it out into the
world because I think it will
help so many people who are
struggling right now.”
Melnyk’s work will outline
and encompass how to improve mental wellness on a
daily basis, and in any circumstance.
“This book will help so
many people, not just people
who are struggling, but I think
everyone can benefit from it,”
Melnyk explained. “It is also a
great resource for farmers who
don’t always get the support

Lewellyn and her son Lane in the com bine
they need.”
Inarguably, the agricultural
industry is a stressful occupation measured by the capacity
to tolerate pressure. Melnyk’s
book will help to break barriers such as these, on all levels.
“I am regularly learning
how to do things better on the
farm, if I think there is something that would benefit the
farm, I am finding out more
about it,” she said. “We all do
though... not just me. We are a
team here.”
The image of women in agriculture is changing, but what
does that mean for their future
in the farming industry?
The objective truth is in

the numbers – the 2016 Census
of Agriculture revealed that
the number of female farm operators have in-fact increased
in Manitoba to a reported
4,793, making up a total 23.8%
of the province’s principal farmers. Melnyk is one of
thousands making that pivotal
impact in the world of agriculture today.
“Women have been working in the agricultural industry for decades… I am a
farmer, just as my husband is
a farmer,” Melnyk said. “We
might have different roles on
the farm, but that doesn’t
make me any less of a farmer
than he is.”

N OW AV AILABLE
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SMALL
FARM
VALUES
W ith fa rm in g run n in g through his vein s, Za ck K oscieln y
is usin g regen era tive p ra ctices to show love to the la n d
By D ARRELL N ES BITT
Healthy soils are the basis of any agricultural system and are vital for providing crops with the mineral
nutrients and moisture they
need, when they need it.
Regenerative farming, or
regenerative agriculture, is
a general term for practices
that improve soil conditions
on cropland.
The Regenerative Agriculture movement has seen
a boom in recent years, as
consumers become more
conscious of their own
health, and the impact food
production has on the environment.
As young farmers, such
as Zack Koscielny of Strathclair, transition to regenerative practices, they will
steer away from chemicalbased stimulants in favour
of bio-stimulants (produced
using organic composting
techniques) that will reintroduce life into the soil.
Simply
working
with
Mother Nature and not
against her.
Regenerative farming is
not
easy.
Regenerative
farming takes time and can
involve
experimentation
with compost and cover
crops that may threaten the
short-term commerciality of
their business models.
“As the farm’s name,

‘Green Beach Farm & Food’
name suggests we have, and
continue to strive for a
‘Green’ landscape by keeping a living root in the soil
as long as possible,” said
Zack, farming in a partnership with his parents,
Karen and Jason. “As the
fifth generation on this
farm, I take great pride in
following my ancestors, dating back to my grandfather
Roy’s grandmother, Margaret (McCallum) Gamey purchasing the home half in
1919.”
Spending
countless
hours with Grandpa Roy,
memories are golden for the
Strathclair
Community
School’s 2014 graduate, who
also secured a B.Sc. Agroecology Degree at the University in Manitoba in 2018.
Memories include gardening and lots of time spent in
the shop fixing and building
things. Zack learned that if
his grandpa couldn’t find or
buy the tool he needed, he
designed and made the tool
for the job. At times, he
opted not to buy a tool, but
make one himself, even better than what was readily
available at a local store.
Although Zack spent
countless hours on the farm
as a young lad, working
with the cattle, pigs, chick-

ens, and such, it wasn’t
really until his final semester at university that he
was confident he wanted to
farm.
“Thanks to a class that
semester called ‘Cropping
Systems’, and the instruction of professor, Gary Martens, students were introduced to Regenerative Agriculture,” commented Zack.
“I really liked the idea of
improving the soil and ecosystem health while making
the farm more profitable at
the same time … it seemed
like the best of both
worlds.”
The Regenerative approach is what allows Zack
to be on the farm full time.
Not being a large farm,
Green Beach Farm & Food
has chosen to sell high
value products and improve
the profit margin on other
products sold in order to
make it work financially.
Improved economics is a big
part of Regenerative Agriculture because when you
have a healthy soil, you can
get respectable, even exceptional, yields of grain and
forage without fertilizer or
chemical pesticide. Thus by
eliminating these input
costs, the profit margin in
farming is increased considerably.”

“WE HAVE, AND CONTINUE TO
STRIVE FOR A ‘GREEN’ LANDSCAPE
BY KEEPING A LIVING ROOT IN
THE SOIL AS LONG AS POSSIBLE”
-ZACK KOSCIELNY, GREEN BEACH FARM & FOOD

Cro ssro a d s This W e e k

“I think Grandpa Roy
was really good at thinking
outside the box, thanks to
innovation and determination to try new things on
the farm. Perhaps that’s
where some of my motivation for implementing new
practices has come from,”
adding, “Uncle Neil, got the

farm started on rotational
grazing back in the 1980s,
and we have taken that
grazing approach a step further now.”
By increasing stocking
density, rest periods, and
frequency of moves to new
pasture, these steps have
been extremely valuable, as

it allows grazing earlier in
the spring, and grazing
later in the winter months.
Rotational grazing also allows the Koscielny family to
increase the number of animals their land base will
support.
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Proudly Supporting
Agriculture

HEAD OFFICE
Box 278, 306 Elm Street
Shoal Lake, MB R0J 1Z0
Phone: 2047592565
Fax: 2047592740

SATELLITE OFFICE
127 Veteren’s Way
Strathclair, MB R0J 2C0
Phone: 2043652196
Fax: 2043652056
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SM ALL FARM VALUES
Farming
approximately
five kilometres south of
Strathclair, beef cattle, pigs,
laying hens, and new for 2021,
meat chickens, is among the
product managed. This year,
the Koscielny family, pastured pigs until November
and had cattle on pasture
from March 29, 2020 to Jan.
18, 2021. All told grass fed and
finished cattle, pastured pork,
and poultry is being raised
and sold from a Direct Marketing concept.
All meat is provincially inspected and sold by the half
or quarter, as well as in
smaller variety packs for people with smaller freezers.
They have found that some
customers really appreciate
getting their own custom or
specialty cuts of meat, and
having a relationship with the
people producing their food,
learning how the animals are
raised and processed.
“We are currently direct
marketing beef, pork, and
eggs, and will be offering
meat chickens and flax this
year,” Zack said. “I consider
direct marketing in our context to be the sale of farm
products directly to the consumer, or farm gate sales.
Selling direct to consumers
gives farmers, like us, income
stability and the ability to set

our prices.”
Managing five quarters of
land, about 250 acres is
deemed cropland rotation,
while the rest is pasture. After 2021, all cropland acres
will be certified organic.
“The cattle side of our operation is still the most enjoyable to me, so even in our
cropped acres we do a significant proportion of pastures
mixes of various annual crop
species, or polycrops, which
can be used for fall or winter
grazing while building soil
fertility for a grain or feed
crop the following year,” said
Zack. “Grain crops are ‘intercropped’, so, for example, we
will grow wheat and flax together to sell, or peas, oats,
and barley as feed for the pigs
and chickens.”
While direct marketing is
definitely an important aspect
to Green Beach Farm & Food,
the auction mart stills presents a good marketing opportunity in terms of cattle. As
well, most of the grain is sold
to larger organic grain buyers.
Having the opportunity to
deal with consumers, family
members have come to learn
that a significant growing
number of people are interested and supportive of local
businesses including local

farmers. It is felt that COVID19 has emphasized how fragile
our current food supply is, in
particular, meat, as larger
slaughter
facilities
were
forced to shut down, interrupting supply to the grocery
store and increasing prices to
the consumer.
From the perspective of
fiddling around, it holds two
meanings to the brother of
Emma Jean, and grandson of
Irene Gamey, who also has
the role of being garden supervisor and egg washer. He
may spend hours just fiddling
around when he should be
working, but he also enjoys
playing the fiddle, a bowed
string instrument, sharing
music with family and
friends.
Away from the farm, he
also enjoys participating in local and provincial organizations. Involvement includes
the Manitoba Forage and
Grasslands Association, planners of the Regenerative Ag.
Conference. He is also among
the younger generation to be
involved with the Strathclair
Agricultural Society.
And if asked, what the
farm means to him, this quote
would likely come to mind…
“This farm is more than land
and crops. It’s our family’s
heritage and future.”

Septic

Septic
Septic Tank Cleaning • Cottage Holding Tanks
Competitive Rates
Wayne | Rossburn, MB

2048590013 or 2048592751

We take “Crap” from Everyone!

MIDWEST
TRUCK & TRACTOR
MB GOVERNMENT SAFETIES & REPAIRS
Light Cars & Trucks • Medium Duty Trucks & Trailers
Heavy Duty Trucks & Trailers • Gooseneck & Bumper Hitch Trailers
Buses & School Buses • Motorhomes • Motorcycles
UP TO DATE DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT FOR ALL MAKES

TRUCK DOWN?

We can arrange to have your unit brought to our shop.
WE ARE LOOKING TO HIRE TRUCK & TRAILER MECHANICS
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SP READ ING
HIS
RESOURCES
D iversifica tion a n d custom er sa tisfa ction a re the keys in Lon ely La n e F eedlot Clea n in g’s con tin ued grow th
By RAC HEAL FLIN TO FT
There’s nothing quite
like a hard day’s work…
With 18 years of business
under his belt, OwnerOperator Ian Drul, of Sandy
Lake’s Lonely Lane Feedlot
Cleaning is a real team
player and can credit his
tailored service to the
growth he’s seen going into
spring 2021.
“Word of mouth grew my
business,” Drul explained.
“I keep diversifying to adapt
to the changing needs of my
customers, and if I see a
chance to grow, I go after
it.”
Drul is packed full of entrepreneurial spirit as well
as a whole lot of ambition...
and it definitely shows.
“There’s almost no jobs I
haven’t said yes to in the
last 18 years,” he chuckled.
“As perhaps the longest running feedlot cleaning business in the area, I’d like to
think a lot of that has to do
with the diversified services
I offer, and the customer
satisfaction of course…
that’s a priority.”
His nearly two-decade
old business has grown
every year to offer a wide
variety of services – from
farm feedlot cleaning to
bush scrubbing, various
skid steer work, hole drilling, and a trailering service… to snow clearing, landscaping, yard work, and garbage hauling – at both the
farm and residential level.
As a jack-of-all-trades, “I
provide what is needed,”
Drul explained. “I am very
flexible in the services I provide and offer many different things.”
Before starting Lonely
Lane, Drul worked for area
farmers as a lead hand, operating various equipment
and filling in where labour
was needed. From those experiences, the ability to
adapt, multi-task and multiservice, as well as provide

overall time-saving options
stood out to him the most.
“Being a small business
owner in a rural area, I believe that businesses must
be diverse and flexible so
that they can remain competitive,” he said. “Over the
years I have added more attachments to my business so
I can work steady throughout the year.”
The slow decline in
small-medium farms mixed
with an upturn in small
hobby style acreages left
Drul from time to time on
his toes adapting to the
change in market demand
mixed with the overall
needs of customers. Nevertheless, Drul’s tenacious disposition, along with 18 years
of continued evolution has
made Lonely Lane not only
distinctive but extremely
comprehensive.
“When I pull up to new
customers’
places
and
they’ve heard from someone
that ‘Ian can do that,’ well
that is the best...,” he
smiled. “Hearing positive
word-of-mouth
feedback
about my business is probably the biggest win.”

H E R D H E AL T H
First opening in 2003 as a
new face within the industry, Drul has set himself
apart by offering a feedlot
cleaning service – an essential aspect to keep livestock
healthy within a feeding operation’s confined space. He
offers up to four double
beater manure spreaders for
providing both an even
spread as well as stock piling for compost.
By delivering this type of
waste recycling program
with regular feedlot sanitation, Lonely Lane plays a vital role in the livestock cycle to compliment new or
existing herd health programs at the farm level.
“It’s like one farmer

said, ‘you sleep without a
blanket in the winter and
see if you like it’. The straw
and hay in the pens pile up
throughout the winter and
it needs to be cleaned so the
pen can be used again,”
Drul illustrated. “If you
don’t clean it up at some
point there would be no
place for animals that is
clean and dry to lay. It’s
also preventative disease
control.”
Drul offers a flexible, and
personalized package with
the option of both a fullservice corral cleaning –
providing all equipment and
manpower – or a mixed
service option, providing
partial equipment and labour to complete the job.
That option is good ol’ teamwork… to clean the feedlot,
the farmer can pull the
spreaders provided while
Drul loads with a skid steer.
“This allows the farmer
to make the best choice for
themselves, saving money
and time when needed and
wherever possible,” he said.
“I’m one of the only feedlot
cleaners that still offers this
service alternative.”
The value of providing
an assortment of services in
an agricultural related business has provided opportunities to see first-hand what
makes a difference at an operational level for the farms
Lonely Lane services.
“Customer service is
number one,” he said. “I always try to do the absolute
best at every job, from helping a farmer move some
gates, to maybe helping him
move cows in pen. In business, I don’t feel anything is
above and beyond as long as
the customer is happy, and
the job gets done.”
Diversifying even more,
Drul purchased a ground
shark mower nearly four
years ago, offering a yearround scrubbing service

Cro ssro a d s This W e e k

that has overflowed in popularity.
“The ground shark attaches to the front of the
skid steer and mow-mulches
grass, trees and willows up
to 9 inches in diameter,” he
explained. “It works great
for cleaning up fence lines

to do repairs or rebuilding.”
Drul added that this is a
great example of a multipurpose service requested
for numerous reasons –
various
customers
use
scrubbing for clearing trails
in the bush for hunting,
quadding, skidooing and

walking.
“I’ve even had requests
to do ditches for several municipalities, rail sidings for
elevators and farmyard
mowing for farmers,” he
further described.
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Our best w ish es to you for a
h ea lth y a nd p lentiful 2 0 2 1 sea son.
We value each opportunity to serve.
At Rae’s Funeral Service and Braendle-Bruce Funeral Service it has
always been our privilege to facilitate gatherings, whether they are
held at a church, community hall, gravesite, family home, or at
more than one location. Our role includes making the many
decisions nearly invisible, managing the logistics and infrastructure
required, so that families can focus on relationships and paying
tribute.
We offer guidance and options in planning ahead.
We carry a full line of memorials at wholesale prices and would be
pleased to design with you the perfect remembrance.
Please call us about our recently
published articles on what to do when
death occurs out of town, assisting a
child to understand death, and things to
consider when pre-arranging a service.
Do not hesitate to call our office with any
questions or visit our website; we are
here to assist you.

Bra e n dle -Bru ce F u n e ra l Se r vice
R u s s e ll,M B
204-7 7 3-27 47
w w w .b ra e n dle b ru ce fs .ca

R a e ’s F u n e ra l Se r vice
Sho a l L a ke & E ricks o n ,M B
204-7 59-2160
w w w .ra e s fs .ca
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“Rolling since 1986”

GRAIN & FERTILIZER HAU LIN G
Serving Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta
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• Sa fe On Tim e Se rvic e
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• Re lia b le Equipm e nt
• Co m pe titive Ra te s
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w w w.rtm transport.com

Spring Savings

10% OFF

Prestone Command 50/50
Red Extended Life

Fleetguard
Filters

Antifreeze

thru April 30, 2021

Case $66 (3.78L x 6)
Barrel $495.00 (205L)
.00

Group 31
Batteries
950 CCA

$95.00 exchange

CALL FOR SPRING SALE PRICING ON PETRO-CAN BULK OIL

204-849-2242 1 PARK ST. NEWDALE, MB
OPEN: Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. • Friday 8:00 a.m - 8:00 p.m. • Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
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SP R EAD IN G H IS R ESOUR CES
Drul also provides trailer
services as well, with his 32foot flat deck to help haul
bales, move equipment and
perform general freight
transport.
“I also have a dump
trailer that can be used for
garbage collection, yard
cleanup and for hauling dirt
or gravel to job sites,” he
said. Furthermore, “I have a
stock trailer to help move
cattle to pasture or the auction mart.”
The sky is seemingly the
limit, depending only on
what a customer requires.
Lonely Lane is constantly evolving with demand, and multi-skilled in
services to bridge the gap
between agricultural and
residential requests.

E VE R -CH AN GIN G
AG IN DU ST R Y
Characteristic of any successful entrepreneur, Lonely
Lane has systematically
moved forward, progressing
with the ever-changing agricultural industry, and addressing the needs of both
the big and small farm sector.
“Farms
have
in-fact
changed, from their size to
their needs,” he said, “but
as a business, so have I.”

Drul added that over his
many years in business, he
has seen lots of farms disappear to retirement after the
younger generation chooses
not to continue with the
family farm. These yard
sites, most likely, have been
acquired by bigger farms.
From an agricultural service provider’s view, you
have to adapt and evolve
with the industry or get
pushed out as unnecessary
or irrelevant.
“Two thirds of my customers are return business
every year,” Drul exclaimed. “I even have a customer that has been hiring
me for 18 years consecutively. To know every year
that these people will be hiring me again because I did a
great job is what keeps me
going year after year.”
Spring, summer, fall and
winter – every season is full
and busy for Lonely Lane.
Often times, in a year Drul
returns to a farmyard two to
three times, depending on
work requested. That type
of returning customer base
speaks for itself.
“All my customers treat
me great, and I treat them
the same… I always engage
with them during and after
to make sure the job is done

the way they want,” he
stated. “We’re a team from
start to finish.”
Lonely Lane lets you
work smarter not harder,
providing the right equipment, knowledge, and attitude. According to Drul, it’s
his customers that are the
reason he keeps going.
“Like they always say,
‘find a job you love, and you
never will work another day
in your life,’ that is so
true,” he said. “I’m very
proud of how far my business has come over the last
18 years, and all the people I
have met and worked with.”
Covering a large area,
Lonely Lane Feedlot Cleaning
facilitates
services
within an approximate 100kilometre radius around
Sandy Lake, but will always
accommodate if the job demands it. Passion meets persistence, ambition, adaptability, and good ol’ fashioned get-up-and-go… that’s
Drul’s personal and business philosophy in a nutshell.
“It’s been a wild ride,”
Drul smiled. With a lot of
hard work, “after a milestone 18 years in the business though, I still do love
my job.”

TO THOSE THAT WORK IN ACRES,
NOT IN HOURS,

WE THANK YOU!

Serving Farmers for over 60 years!
Offering Custom Cleaning, Color Sorting,
Inoculants, Seed Treating and Seed Sales.

Oak River, MB

Available Commodities
are as follows:
Hybrid Fall Rye, Oats,
Barley, Wheat, Peas,
Forages, Canola,
Corn & Soybeans.

204-566-2422
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Did you know Hew son’s are a PoettingerM ain Dealerforallyourgrassland & tillage requirem ents?

The s pecia listin s o il prepa ra tio n .

Terrad isc
w w w .po e tting e r.ca
P H O N E :450-372-5595

Did you know Hew son’s is a fully stocked M asterfeeds dealerw ith bulk feed delivery available too?

www.masterfeeds.com

Did you know thatHew son’s offers...

TIRE SHOP
GREAT SPRING DEALS
ON AGRICULTURAL TIRES!
SEMI & PASSENGER | ALL MAKES & SIZES

SEE US FOR A FULL LINE OF

CATTLE EQUIPMENT:
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G lyp hosate Re sistance

Con fron tin g the p roblem tha tm a n y in the in dustry a re relucta n tto ta lk a bout
By BREN D A HU N TER

fo rCro ssro a d s This W e e k

Let’s start talking about the elephant in the room. By that I mean
those two little words that farmers are
reluctant to admit and avoid talking
about – glyphosate resistance (GR).
Agriculture has become so heavily
reliant on glyphosate (a.k.a. Roundup),
that resistance to this chemical has become prevalent throughout Australia,
the United States and Canada.
It’s one of the many concerns of
agronomists and is becoming a huge
problem, especially for the next generation of farmers, across the prairies.
Overuse of a good thing has become a
bad thing.
The parable would be likened to
overuse or misuse of antibiotics in the
health care sector. By using a medication to fix one problem, but by either
not using it correctly, or using too
much of it when it wasn’t really necessary, has led to antibiotic resistance.
The same is true of glyphosate in agriculture.
I barely remember when glyphosate
hit the market back in 1974. But, by the
time I was working in the agriculture
industry in the early 90’s, it was the
end all, be all. It was cheap, easy and it
seemed to be the answer to every farmer’s problems. Or was it?
“Glyphosate resistance (GR) really

started to take off in the mid-1990s
around the same time that GR crops
were introduced,” said Justine Cornelsen, Agronomy Specialist with the Crop
Production and Innovation Team for
the Canola Council of Canada. “(There)
are over 40 confirmed GR weed species
globally. This number continues to increase yearly.”
There is no one farming practice
that proved to be the culprit. However,
minimum tillage and genetically modified crops likely added to the problem.
Now is the time to pay the piper.
Jump ahead 30 years and the evidence
of those decisions are now being experienced.
According to Cornelsen, in Western
Canada, kochia is the only known GR
weed so far. However, in Eastern Canada there have been four species identified as being GR: giant ragweed, Canada fleabane, common ragweed and waterhemp.
Cornelsen illustrated the problem a
little more clearly. “For example, kochia produces 15,000 to 25,000 seeds per
plant, and mature weeds, once they
break from their stems and start to
tumble with the wind, can spread these
seeds over a wide area.” One can surely
see how a small problem can multiple
and travel exponentially.

There are several ways of determining GR weeds. Field scouting following
glyphosate applications is crucial.
Weeds that appear green next to dead
ones, or weed species grouped together
that are still alive next to those that
were recently sprayed, are clues, as are
patches of weeds that continue to grow
every year. Weed seeds can be collected
and sent away for analysis to confirm
GR.
It is of major concern to the future
of farming, that is, the next generation
of agricultural producers. And despite
repeated reminders by agronomists and
crop advisors who have been preaching
the same message about GR for a number of years, there are still those that
refuse to adopt the principles and practices to control it. ‘Not my problem’ is a
common attitude shared by many.
“GR will be a huge problem for the
next generation,” said Shaun Hunter, a
young farmer in the Kenton area.
“Farmers need to be proactive about
GR, not reactive. If they wait until it
becomes a problem, it’s too late.”
Yet very few want to talk about it.
Trying to find someone to interview for
the purposes of this article, was next to
impossible.
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Agronomists don’t want
to talk about it because it
may affect their relationship
between farmers and the
chem companies. Chem companies don’t want to talk
about it because, well, they
created the problem and are
now trying to correct it.
Farmers don’t want to talk
about it because it’s their
dirty little secret. No one
wants to go on public record
as being ‘that person’ and
risk damaging a relationship
with their peers and/or colleagues.
I get it. We are learning.
We are figuring things out.
Farming is just another example of this. What worked
for our predecessors by incorporating summerfallow
into the rotation as a means
to control and suppress
weeds is no longer economical nor effective. When agriculture started discovering
more practical means to control weeds and utilize all of
the land for higher margins
through chemical control, it
seemed like a win-win for
everyone.
Agriculture is an everevolving industry and farmers are the students. Science
and technology, like everything else, is finding new
and better ways to ‘work
smarter, not harder’. It’s not
our fault that we didn’t previously have the tools we

“IGNORING GLYPHOSATE RESISTANCE WILL
RESULT IN THE LOSS OF CHEMISTRY TO BE
USED ON THE FARM. NEW CHEMISTRY AND
ACTIVE INGREDIENTS ARE NOT EASY TO
COME BY. THIS WILL THEN LIMIT THE
CROPS THAT CAN BE GROWN, AS MANY
ARE NOW GLYPHOSATE RESISTANT.”
-JUSTINE CORNELSEN

needed to do our job better.
As we know more, we do differently. It is our job to
learn and grow and gather
more tools to help us with
decision making and become
more effective.
Think back 20, 30, 50, 100
years. Is anything really the
same as it was then? No, of
course not! What society
knew then is certainly not
what we believe to be accurate today. The same is true
of agriculture.
In this area, we are seeing low incidences of glypho-

sate resistance currently,
but it is on the rise. While it
may not be a concern at the
moment, it delays and further exacerbates the problem because farmers aren’t
as likely to do anything now,
to prevent it from happening
down the road.
The easy solution? If you
must spray glyphosate, and
many must, tank mix it with
another chemical from another class.
The problem with this,
short-term, is that it affects
margins. I mean, why would

a farmer add the extra expense of tank mixing a
chemical that he doesn’t
really need to use, to combat
a future problem?
However, those stewards
of the land that are truly
that; that really care about
the land and aren’t about to
bastardize it solely for personal gain, are going to seek
out solutions and practices
to prevent the problem from
happening in the first place.
“Ignoring glyphosate resistance will result in the
loss of chemistry to be used

on the farm,” Cornelsen
warned. “New chemistry
and active ingredients are
not easy to come by. This
will then limit the crops that
can be grown, as many are
now glyphosate resistant.
Some crops rely solely on a
post emergent application of
glyphosate, so with it ineffective at controlling weeds,
yield losses will be seen.”
There have been discussions about banning the use
of glyphosate, but so far it
hasn’t come to that.
Instead, Cornelsen recommends several proactive
steps to help reduce the risk
and spread of GR.
One way is to keep crop
and product diversity at the
forefront when making input decisions to help limit
development of GR weed
species.
“Look at using herbicides
with different modes of action or different herbicide
groups,” she advised.
Another suggestion is to
consider alternative methods of managing weed suppression using chemical and
cultural options like dense
plant stands, cover crops,
strategic use of tillage applications and mechanical
means to destroy weed
seeds.
The third option, and one
that makes sense is to target
the source of the problem by

decreasing the use of glyphosate and GR crops altogether.
She suggested that farmers ask themselves this
question, ‘is this application
really needed?’ “(When it is
necessary) ensure the appropriate rates, water volumes
and timing of applications
are done to get efficacy out
of the product.”
And it goes without saying that proactive scouting
of fields to early identify
herbicide resistant weeds
should be utilized.
“(Farmers) need to be using several management
tools to effectively control
weeds on the farm,” she
added, “using an integrated
weed
management
approach.”
Cornelsen noted that in
addition to GR, that over 76
unique herbicide resistant
biotypes are now found in
Canada including resistant
wild oats, green foxtail and
cleavers.
Members of the Manitoba
Canola Growers have access
to free glyphosate resistant
kochia testing through the
PSI Lab at: www.canola
council.org/canola-watch/
2019/07/31/test-kochiaescapes-for-glyphosateresist
ance/.
Brenda Hunter is a freelance writer based out of
Virden, MB.
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Canad ian ag riculture m e e ts b ig p harm a
>> H ow a little-kn ow n con tribution by the livestock sector p la yed a vita l role in sa vin g the life of B irtle’s Avery H op p
BREN D A HU N TER

and (they) come from both
cow and pig lungs,” reported
Fraser, who attends deliveries of high-risk newborn infants to determine the babies that would benefit from
receiving the surfactant, and
then administering it.
She continued. “In premature infants with RDS,
animal-derived surfactant is
given through a tube inserted into the trachea soon
after birth to improve gas
exchange and reduce the
need for mechanical ventilation.”

fo rCro ssro a d s This W e e k

Little Avery Hopp of
Birtle, recently celebrated
her second birthday. Like
most two-year-olds, the occasion was marked with much
love and celebration from
her family and friends as another milestone in her
young life was reached. But
unlike most other two-yearolds, for her parents, Haley
Johnston and Tyrell Hopp,
the celebration was just a
little bit sweeter and cherished just a little bit more.
For this birthday, and all of
her birthdays to follow, the
day is a vivid reminder of
the pure miracle of her life
itself. And for good reason.
Avery was born prematurely
on March 1, 2019 at just 27
weeks, 2 days.
What makes this story
even more significant from
an agricultural perspective,
is that a little-known contribution by the livestock sector played a vital role in
saving Avery, and babies
like her. Despite the fact
that it is now so commonly
used in NICUs across North
America, yet is so unrecognized by the public at large,
Avery’s parents were not
even initially aware of its
existence. You see, Avery,
like most premature babies,
received a treatment shortly
after birth called BLES,
which stands for bovine
lipid
extract
surfactant
(BLES), a unique substance
made up of fats and proteins
which is found in the lungs.
In other words, she was
treated with lung surfactant
harvested from a cow.
With a normal term baby
being born at approximately
40 weeks, 27 weeks gestation
is considered very preterm.
The good news is that according to statistics, fewer
than one percent of babies
are born this early. The
even better news is that
most babies (90%) who
reach this stage of gestation
do survive with no neurological problems, of which
Avery is living proof.

SU F F ICIE N T SU R F ACT AN T
Since the lungs are the
last major organ to finish
developing in an unborn fetus, a good majority of premature babies are born
without sufficient surfactant
in their lung tissues, which

N E O N AT AL N U R SE

Avery w ith parents Haley Johnston and TyrellHopp
is crucial for breathing. Surfactant works as a lubricant
in our lungs which keeps
the tiny alveoli (air sacs)
from collapsing upon exhalation. When a baby is born
without this much needed
surfactant, it further exacerbates their breathing process as they struggle to reinflate collapsed airways. This
is called Respiratory Distress Syndrome (RDS).
“Surfactant is a phospholipid produced by specialized cells in our lungs,”
said Deb Fraser, a neonatal
nurse practitioner working
in the Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit (NICU) at St.
Boniface Hospital. “The
analogy that I like to use is
that surfactant is like Teflon
on a frying pan – it keeps
things from sticking together. Alveoli are like balloons – they take effort to inflate the first time and, if
they are wet inside, the
walls stick together and it’s
very difficult to inflate
them.”
Enter the livestock industry.
Vigorous research into
RDS was initiated as early
as 1963 when the son of then
President of the U.S., John
F. Kennedy, was delivered at

35 weeks gestation and subsequently died at two days
of age due to RDS. Trials began the very next year without much success. Then, in
1972, it was discovered by a
researcher at the University
of Western Ontario located
in London, ON by the name
of Dr. Fred Possmayer, that
lung surfactant could be successfully harvested from animals, including cattle and
pigs. He later teamed up
with Dr. David Bjarneson
and Dr. Harold Nigh to further investigate the potential for this product. They
founded a company by the
name of BLES Biochemicals
Inc. and made it their life’s
mission to manufacture and
supply surfactant to save
premature babies across
Canada and eventually the
world. The first infant
treated with BLES in a trial
back in 1983 proved to be a
monumental breakthrough
for the medical community.
Wide-spread use of animalderived surfactant began in
earnest following this discovery. Although BLES is
one of many surfactants
available, it is unique in
that there is no generic form
of this product; it is harvested solely from the lungs

AVERY, LIKE MOST PREMATURE BABIES, RECEIVED
A TREATMENT SHORTLY AFTER BIRTH CALLED BLES,
WHICH STANDS FOR BOVINE LIPID EXTRACT SURFACTANT
(BLES). IN OTHER WORDS, SHE WAS TREATED WITH
LUNG SURFACTANT HARVESTED FROM A COW

of cattle.
“There are now a number

of animal-derived surfactants used to treat newborns

aIIianceaccounting.ca

Fraser definitely knows
what she is talking about.
She was raised on a farm
near the community of
Franklin, MB and sees the
value and importance of
BLES and the contributions
of the cattle industry for this
very special population of
babies, first-hand, every single day of her life. She has
been a neonatal nurse and
nurse practitioner for 40
years and has written three
textbooks including one on
respiratory care in premature infants.
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“I have worked in the
NICU for 40 years – both preand post-surfactant introduction,” said Fraser passionately. “I have seen many
changes over the years but
can truly say that surfactant
therapy is one of the most
beneficial innovations that I
have seen. The difference in
the severity of lung disease is
nothing short of miraculous.
In premature infants, severe
lung disease and the need for
oxygen therapy and ventilation increases the risk of infections, damage to the developing brain and eyes and can
greatly increase the length of
stay in the hospital. The ability to give a therapy that so
dramatically reduces the number of complications of prematurity, greatly improves the
lives of premature babies and
their families.”
The company, BLES Biochemicals Inc., that harvests
the white foam from cows’
lungs is based in London, ON
and gets the majority of its
supply from an abattoir owned
by the Canadian branch of
Cargill in Guelph, ON. The
back story of how they began
this unique relationship is a
story in and of itself. After a
chance phone call in an attempt to locate a larger abattoir with access to a bigger
source of raw product to satisfy the demand for their surfactant, Nigh stumbled upon a

producer who himself had
been a preemie, and the rest
as they say, is history.
‘I harvest cow loogies for a
living’ is a strange thing to
have on one’s resume, but
such is the case for the team
of foam extractors from BLES
that frequent the slaughterhouse one day every week.
They operate like a well-oiled
machine; their presence approved by the Canadian Food
Inspection Agency, they harvest straight from the source
in real-time which they have
found to be the most efficient
and effective. They stay out of
the way of the processing
plant’s staff, and in an attempt
to fly under the radar and remain inconspicuous, they arrive ahead of the day’s shift to
unload their extraction equipment and are the last ones to
leave at the end of the day.
They must perform their task
quickly and methodically, having only 28 seconds per cow to
collect the precious foam. The
foam derived from one set of
cow lungs can be used to treat
two preemies. The BLES team
is usually able to capture the
foam from around 700 cattle of
the approximate 1,500 head
that are processed daily at the
facility.
The foam is both hydrophilic and hydrophobic. It is
harvesting by washing the
cow’s lungs at the time of
slaughter. About 20 litres of

salt water is injected into the
lungs and the runoff is captured; firstly, the water,
capped off with the precious
lung foam which sits on top of
the water making it easy to
extract. The foam is then broken down with solvents and
machines to condense it and
make it transportable. Back at
the lab, it is then purified and
processed into a safe state to
be administered to preemies
worldwide.
Science wouldn’t be science if it weren’t trying to
come up with new and better
ways to replicate nature in order to replace the surfactant
with synthetic versions. None
have been overly successful.
One of the most recent attempts was a product called
Surfaxin which was developed
in 2012, but was discontinued
in 2015, as it was unable to
compete with the animalderived product.
“There have been a number of synthetic surfactants
that have been used but, to
date, none of them have produced the success that bovine
surfactant has,” Fraser stated.
“It seems that the ability to
mimic the complex mixture of
proteins and fats (found) in
natural surfactant, has so far,
eluded scientists.”

IN CR E ASIN G PR O BL E M
As reported by Nigh back
at BLES, they face an in-

creasing problem, in that
they are unable to produce
enough surfactant for the
growing market demand. So
much so that they have begun collecting foam at another smaller abattoir in PEI.
“BLES is one of the most
widely used products in Canada,” said Fraser, with respect to the popularity of the
surfactant.
Although premature birth
is one of the main causes of
insufficient lung surfactant
in newborns, there are other
causes. Surfactant-producing
cells in the lungs can also be
damaged at or shortly after
birth in term infants. Things
like aspiration pneumonia
caused by the ingestion of
meconium in the amniotic
fluid by the fetus at time of
birth, as well as some infants
of diabetic mothers for which
the diabetes has interfered
with the baby’s natural occurring production of lung
surfactant, are culprits as
well.
“Meconium denatures the
surfactant that babies produce, and too much insulin
in babies of diabetic mothers
inhibits the production of
surfactant,” said Lisa MacMain, a NICU nurse working
in the BC Women’s and Children’s Hospital in Vancouver,
BC, who has ties to this area.
“I have personally cared for
babies in both of these sce-

narios that have received
BLES in the course of their
treatments. In these situations, you would say they
were given BLES for “off label” use.”
Fraser added, “Critically
ill adults can also suffer from
damage to their surfactantproducing cells. Surfactant
therapy has been studied in
adults but, so far, has not
been as successful as it is in
newborns.”
Enter COVID-19.
Just last summer, Lawson
Health Research Institute in
London, ON released a news
article stating that they had
launched a study to investigate the use of BLES in the
treatment of COVID-19 patients that were severely respiratory compromised.
It stated that “lung analyses from patients with severe
COVID-19-induced
respiratory failure indicate there is
a change in their alveolar
type-II cells; the cells which
secrete surfactant. This suggests a change to the surfactant being produced, and a
decrease in its functional efficacy.”
The study suggested that
if BLES were given at time of
intubation, it could reduce
the risk of mechanical ventilation, and improve the systemic inflammatory response,
gas exchange and length of
hospital stay.

“BLES has been studied
in pediatric and adult populations with (Acute Respiratory
Distress Syndrome) ARDS,
and we have found that it improves outcomes in patients
with direct lung injury when
compared to patients receiving standard treatment,” Dr.
Jim Lewis, Lawson Scientist
and Respirologist at St. Joseph’s Health Care London,
was quoted as saying in the
press release. “We have
proven this treatment effective in the past, and COVID19 seems to be another prototypic case that we think will
respond well.”
Lawson Health Research
Institute was contacted prior
to publishing for an update
on this status; however, they
did not respond.
BLES is significant evidence of yet another contribution made by the Canadian
agricultural industry, and
specifically the livestock sector, to society as a whole. For
without the existence of the
cattle and pork producers,
there would be none of the
lifesaving foam harvested, instrumental in saving the precious lives of premature babies and now, potentially,
COVID-19 patients, across
Canada and around the
world.
Brenda Hunter is a freelance writer based out of
Virden, MB.
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M ore than a fashion statem ent
>> W in ter ea r p rotectors p reven tfrozen ea rs for n ew born ca lves a n d ca n sa ve dolla rs losta tm a rketw hen they’re sold
D ARRELL N ES BITT
Cro ssro a d s This W e e k

Visit a cattle farm today,
and you may see young animals in fashionable winter
wear, based on a calf toque
perspective.
Muriel Osiowy of Grenfell,
SK is among enterprisers
across Canada and the United
States making and selling the
protective gear.
“When it’s cold out, and a
calf is born, its ears can
freeze,” said Osiowy. “Earmuffs are the saving grace, as
the calf toque protects newborns from freezing temperatures and harsh winter elements.”
Ears of a newborn calf can
freeze quite easily even from
its mother licking their newborn’s ears clean, which then
leaves them wet and susceptible to freezing. At market, cattle with frozen ears can be
thought to be more likely to
acquire ear infections and
sickness, so they are often discounted in price because of
having evidence of frozen
ears. For that reason, earmuffs are a worthwhile investment.
Osiowy who was raised on

Enterprisers across C anada and the U nited S tates have begun m aking and selling the protective gear
a mixed grain and cattle farm
northeast of the Saskatchewan
community, is not presently
involved in farming. At the
suggestion of family, she began to make and sell the ear
protectors.

“I make them out of fleece
which makes them warm for
the calf to wear,” she stated in
the Yorkton This Week. “The
fleece is stretchy enough to
pull over the calf’s head and
around its neck, hugging the

calf hood snuggly and securely in place. The protective
ear pocket is large enough to
slip a tagged ear inside.”
To keep the ear part of the
calf toque extra warm and
dry, Osiowy covers the fleece

with a windbreaker type of
material.
“The material stands up, if
cared for,” Osiowy assured.
“One pair of calf ears can be
used many times over for
many years.”

What started as small-time
project for a local farmer,
Osiowy now enjoys the effort
of sewing ears in different
sizes. The best part for her is
the fun of putting different
colour combinations of fleece
and windbreaker material together to create a new look
for them and the pleasure of
knowing they work well.
Initiating the business in
March 2020, some were remade, others were tweaked,
until every customer was
happy. She was able to additional quantities this winter
in various locations in Manitoba and our neighbouring
province to the west.
Like humans, calves are
born premature, bigger or
smaller than others in the
herd. Some cattle producers
like having some small and
some large sets of earmuffs on
hand to best fit a new offspring.
Farmers who have used
them state they have done the
job and add a little splash of
colour to the cow-calf pen,
while required. The product is
truly a statement of how fashion does have its place in the
cattle industry today.
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P ulse crop s a re
p rom ising, com p lex
It is interesting how ideas
percolate to fill this space on a
weekly basis for more than 30years now.
Earlier last week my better
half sent me a link regarding
pulse exports and India, which
I had more or less forgotten by
the time I sat down to write a
column, and frankly probably
would have, except my better
half had also questioned what
we might have for lunch on
Easter Sunday.
There was left over ham in
the freezer, and well she
hadn’t made homemade baked
lentils for ages, so it was off
Saturday to buy some bulk
lentils, and well they turned
out great, and here I am thinking lentils, and by extension
pulse crops.
Pulse crops of course have
a huge potential as they are
eaten as a protein source in
many countries, but knowing
which pulses to grow in a
given year is a bit of a lottery
pick because there are such a
range of crops within the
world of pulses.
For example, at the local
bulk food outlet my better half
had wanted black lentils for
the baked dish. She had made
them before and they looked
unique in the bowl and tasted
great.
There were no black lentils, only brown and red. She
chose brown, and they turned
out great, although didn’t have
the same dynamic look of the
black ones.
For us, a lentil is a lentil is
a lentil, but in world markets
there are a range of colours
and each tends to have rather
specific markets, so while red
lentils might go up in price,
the brown may not, and
therein lies a challenge for
producers, tracking numerous
markets.
It’s the same with yellow
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and green peas, and of course
the variety of beans grown is
huge, although not all are viable crops on the Canadian
Prairies.
The variety within in
pulses is its greatest potential
as a crop for Canadian farmers, but also the greatest challenge.
Most years there will be a
pulse crop with a solid upside
in terms of price, but since
some types have a rather limited niche market they are
also prone to price swings
based on rather minor production shifts.
So producers need to stay
very focused on markets and
most of the key ones are on
the other side of the world,
with India driving much of the
pulse demand, with Pakistan,
China and Turkey also key.
Understanding the complexities of the varied pulse
sector, and its associated markets are certainly more challenging than a much better understood canola or wheat market, but those challenges do offer opportunities.
As the protein market
changes, the opportunities are
only going to grow too.
Calvin Daniels is the assistant editor of the Yorkton This
Week in Yorkton, SK.
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Farm ers m ay have
em otional ties to land
>> Som etim es decision s a boutla n d com e dow n to m ore tha n justdolla rs a n d cen ts
Agriculture and agri-food
are big businesses in Canada,
but that doesn’t mean every
decision at the farm level is
based purely on the dollars
and cents.
When it comes to farmland, economics isn’t always
the first measure of value.
There’s also the emotional
connection to land that provides livelihood or may have
been in the family for generations. It can be deeply personal and is often tied with
not wanting to disappoint ancestors.
One couple, who asked that
their names not be used, operate a mixed grain and cattle
farm that’s been in the husband’s family since the 1920s.
They know all too well about
the emotional value of land.
Renting land that the husband’s great-grandfather purchased is a strong tie to the
past. They want to move the
acreage out of cropland and
use it for hay for their cattle,
yet the emotional tie is tight.
Worried about insulting the
great uncle they rent from,
every year they continue to

THERE’S MORE TO FARMLAND
VALUE THAN ECONOMICS.
FARMERS MAY ALSO PLACE
EMOTIONAL ATTACHMENT TO
THE LAND THEY FARM.
plant the same crops he always grew. They acknowledge
the decision is based purely
on emotion.
“Call it for what it is,” says
the wife. “This is an emotional decision, and you recognize there’s a price you’re
willing to pay to have that
piece of land and know that
you are doing the right thing.”
Annessa Good, an Agriculture Transition Specialist
with Farm Credit Canada
(FCC), says, while easier said
than done, she recommends
farmers take emotion out of
the equation when making decisions
about
farmland,

whether it’s renting, selling or
use of land.
“You have to look at it as a
business,” Good says. “Is it financially viable? What are the
goals?”
However, she knows that’s
not the reality, so when working with her clients, she uses
math to help alleviate emotion.
Consider the land use or
purchase, she says, and decide
how it can be used to meet the
goals of the farm.
“Is it income or wealth-

generating? Does it meet your
short and long-term objectives
of having a financially sustainable operation, or is it going to be an estate planning
process?”
She encourages farmers
who are buying land to decide
if they are adding acres or
productivity.
“Strategic farmers will
purchase and recognize if
their margin is too thin so
they will sell other land to get
more productive land,” Good
says.
There’s more to farmland
value than economics. Farmers may also place emotional
attachment to the land they
farm. Acknowledging when
decisions are based on emotion is important. Still, experts encourage farmers to
pull emotions out of farm decisions as soon as they can and
focus on making land use decisions based on business
goals.
-Farm Credit Canada

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION
Rossburn
Municipality

PUBLIC NOTICE

SALE OF LANDS FOR ARREARS OF TAXES
HAMIOTA MUNICIPALITY
Pursuant to subsection 367(7) of The Municipal Act, notice is hereby given that
unless the tax arrears for the designated year and costs in respect of the hereinafter
described properties are paid in full to the Municipality prior to the
commencement of the auction, the Municipality will on the 5th day of May, 2021 ,
at the hour of 7:30 p.m., at Hamiota Municipality, 75 Maple Avenue, Hamiota,
MB, proceed to sell by public auction the following described properties:

of the 2021 Financial Plan
Public Hearing
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to subsection 162(2)
of the Municipal Act that the Council of the Rossburn
Municipality intends to present its financial plan for the fiscal
year 2021 at a public hearing on Thursday, April 29, 2021
at 7:00 p.m. at the Ukrainian National Hall on 31 Heritage
Avenue in Rossburn and via Zoom.
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic the Public Hearing will also be
held via a Zoom/telephone conference. A Zoom ink and
teleconference number will be posted on the rossburn.ca
website. If you wish to attend the meeting in person at the
Ukrainian Hall please contact the municipal office prior to
Wednesday, April 28 to pre-register so appropriate COVID
accommodations and protocols can be arranged.
Council will hear any person who wishes to make
representation, ask questions, or register an objection to the
financial plan.
Copies of the financial plan will be available for review after
April 16, 2021 and may be examined on our website at
www.rossburn.ca or may be obtained via email by requesting
a copy at municipaloffice@rossburn.ca. Copies will also be left
in the Municipal Office foyer at 43 Main Street, Rossburn for
pick-up during regular business hours.
Holly Krysko, B.Comm., CMMA
Chief Administrative Officer
Rossburn Municipality
April 9, 2021

The tax sale is subject to the following terms and conditions with respect to
each property:
• The purchaser of the property will be responsible for any property taxes not
yet due.
• The Municipality may exercise its right to set a reserve bid in the amount of
arrears and costs.
• If the purchaser intends to bid by proxy, a letter of authorization form must be
presented prior to the start of the auction.
• The Municipality makes no representations or warranties whatsoever
concerning the properties being sold.
• The successful purchaser must, at the time of the sale, make payment in
cash, certified cheque or bank draft to the Hamiota Municipality as follows:
i) The full purchase price if it is $10,000 or less; OR
ii) If the purchase price is greater than $10,000, the purchaser must provide a
non-refundable deposit in the amount of $10,000 and the balance of the
purchase price must be paid within 20 days of the sale; AND
iii) A fee in the amount $309.75 ($295 + GST) for preparation of the transfer of
title documents. The purchaser will be responsible for registering the transfer
of title documents in the land titles office, including the registration costs.
• The risk for the property lies with the purchaser immediately following the
auction.
• The purchaser is responsible for obtaining vacant possession.
• If the property is non-residential property, the purchaser must pay GST to the
Municipality or, if a GST registrant, provide a GST Declaration.
Dated this 9th day of April, 2021.
Managed by:

Robin Cripps
Assistant Chief Administrative Officer
Hamiota Municipality
Phone: 204-764-3050
Fax: 204-764-3055
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NOTICE OF
APPLICATION
Municipality of Rossburn
Sunset Point Water Utility
Utility Operating Deficit Recovery
March 19, 2021
The Municipality of Rossburn (Municipality) has applied to the
Public Utilities Board (Board) to approve operating deficits of
$21,815 in 2013, $17,441 in 2014, $14,529 in 2015, $19,162
in 2016, $6,543 in 2017, $40,930 in 2018 and $34,559 in
2019 for the Sunset Point Water Utility (Utility). There is an
anticipated surplus of $4,681.64 in 2020 leaving a total deficit
of $150,297.
The Municipality’s proposed recovery method is as follows:
• $92,172 from Utility customers through an annual charge
of $236.33 per customer over a 15 year period
• Transfer of $58,125 from the General Operating Fund
(General)
• $45,000 from General consists of future revenue from
the speculative sale of a lot developed at Sunset Point
and owned by the Municipality. The Municipality has
not sold this lot, but intends to do so in the future
and $45,000 of that revenue is to be used for deficit
recovery.
• $13,125 from General is money from reserves that
were contributed as part of the development
agreement for the Sunset subdivision.
Details of the Municipality’s application are available for review
at the Municipal office or the Board’s office. Any questions
concerning the applications or the operation of the Utility,
should be sent directly to the Municipality.
An application for revised water rates for the Sunset Point
Water Utility (Utility) as set out in By-Law No. 2020-005, read
the first time on March 3, 2020 is also before the Board.
Interim rates have been approved in Board Order 131-20. The
rate application has previously been advertised in a Notice of
Application.
If you have concerns/comments regarding the Municipality’s
application please go to www.pubmanitoba.ca and provide
your comment. Please note all comments will be forwarded to
the Municipality.
Questions or comments should be sent on or before
April 20, 2021.
The Public Utilities Board is the provincial regulatory agency
that reviews and approves rates for water and wastewater
utilities in Manitoba, with the exception of the City of
Winnipeg. The Board’s review process involves:
• the Utility filing a rate application to the Board,
• a public notification of proposed rate changes,
• the Board’s review of the application through a public
hearing or paper review process, and
• the issuance of an Order which outlines the Board’s
decision on the rate application and the rates to be
changed.
The Manitoba Ombudsman has privacy guidelines for
administrative tribunals. The Board is mindful of its obligations
under those guidelines. Its decisions in respect of the
application being considered will be sensitive to the guidelines.
Personal information will not be disclosed unless it is
appropriate and necessary to do so. However, the Board
advises participants that these proceedings are public and that
as a result, personal information protections are reduced.
The Board will then decide whether any further notice is
required abnd whether to proceed with a public hearing or
paper review process. All concerns received by the Board will
be considered in the Board’s decision on rates to be changed.
PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT IN CONSIDERING THIS
APPLICATION, THE PUBLIC UTILITIES BOARD MAY OR MAY
NOT FIND IT NECESSARY TO DETERMINE RATES DIFFERENT
FROM THOSE APPLIED FOR BY THE APPLICANT.
Note: All proceedings will be conducted in accordance with
the Board’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, which the Board
may vary in order to constrain regulatory costs. The Rules are
available at www.pubmanitoba.ca.
Jennifer Dubois, CPA, CMA
Assistant Associate Secretary
Manitoba Public Utilities Board
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Hamiota Municipality

PUBLIC NOTICE
Regarding the 2021 Financial Plan
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to subsection 162(2)
of The Municipal Act that the Council of the Hamiota
Municipality intends to present its Financial Plan for the fiscal
year 2021 at a PUBLIC HEARING in the Council Chambers of
the Hamiota Municipality at 75 Maple Avenue East on April
21, 2021 at 7:30 p.m.
Council will hear any person who wishes to make a
representation, ask questions, or register an objection to the
Financial Plan, as provided. All objections, written or verbal,
must be filed prior to the adjournment of the hearing and
must include the name, address and property description of
the person filing the objection and the grounds of their
objection. A written objection may be filed with the Chief
Administrative Officer, cao@hamiota.com or Box 100, 75
Maple Avenue, Hamiota, MB R0M 0T0 prior to the
commencement of the hearing.

K EEP ON TRUCK IN’

DAR R E L L N E SBIT T / CR O SSR O ADS T H IS W E E K

With the Canadian grain industry being a dynamic, multi-faceted component of the Canadian economy, transportation
including custom grain hauling companies, play a key role in the delivery of grain, thanks to generations of families
initiating and keeping the tires turning. Among them is Bicknell Trucking of Birtle, whose truck was photographed
heading south on a municipal route west of Foxwarren in the latter part of March. With spring in full force, company
trucks and drivers hauling a variety of dry-bulk products will be found on highways across the prairies.

COVID Update: This will be a virtual hearing. Please submit
written questions or objections as outlined above or register
to attend virtually to: cao@hamiota.com. The meeting will be
aired live at www.hamiota.com/live-video
Copies of the Financial Plan will be available for review at
www.hamiota.com and may be examined by any person
during regular office hours of the Hamiota Municipal Office.
Tristan Urquhart
Chief Administrative Officer
Hamiota Municipality

R .M .o f
Y e llo w he a d
Among the topics discussed
at the March 23 council meeting of the R.M. of Yellowhead
was the Shoal Lake South End
and the level of the lake. Resolution 21/100 reading as follows was carried: Whereas the
current licensed water level at
the south end of Shoal Lake
control structure is at 547.185
m; And whereas this level
does not meet the minimum
levels of 547.2 m to sustain a
healthy lake as suggested in
the study submitted by TREK
Geo. Technical; And whereas
after a period of dry weather
conditions and evaporation in
2020, the water level dropped
to 547.123 m; And whereas
based on the reports’ recommendations, additional culverts were installed in Road 93
to increase outlet capacity,
minimize the backwater effect
at the outlet control structure;
Therefore be it resolved that a
spillway be constructed on the
beach road at a level of 547.4
m to prevent environmental
damage or erosion at times of
higher water levels.
Upon review, council will
sign the agreement between
the Government of Manitoba
and the R.M. of Yellowhead to
see a community welcome
sign installed off PTH 16 on
the east side of Shoal Lake.
The 2021 gravel tenders
will be awarded as follows: 1).
Crushing at the Municipal Pit
located on SE 30-17-21 to
Lamb’s
Construction,
2).
Gravel hauling for Townships
16, 17, Range 21 to Valley Rock
Construction, 3). Gravel hauling for Townships 16, 17,
Range 22 to Hunter Trucking.

M unicipalM inutes
Leonard Hullick will be
hired for the grass cutting on
the Northshore Park in Shoal
Lake, and the Shoal Lake and
Argyle Cemeteries at the rate
paid in 2020 with the addition
of $25 per cut for the addition
to the Shoal Lake Municipal
Cemetery.
The pasture tender for NE
4-17-23 was awarded to Darcy
Purdy for a three-year term.
Dave Chegwin will be
hired for the grass cutting in
Oakburn for the 2021 season at
the same rate paid in 2020.
The services of Fort Distributors will be contracted to
apply the dust control product
within the Municipality for
2021.
Based on a request made
by the senior services coordinator, council will allow the

exercise program to resume at
Lakeshore Lodge, citing the
program has many mental and
physical health benefits for
seniors. All COVID-19 restrictions and procedures must be
followed.
Funds remaining from the
dissolution of the Strathclair
Community
Development
Board, combined with those
from the Strathclair Round
Table Committee formed in
1992 as an Economic Development Board but no longer operating, will be combined under the Strathclair Round Table account for future community development in Strathclair.
Based on a request for a
tax repayment agreement,
such will be prepared for Roll
#541150 and #475760.

Upon final two readings
given to By-Law 1-2021, Resolution 21/111 was carried with
all council members in favour.

Rural Municipality of
Riding Mountain West

PUBLIC NOTICE
Regarding the 2021 Financial Plan
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to subsection 162 (2)
of The Municipal Act that the Council of the Rural
Municipality of Riding Mountain West intends to present its
financial plan for the fiscal year at the Public Hearings set for:
Wednesday, April 14, 2021 – 6:00 p.m.
Angusville Community Centre
36 Wright Avenue E. – Angusville, MB
AND
Saturday, April 17, 2021 – 9:00 a.m.
Inglis Community Hall
151 Railway Avenue – Inglis, MB
Council will hear any person who wishes to make a
representation, ask questions, or register an objection to the
financial plan. Questions and comments may also be directed
by letter to the undersigned or by email (cao@rmwest.ca )
prior to or following the public hearing.
Copies of the financial plan will be available on March 30,
2021 by either download from the Municipal website
(www.rmwest.ca), email or regular mail or by picking up a
copy at the R.M. Offices in either Inglis or Angusville.
Consultation with our community is an important component
of the Municipality’s budget process. Council encourages you
to attend. We expect Covid-19 restrictions on gathering sizes,
will still be in effect at the time of the public hearings,
therefore, we require attendees to pre-register with the
municipal office. You may then be assigned a specific time slot
to attend the hearing.
The Inglis Public Hearing will also be available through a
GoToMeeting Link, the link will be available to anyone who
makes a request by telephone or email at info@rmwest.ca.
Jocelyn Whaley,
Chief Administrative Officer
R.M. of Riding Mountain West
Dated: March 30, 2021
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See us for all your farming,
commercial & residential needs!

Virden Office

540 7th Avenue, Virden, MB

Phone: 204-748-2790

Email us at:
info@lrbelectric.ca

Protect your
investment

Hamiota Office

4 – 4th Street, Hamiota, MB

Phone: 204-851-0100

HAIL INSURANCE

Access to all major providers

Financing
options at

0

%

OAC *
to Nov. 30, 2021

* On approved credit

Count on NorthStar Insurance & Real Estate for the coverage you need to protect
your investment against the perils of hail and ﬁre this growing season.

Birtle . Erickson . Roblin . Rossburn
1.800.414.6049 |

north-star.ca |

info@north-star.ca
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BLO W O U T

N ew
L aw n Tracto rs
& Ze ro -Turns

CAS H P R ICE S

G etthem w hile
su pplies la st

N H T9.645 S M AR TTR AX

2017, 992 H R S, 36” TR AC KS, P /S, M E G A FL O W H YD ,
6 SC V, P TO , L E ATH E R , TO W C A BL E , N AV II

$415,000

S 100 S E R IE S L AW N TR ACTO R S
Z300 S E R IE S
ZE R O -TU R N S

N EW
JD 5075E
2019, M FW D ,
w / 520M FE L

Z500 S E R IE S
ZE R O -TU R N

$58,500
USED COM BINES 0% FIN AN CIN G 12 M ON THS OAC
• JD
• JD
• JD
• JD
• JD
• JD
• JD
• JD
• JD
• JD
• JD
• JD

S790, 2020, 120 SEP-HRS, 160 EN G-HRS, 650/ 85R38 D UALS, 750/ 65R26, SM ALL TOUGH GRAIN S, CON TOUR M ASTER............................................$679,000
S790, 2018, 610 SEP-HRS, 710 EN G-HRS, 650/ 85R38 D UALS, 750/ 65R26, SM ALL TOUGH GRAIN S, CON TOUR M ASTER............................................$549,900
S780, 2018, 765 SEP-HRS, 1,082 EN G-HRS, 520/ 85R42 D UALS, 750/ 65R26, SM ALL TOUGH GRAIN S, CON TOUR M ASTER.........................................$509,900
S680, 2017, 867 SEP-HRS, 1,202 EN G-HRS, 520/ 85R42 D UALS, 750/ 65R26, SM ALL TOUGH GRAIN S, CON TOUR M ASTER..........................................$439,900
S680, 2016, 1,082 SEP-HRS, 1,464 EN G-HRS, 520/ 85R42 D UALS, 750/ 65R26, SM ALL TOUGH GRAIN S, CON TOUR M ASTER.......................................$389,900
9770, 2010, 2,947 SEP-HRS, 4,304 EN G-HRS, 800/ 70R38, 28L-26, HIGH CAPACITY , PREM IER CAB .................................................................................$89,900
9770, 2008, 2,313 SEP-HRS, 3,209 EN G-HRS, 800/ 65R32, 18.4R-26, HIGH CAPACITY , PREM IER CAB, JD 615P P/ U PLATFORM ...................................$109,900
9860 STS, 2004, 2,258 SEP-HRS, 3,280 EN G-HRS, 20.8-38 D UALS, 600/ 65R28, JD 615P P/ U PLATFORM , 2011.............................................................$89,900
9760 STS, 2007, 2,929 SEP-HRS, 4,238 EN G-HRS, 800/ 65R32, 18.4R-26, JD 615P P/ U PLATFORM ..................................................................................$69,900
9750 STS, 2003, 2,583 SEP-HRS, 3,770 EN G-HRS, 520/ 85R38 D UALS, JD 914 P/ U PLATFORM .........................................................................................$59,900
T670, 2011, 1,550 SEP-HRS, 2,150 EN G-HRS, D UALS, CON TOUR M ASTER, JD 615P P/ U PLATFORM ................................................................................$179,900
9500, 1990, 2,800 EST HRS, 24.5-32, 12.4-24, REM CHAFF SPREAD ER, JD 912 P/ U PLATFORM , 1991..............................................................................$22,900

USED HEADERS 0% FIN AN CIN G 12 M ON THS OAC

• JD 615P P/ U PLATFORM , 2007.....................................................................................................................................................................................................$19,900
• JD 635F, 2005, 35’ FLEX PLATFORM , HHS, HORST TRAN SPORT...............................................................................................................................................$24,900
• JD 635F, 2008, 35’ FLEX PLATFORM , TRAN SPORT.....................................................................................................................................................................$29,900
• HON EY BEE SP30, 1997, 30’ D RAPER PLATFORM , P/ U REEL, FACTORY TRAN SPORT..................................................................................................................$9,900
• JD 930D , 2004, 30’ D RAPER PLATFORM , P/ U REEL, CROSS AUGER, FACTORY TRAN SPORT..................................................................................................$23,900
• JD 630D , 2010, 30’ D RAPER PLATFORM , P/ U REEL, D UAL K N IFE, CROSS AUGER...................................................................................................................$29,900
• JD 630D , 2011, 30’ D RAPER PLATFORM , P/ U REEL, D UAL K N IFE, CROSS AUGER, HORST TRAN SPORT................................................................................$34,900
• JD 635D , 2009, 35’ D RAPER PLATFORM , P/ U REEL, D UAL K N IFE, FACTORY TRAN SPORT.......................................................................................................$24,900

USED 4W D TRACTORS 0% FIN AN CIN G 12 M ON THS OAC

• N H T9.645 SM ARTTRAX , 2017, 992 HRS, 36” TRACK S, 580 HP, P/ S, M EGA FLOW HY D , 6 SCV, PTO, TOW CABLE, B ELLY W EIGHT, N AV II............................$432,000

USED TRACTORS 0% FIN AN CIN G 12 M ON THS OAC

• JD 7820, 2004, 9,500 HRS, M FW D , IVT 40K , 3 SCV, 540/ 1000 PTO, 20.8-42, 16.9-30, W /JD H480 FEL, BUCK ET, GRAPPLE.................................................$94,900

USED HAY ING & FORAGE 0% FIN AN CIN G 12 M ON THS OAC

• JD 569, 2015, 14,950 BALES, M EGA W ID E, HY D P/ U LIFT, PUSH BAR, 21.5-16.1TIRES, 1000 PTO, VARIABLE C ORE, COVER ED GE.........................................$37,900
• JD 569, 2016, 10,000 BALES, M EGA W ID E, HY D P/ U LIFT, PUSH BAR, 21.5-16.1TIRES, 1000 PTO, HIGH M OISTURE K IT, VARIABLE CORE, COVER ED GE....$48,900
• N H RB560, 2014, 10,000 BALES, SPECIALTY CROP, M EGA W ID E, N ET W RAP............................................................................................................................$24,900

USED GRAIN VACS, CARTS & AUGERS
• BRAN D T 1370HP, 2006, GRAIN AUGER, HY D SW IN G, HY D LIFT, LOW PROFILE HOPPER...........................................................................................................$15,900

SEEDING, TILLAGE & HARROW S 0% FIN AN CIN G 12 M ON THS OAC

• JD 2410 CHISEL PLOW , 2012, 57’, HARROW S, SIN GLE POIN T, N H3 K IT, 4 SECT.VALVES, JD GRC, D UTCH OPEN ERS, M AX FLOW VRC IIHY D PUM P.............$89,900

USED AG M ANAGEM ENT SOLUTIONS
• JD GS2 1800 D ISPLAY , 2012, 1,730 HRS, AUTOTRAC SF1ACTIVATION .........................................................................................................................................$4,500

LAW N & GROUNDS CARE
• JD
• JD
• JD
• JD
• JD
• JD

LA175, 2008, 300 HRS, HY D RO, 26 HP, 54” M OW ER D ECK .......................................................................................................................................................$1,290
X 320, 300 HOURS, HY D RO, 22 HP, 48” M OW ER D ECK , M ULCH K IT, 44” SN OW BLOW ER, W EIGHTS, CHAIN S.......................................................................$3,500
Z445 ZTRAK , 2010, 452 HRS, 24 HP, 54” M OW ER D ECK ...........................................................................................................................................................$3,500
Z655 ZTRAK , 2012, 406 HRS, 26 HP, 54” HC M OW ER D ECK ....................................................................................................................................................$4,300
Z665 ZTRAK , 2014, HRS, 27 HP.60” HC M OW ER D ECK ............................................................................................................................................................$5,900
BUCK 500 ATV, 2005, 4,085 M I, 345 HRS, AUTO OR M AN UAL, GREEN & Y ELLOW .................................................................................................................$3,900

NEW EQUIPM ENT
• ELM ERS SUPER 7 HARROW BAR, 70’...........................................................................................................................................................................................$71,900
• FARM K IN G 1395 GRAIN AUGER, ELECTRIC HOPPER M OVER, 1000 RPM .................................................................................................................................$43,600
• HLA HD 4200LB PALLET FORK , GLOBAL.........................................................................................................................................................................................$1,500
• HLA HD 4200 PALLET FORK , JD 640/ 740.......................................................................................................................................................................................$1,500
• HLA D OUBLE BALE SPEAR, JD 640.................................................................................................................................................................................................$1,290
• HLA D OUBLE BALE SPEAR, GLOBAL..............................................................................................................................................................................................$1,290
• HORST CHC 36’ HEAD ER TRAN SPORT, 2 W HEEL STEER..............................................................................................................................................................$6,995

PH O N E:

204-759-2065
144 In d u stria l R d .

Sho a l L a ke, M B

w w w .s hd a yto n .ca
H O UR S:M o n d a y to Frid a y 8:00 a .m . -6:00 p.m

Sa tu rd a y 8:00 a .m . -5:00 p.m .

